Jonah #4 - Jonah 4:1-11 - A Valuable Lesson About GOD’s Mercy
Manny Martinez | Logos Baptist Church | May 25, 2025

Today, we conclude our study in Jonah. Throughout this story, we’ve encountered the evil city of
Nineveh and its cruel inhabitants. We saw GOD’s merciful command to the prophet Jonah: to go and preach
against that city, giving them one final opportunity to turn from their sins or face GOD’s judgment. We read
how Jonah, a proud Israelite preacher, rejected GOD’s command and fled from His presence. He found himself
on a ship in the middle of a deadly storm, ultimately thrown overboard into the depths of the sea. In His mercy,
GOD prepared a giant fish to miraculously swallow Jonah and keep him alive for three days and nights. We saw
Jonah reflect on and appreciate GOD’s mercy for him. We saw how he was brought back to dry land and finally
obeyed GOD by going to preach against that evil city. Then we witnessed something incredible—the entire city,
over half a million people, believed the message and turned from their sins!

If we ended the story there, it would be the perfect conclusion: GOD saving sinners! A happy ending!
However, one thing | love about the Bible is that although it is the divinely inspired Word of GOD, it’s also a
human book—honest about human weakness and failure. Today, in chapter 4, we will learn valuable lessons
about GOD’s mercy. This final chapter, which ends the book in suspense, is meant to help us examine our own
hearts. Are you ready? Let’s read chapter 4 in its entirety and make several observations that will ultimately
help us grow in our love for—and surrender to—Jesus Christ, the Greater Jonah. Let’s read Jonah 4:1-11.

1. Religious pride can be just as dangerous as outright sin.

In Jonah 4:1, we read that Jonah was furious—not because people rejected GOD, but because
they believed. Think about that. Other prophets like Moses and Jeremiah also felt deep emotions—Moses was
angry when Israel disobeyed, Jeremiah wept when the people refused to repent. But Jonah? He was
angry because the Ninevites repented. Why? Because these weren'’t just any people. The Ninevites were brutal
enemies—violent, idolatrous, and guilty of horrific acts against Jonah’s people. So when GOD showed them
mercy, Jonah didn’t rejoice—he was offended. To him, it felt unjust. Jonah wasn’t some troublemaking, law-
breaking sinner. He was a prophet. He knew Scripture well—so well that in verse 2, he quoted Exodus
34:6, Psalm 103:8, and Nehemiah 9:17 when he said GOD was “gracious, compassionate, and slow to anger.”
Jonah had the right theology. His problem wasn’t a lack of knowledge—it was religious pride. Religious pride is
dangerous. It convinces us we’re closer to GOD than others because we know more, behave better, or belong
to the “right group.” Jesus confronted this mindset. He humbled the proud Pharisees who thought they were
superior, and He forgave the repentant sinners, like the adulterous woman, who knew they needed mercy.

So what about you and me? Do we ever find ourselves quietly judging others because of their past,
their mistakes, or the way they live? Are we tempted to feel superior because of how much we know or how
faithfully we serve? Knowing GOD’s Word is vital, but if it doesn’t lead us to humility, compassion, and mercy,
then we’ve completely missed the heart of GOD. So here’s a lesson we can learn: don’t assume you are close to
GOD simply because you know about Him or because you're part of the “right” group. Stay humble. Let GOD’s
mercy toward you soften your heart toward others. This leads us to our second lesson from this chapter...

1l. GOD doesn’t run out of mercy—for sinners or for His own people.

