Small Group Guide: Preaching the Word in
Season and Out of Season

Based on 2 Timothy 4:1-8

Opening Prayer

Begin your time together by asking God to soften hearts, create a safe space for vulnerability,
and help your group apply His Word with grace and truth.

Ice Breaker

Share a time when someone loved you enough to have a difficult conversation with you. How
did that impact your relationship and your growth?

Key Scripture

2 Timothy 4:1-2 - "I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to
judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: preach the word, be ready
in season and out of season, reprove, rebuke, exhort with great patience and instruction."

Key Takeaways

1. The Word of God is our standard - Not personal opinions or cultural preferences, but
God's revealed Word determines what is right.

2. We need relational integrity - Biblical correction requires authentic relationships built
on trust, love, and mutual accountability.

3. Suffering is part of faithfulness - Living out God's Word will bring challenges,
especially within relationships.

4. Our lives should be poured out - Like Paul's drink offering, we're called to give
everything for the gospel and the body of Christ.

5. We're living for Christ's return - Our hope is not in this life but in the appearing of
Jesus and the crown of righteousness awaiting those who love Him.



Discussion Questions

Understanding the Text

1.

2.

What