Jonah'’s response to Nineveh’s repentance is extreme—he says he’d rather die than see sinners
saved. It sounds absurd. But haven’t we all met someone who's an eternal pessimist? That friend who always
finds the worst in every situation? It can be exhausting to deal with someone like that. And yet, GOD is far more
patient than we are. In Jonah 4:4, GOD doesn’t scold Jonah or toss him back into the sea to relearn his lesson.
No, He simply asks a gentle, fatherly question: “Is it right for you to be angry?” What a merciful question. But
Jonah doesn’t answer. Instead, in a fit of anger, he marches out of the city and sets up camp east of Nineveh—
high enough to watch, perhaps still hoping GOD will change His mind and destroy them. Maybe Jonah doubted
the sincerity of their repentance. Maybe, like us sometimes, he was suspicious of someone’s “profession of
faith,” unwilling to believe it was real—or worse, unwilling to help them grow. You see, Jonah should have
stayed. He could have discipled the people of this city. He could have stayed to teach them the ways of GOD.
But he let his anger harden his heart, and he chose distance over mercy. Still, GOD didn’t give up on him.
Instead, He showed Jonah the same mercy He had shown Nineveh. He appointed a plant to grow up overnight
and provide shade for Jonah’s head.

Let me ask you: Are there moments when you’ve doubted that someone’s repentance is real? Have
you ever kept your distance from someone GOD wants you to disciple? Do you believe GOD is patient with you,
even when you’re stubborn or slow to obey? Here’s another lesson we can learn: Because GOD’s mercy doesn’t
run out, the next time you find yourself running from Him, my Christian brother or sister, don’t stay there—turn
back. He’s not waiting with punishment in hand—He’s waiting with patience, like a loving Father. He'll work to
mold you and shape you, even teaching you hard lessons along the way. This leads us to our next lesson...

1ll. When pride takes over, we forget how much we need mercy.

In Jonah 4:6, we’re told that GOD provided a plant to “rescue Jonah from his trouble.” The Hebrew
word used there for “trouble” is ra (v1), which means “evil.” In other words, GOD wasn’t just rescuing Jonah
from the sun—He was rescuing Jonah from his evil bitterness and pride. That plant wasn’t just shade—it was a
lesson in disguise. Jonah didn’t see it that way at first. He was pleased with the plant. He felt entitled to the
comfort it gave him. But the next day, GOD sent a worm to eat the plant. Then He sent a scorching wind and an
unbearable heat. Jonah’s comfort vanished, and so did his patience. He wanted to die—again. Do you see the
pattern? Jonah thought he was in control when he initially ran from GOD. But throughout the story, it's GOD
who’s been in control and sending everything toward Jonah: the storm, the fish, the plant, the worm, the wind.
Every moment was an opportunity—not for punishment, but for Jonah’s pride to be chipped away. It’s like
Hebrews 12 says: “the LORD disciplines the one He loves.” Jonah was furious when GOD showed mercy to
Nineveh but happy when GOD showed mercy to him. He loved the blessings but couldn’t handle the lesson.

So let me ask you: Have you started to forget how merciful GOD has been to you? Are you starting to
believe you earned the blessings you enjoy—your job, your family, your knowledge, your salvation? Because
the truth is, every good thing you have is a gift. A gift GOD gave when you had nothing. A gift GOD can take—
not out of cruelty, but out of love—to remind you how much you still need Him. Don’t let pride cloud your
vision. Remember where GOD found you. Remember how He’s carried you. Remember that even today—you
still need mercy. And that leads us into our next lesson:

IV. GOD’s wants us to share His compassion for others.

In Jonah 4:9-11, GOD reveals just how deep His mercy truly goes. Jonah, sunburned, exhausted, and
emotionally unraveling, finally responds to GOD’s question: “Is it right for you to be angry about the plant?”
And Jonah snaps back—“Yes! It’s right! I'm angry enough to die!” But then GOD gently corrects Jonah. He
explains that Jonah was so deeply upset over a single plant—something he didn’t plant, water, or grow. Yet
GOD has compassion on an entire city—120,000 men, plus women and children - close to half a million people.
The word for “care” or “pity” in verse 11 is the Hebrew word chus (0in) —which means “to have compassion”.
It means grieving, with a tender heart, over someone you might otherwise judge. It’s the heartbreak of a parent
looking in the eyes of a wayward child. That’s how GOD saw Nineveh. In the NT, Jesus shows us this same heart.
In Mark 6, when He saw the crowds, Scripture says, “He had compassion on them, because they were like sheep
without a shepherd.” That’s not cold theology. That’s the mercy of GOD in human form.

Let me ask you: Do you pray with heartbreak for those who are far from GOD? Or do you cheer
when they face the consequences of their sin? Are there people in your life—family, neighbors, coworkers—
that you automatically reject because you think they’re “too far gone”? Here’s another lesson: GOD’s mercy
toward us should soften our hearts toward them. Let’s not be like Jonah—recipients of mercy who refuse to
extend it. Let’s ask GOD to make our hearts more like His. And this brings us to the final lesson today:

V. At the cross, Jesus took the judgment we deserve so we could receive—and extend—mercy.

Jonah'’s struggle was that he couldn’t reconcile GOD’s justice with GOD’s mercy. In his mind, GOD
was supposed to judge “those people”—the brutal, idolatrous Ninevites. Mercy, in Jonah’s view, was for the
Israelites, the chosen ones. So he made a false image of GOD: a god who only blesses “us” and punishes
“them.” But Jesus clears that up perfectly. On the cross, GOD poured out His justice—justice that should have
fallen on us—onto His own Son. Why? So that He could offer mercy to all who would believe in Him. The cross
doesn’t erase justice; it satisfies it. I’'m struck by the compassion in GOD’s words about Nineveh: “a city of
people who cannot distinguish between their right and their left.” That doesn’t mean they were innocent. Their
sin was serious enough for GOD to send a warning to them. But spiritually, they were blind—lost, unable to
discern truth from lies, right from wrong. And isn’t that a picture of all of us before Christ? Wandering, blind,
broken in conscience. And yet—Jesus showed mercy. If that’s how He treated us, how can we withhold
compassion from others—people made in GOD’s image, people whom GOD may still be working on?

Let me ask you: Have you received the mercy of Jesus Christ through His death on the cross and
resurrection from the dead? Were you saved from the eternal punishment of hell that you and | deserved? Do
you worship Jesus Christ as GOD today — the GOD who had compassion toward you, dying for you, rising for
you? Here’s our final lesson: At the cross, justice and mercy were satisfied. If GOD showed us mercy when we
least deserved it, then as His people, we’re called to do the same for others. Let the mercy of Jesus shape the
way you see the world: not ready to judge and condemn, but ready to extend mercy. Because maybe... that’s
the whole reason the book of Jonah ends with a question and not an answer—because it’s not just about Jonah.
It’s also about us. What will we do with the mercy we have received? The themes of Jonah are echoed in the
parable of Jesus now known as “the Prodigal Son”. Let’s read Luke 15:28-32.
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Hoy concluimos nuestro estudio en el libro de Jonas. A lo largo de esta historia, hemos
conocido la ciudad de Ninive y a sus habitantes crueles. Vimos el mandato misericordioso de DIOS al
profeta Jonas: ir y predicar contra esa ciudad, dandoles una ultima oportunidad de apartarse de sus
pecados o enfrentar el juicio de DIOS. Leimos cémo Jonas, un predicador israelita orgulloso, rechazé el
mandato de DIOS y huyé de Su presencia. Termind en un barco en medio de una tormenta, y fue echado
al mar. Pero en Su misericordia, DIOS prepard un gran pez para tragarlo y mantenerlo vivo por tres dias y
tres noches. Vimos a Jonas reflexionar sobre la misericordia de DIOS. Después, fue llevado de regreso a
tierra firme y obedecié a DIOS, predicando contra esa ciudad malvada. Luego leimos algo increible: ila
ciudad entera, mas de medio millén de personas, creyd el mensaje y se aparto de sus pecados!

Si la historia terminara ahi, seria un final perfecto: iDIOS salvando pecadores! jUn final feliz!
Pero algo que me encanta de la Biblia es que, aunque es la Palabra inspirada por DIOS, también es un
libro muy “humano” — honesto sobre la debilidad humana. Hoy, en el capitulo 4, aprenderemos lecciones
valiosas sobre la misericordia de DIOS. Este capitulo final, que termina con suspenso, esta disefiado para
ayudarnos a examinar nuestros propios corazones. ¢ Estds listo? Leamos todo el capitulo 4 y observemos
varias lecciones que nos ayudaran a crecer en nuestro amor por JesUs y nuestra entrega a El—Jesucristo,
el mejor profeta que Jonas. Leamos Jonas 4:1-11.

1. El orgullo religioso puede ser tan peligroso como el pecado.

En Jonas 4:1, leemos que Jonas estaba furioso—no porque la gente rechazé a DIOS, sino
iporque creyeron! Piensa en eso. Otros profetas como Moisés y Jeremias también sintieron emociones
fuertes—Moisés se enojé cuando Israel desobedecio, Jeremias lloré cuando el pueblo no se arrepintio.
Pero Jonas... él se enojo porque los ninivitas se arrepintieron. ¢ Por qué? Porque no eran cualquier
pueblo. Eran enemigos violentos, iddlatras y hacedores de actos horribles contra el pueblo de Jonas. Asi
que cuando DIOS les mostré misericordia, Jonas no se alegro—se ofendié. Para él, fue una injusticia.
Jonas no era un pecador rebelde; era un profeta. Conocia bien las Escrituras—tan bien que en el
versiculo 2 cit6é Exodo 34:6, Salmo 103:8 y Nehemias 9:17 al decir que DIOS era “clemente, compasivo y
lento para la ira.” Jonas tenia buena teologia. Su problema no era falta de conocimiento—era orgullo
religioso. El orgullo religioso es peligroso. Nos convence de que estamos mas cerca de DIOS que otros
porque sabemos mds, nos portamos mejor o pertenecemos al “grupo correcto.” Jesus confronto esa
actitud. Humill6 a los fariseos orgullosos que se creian superiores, y perdond a los pecadores
arrepentidos, como la mujer adultera, que sabian que necesitaban misericordia.

¢Y tu? ¢Y yo? ¢Juzgamos en silencio a otros por su pasado o estilo de vida? ¢ Nos sentimos
superiores por lo que sabemos o lo fieles que servimos? Conocer la Palabra de DIOS es vital, pero si no
nos lleva a la humildad, la compasion y la misericordia, hemos perdido el corazén de DIOS. Aqui hay una
leccion: no supongas que estas cerca de DIOS solo porque sabes mucho o perteneces al grupo correcto.
Se humilde. Deja que la misericordia de DIOS hacia ti ablande tu corazén hacia los demas.

1. DIOS no se queda sin misericordia—ni para los pecadores ni para Su pueblo.

La reaccidn de Jonas al arrepentimiento de Ninive fue extrema—dijo que preferia morir antes
que ver a los pecadores salvados. Suena ridiculo. Pero todos conocemos a alguien asi: un pesimista
constante que siempre ve lo peor. Es dificil tratar con alguien asi. Pero DIOS es mucho mas paciente que
nosotros. En Jonds 4:4, DIOS no regafia a Jonas ni lo lanza otra vez al mar. Solo le hace una pregunta:
“éTe parece bien enojarte?” Qué pregunta tan misericordiosa. Pero Jonds no contesta. En cambio, se va
de la ciudad y acampa en un lugar alto—quizds esperando que DIOS cambie de opinidn y destruya la
ciudad. Tal vez dudaba del arrepentimiento de ellos. Tal vez, como nosotros a veces, sospechaba de la
sinceridad de la “fe” de otros o no queria ayudarlos a crecer. Jonds debié quedarse en Ninive. Pudo
discipular a ese pueblo. Pero eligié el enojo y la distancia en vez de la misericordia. Aun asi, DIOS no se
rindié con él. Le mostré la misma misericordia que a Ninive. Hizo crecer una planta para darle sombra.

Te pregunto: ¢Has dudado alguna vez del arrepentimiento de alguien? ¢ Te has distanciado de
alguien que DIOS quiere que discipules? ¢Crees que DIOS tiene paciencia contigo, aun cuando eres terco?
Aqui hay otra leccién: Como la misericordia de DIOS no se agota, la préxima vez que te alejes de El, no te
quedes ahi. Vuélvete a El. No te espera con castigo en la mano, sino con paciencia, como un Padre.

1ll. Cuando el orgullo manda, olvidamos cudnto necesitamos misericordia.

En Jonas 4:6, dice que DIOS dio una planta para libara a Jonas de “su incomodidad.” La palabra
hebrea para “incomodidad” es ra (V1), que significa “maldad” o “mal.” En otras palabras, DIOS no solo lo
rescaté del sol—lo estaba rescatando de su maldad: su orgullo y amargura. Esa planta no era solo
sombra—era una leccidn. Jonas no lo vio asi. Jonds pensaba que merecia el alivio que le daba la planta.
Pero al dia siguiente, DIOS mandd un gusano para comer la planta. Luego, un viento caliente. El alivio de
Jonas se esfuma, y también su paciencia. Quiso morir—otra vez. ¢{Ves el patrén? Jonds pensé que tenia el
control al huir de DIOS. Pero fue DIOS quien tenia el control: la tormenta, el pez, la planta, el gusano, el
viento. Cada momento fue una oportunidad—no para castigar, sino para moldear a Jonas. Como dice
Hebreos 12: “el SENOR disciplina al que ama.” Jonas se enojé cuando DIOS mostré misericordia a Ninive,
pero se alegré cuando la recibio él. Le gustaba las bendiciones, pero no las lecciones.

Reflexionemos. ¢Has olvidado cuanta misericordia te ha mostrado DIOS? ¢Estdas empezando a
creer que mereces tus bendiciones—tu familia, tu trabajo, tu conocimiento biblico, tu salvacion? Cada
cosa buena es un regalo. Un regalo que DIOS te dio cuando no tenias nada. Un regalo que El puede
quitar—no por crueldad, sino por amor a ti—para recordarte cuanto necesitas su misericordia.

IV. DIOS quiere que tengamos su compasidn por los demas.

En Jonas 4:9-11, DIOS revela la profundidad de Su misericordia. Jonas, quemado por el sol,
cansado y frustrado, finalmente responde a la pregunta de DIOS: “éTienes acaso razon para enojarte por
la planta?” Y Jonas contesta—i“Si! jQuiero enojarme hasta la muerte!” Pero DIOS le responde con
paciencia. Le explica que él se preocupd tanto por una planta que no sembré ni cuidé. ¢Y DIOS? Se
apiado de una ciudad entera—120,000 hombres, mas mujeres y niflos—casi medio millén de personas.
La palabra hebrea para “apiadarse” es chus (01n), que significa tener un corazén compasivo hacia alguien
a quien podrias juzgar. Es como el corazén de un padre al ver a su hijo rebelde. Asi veia DIOS a Ninive. En
el NT, Jesus mostré ese mismo corazon. En Marcos 6, al ver a la multitud, dice la Biblia que “tuvo
compasion de ellos, porque eran como ovejas sin pastor.” No es teologia fria. Es misericordia sincera.

Reflexionemos. ¢Oras con un corazén quebrantado por los que estan lejos de DIOS? ¢O te
alegras cuando sufren las consecuencias de su pecado? ¢Hay personas en tu vida que consideras “casos
perdidos”? Aqui hay otra leccidn: La misericordia de DIOS hacia nosotros debe ablandar nuestro corazén
hacia ellos. No seamos como Jonas—personas que reciben misericordia pero no la extienden. Pidamos a
DIOS que haga nuestros corazones como el Suyo.

V. En la cruz, Jesus recibid el juicio que mereciamos, para que podamos recibir—y dar—misericordia.

El problema de Jonds era que no podia reconciliar la justicia de DIOS con Su misericordia.

Pensaba que DIOS debia castigar a “los otros” —los ninivitas crueles e iddlatras. Creia que la misericordia
solo era para los Israelitas, los elegidos de DIOS. Jonas formd una imagen falsa de DIOS: un dios que nos
bendice a “nosotros” y los castiga a “ellos.” Pero Jesus resolvié eso perfectamente. En la cruz, DIOS
derramé Su justicia—justicia que debia caer sobre nosotros—sobre Su propio Hijo. ¢ Por qué? Para
ofrecernos misericordia a todos los que creemos en El. La cruz no borra la justicia; la satisface.
Me impacta la compasion con la que DIOS habla de Ninive: “una ciudad de personas que no distinguen
entre su derecha y su izquierda.” No significa que eran inocentes. Su pecado fue tan grave que DIOS les
envié un mensaje de advertencia. Pero espiritualmente estaban ciegos—incapaces de discernir entre el
bien y el mal. Asi éramos todos nosotros antes de Cristo. Y aun asi—Jesis nos mostré misericordia. Si El
nos trato asi, écdmo podemos negar compasion a otros—personas hechas a imagen de DIOS, personas
en quienes El atin puede estar obrando?

Te pregunto: ¢Has recibido la misericordia de Jesucristo por medio de Su muerte y
resurreccion? ¢Has sido salvado del castigo eterno del infierno que ti y yo mereciamos? ¢ Adoras hoy a
Jesucristo como DIOS—el DIOS que tuvo compasién de ti, que murid por ti, ¢y que resucité por ti? Aqui
esta la ultima leccion: En la crugz, la justicia y la misericordia fueron satisfechas. Si DIOS nos mostro
misericordia cuando menos la mereciamos, entonces como Su pueblo, debemos hacer lo mismo por
otros. Deja que la misericordia de Jesus cambie tu manera de ver el mundo: no vivas mas listo para
juzgar, sino listo para mostrar misericordia. Tal vez... por eso el libro de Jonds termina con una preguntay
no con una respuesta—porque no se trata solo de Jonas. También se trata de nosotros. ¢Qué haremos
con la misericordia que hemos recibido? Los temas de Jonas se reflejan en la pardbola de Jesus conocida
como “el hijo prédigo”. Leamos Lucas 15:28-32.




JONAH #4 - JONAH 4:1-11 - AVALUABLE LESSON ABOUT GOD’S MERCY

1. LET’S SHARE WHAT GOD IS DOING IN OUR LIVES.
Choose ONE to share with your group.

__Share one spiritual victory you’ve had since last week.
__Share one spiritual struggle you’ve had since last week.
__Share one thing GOD is teaching you about Himself.

2. LET’S STUDY THE WORD OF GOD TOGETHER.

Take turns reading the verses and make notes in your copy of The Bible.

1. JONAH’S ANGER - JONAH 4:1-4

Jonah was furious—not because his enemies rejected GOD, but because they repented. Jonah
didn’t believe the Ninevites - Israel’s enemies — deserved mercy. Even though Jonah knew Scripture
and quoted truths about GOD’s character, he couldn’t rejoice in their salvation. He had correct
theology but a bitter heart. Religious pride blinded him to GOD’s compassion.

- How canreligious pride and self-righteousness within us hurt other people?

- READ Matthew 23:23-28. What do Jesus’ words toward the self-righteous Pharisees teach us
about GOD’s mercy?

Il. ALESSON IN MERCY - JONAH 4:5-11

Instead of answering GOD, Jonah sat outside the city hoping for its destruction. Yet GOD continued
to teach him—providing shade and taking it away to reveal Jonah’s heart. Jonah grieved the loss of a
plant but had no compassion for an entire city. GOD used this lesson to show Jonah the depths of
divine mercy: if Jonah could pity a plant, how much more does GOD pity people made in His image?
- What “blessings” has GOD given you, or removed from you, to teach you spiritual lessons?

- READ Jeremiah 18:6-8. How does this help you grow in worship of GOD?

11l. MERCY IS ONLY AVAILABLE BECAUSE OF JESUS - LUKE 15:28-32

Like Jonah, the older brother in Jesus’ parable couldn’t accept that someone he considered
undeserving could receive mercy. Both Jonah, and the “angry son” in the parable were upset when
“sinners” were forgiven. Justice and mercy were satisfied on the cross of Jesus. We didn’t deserve
forgiveness—but The Father gave it to us. Now we’re called to extend that same mercy to others.

- Is there someone GOD saved, other than you, that you previously considered “a lost cause”?
- How does Jesus’ mercy toward you help you grow in compassion for others?

3. LET’S MAKE A PLAN TO GROW TOGETHER.
1. Make a personal plan of action based off today’s study.
2. Choose ONE discipline to grow in this week. Follow up on this next week.

1. Based off today’s study, | believe GOD wants me to take the following action(s):

2.l want to grow in the following discipline and plan to act on it this week by:
__Serving my local Church. __Studying a book of the Bible.

__Sharing the Gospel.
prayer.

__Fasting from food and instead dedicating time to

4. LET’S PRAY TOGETHER.
Share specific ways you can pray for one another today.

JONAS #4 - JONAS 4:1-11 - UNA LECCION VALIOSA SOBRE LA MISERICORDIA DE DIOS

1. COMPARTAMOS LO QUE DIOS ESTA HACIENDO EN NUESTRAS VIDAS.
Elige UNA o DOS para compartir con el grupo.

__Comparte una victoria espiritual que hayas tenido la semana pasada.

__Comparte una batalla espiritual que hayas tenido la semana pasada.

__Comparte una cosa que DIOS te ha ensefiado acerca de El la semana pasada.

2. ESTUDIEMOS LA PALABRA DE DIOS JUNTOS.

Tomen turnos para leer el texto y hagan notas en sus Biblias.

I. LA IRA DE JONAS - JONAS 4:1-4

Jonas estaba furioso—no porque sus enemigos rechazaron a DIOS, sino porque se arrepintieron.
Jonas no creia que los ninivitas—enemigos de Israel—merecieran misericordia. Aunque conocia las
Escrituras y citaba verdades sobre el caracter de DIOS, no pudo alegrarse por su salvacién. Tenia
buena teologia, pero un corazén duro. El orgullo religioso lo cegé ante la compasién de DIOS.

- ¢Coémo pueden el orgullo religioso dentro de nosotros lastimar a otras personas?

- LEE Mateo 23:23-28. ; Qué nos ensefian las palabras de Jesus - hacia los fariseos - sobre la
misericordia de DIOS?

Il. UNA LECCION DE MISERICORDIA - JONAS 4:5-11

En vez de responder a DIOS, Jondas se sento fuera de la ciudad esperando su destruccion. DIOS
siguié ensefidndole—proveyendo sombray luego quitdndola para mostrarle lo que habia en su
corazon. Jonas lamenté la pérdida de una planta, pero no mostré compasién por una ciudad
entera. DIOS uso esta leccion para mostrar la profundidad de Su misericordia: si Jonas podia tener
compasion por una planta, jcuanto mas DIOS tiene compasién por personas hechas a Su imagen!

- ¢Qué “bendiciones” te ha dado DIOS, o te ha quitado, para ensefarte lecciones espirituales?
- LEE Jeremias 18:6-8. ; Como te ayuda esto a crecer en adoracién hacia DIOS?

1ll. LA MISERICORDIA SOLO ESTA DISPONIBLE POR MEDIO DE JESUS - LUCAS 15:28-32

Como Jondas, el hermano mayor en la pardbola de Jesus no podia aceptar que alguien que él
consideraba indigno recibiera misericordia. Tanto Jonas como el “hijo enojado” estaban molestos
cuando el “pecador” fue perdonado. La justiciay la misericordia se cumplieron en la cruz de Jesus.
No mereciamos el perdén—pero el Padre nos lo dio. Ahora, debemos extender esa misma
misericordia a los demas.

- ¢Hay alguien que DIOS ha salvado, aparte de ti, que antes considerabas “un caso perdido”?
- ¢Coémo te ayuda la misericordia de Jesus hacia ti a crecer en compasion por los demas?

3. HAGAMOS UN PLAN PARA CRECER JUNTOS.
1. Haz un plan de accion personal basado en el estudio de hoy.
2. Escoge UNA disciplina para crecer esta semana. Haz seguimiento la préxima semana.

1. Segun el estudio de hoy, creo que DIOS quiere que tome la(s) siguiente(s) accidn(es):

2. Quiero crecer en la siguiente disciplina y planeo actuar esta semana de la siguiente
manera:

__Servir a milglesia. __Estudiar un libro de la Biblia.

__Compartir el evangelio. __Ayunar de comiday dedicar ese tiempo a la oracioén.

4. OREMOS JUNTOS.
Compartan formas especificas en que pueden orar unos por otros.




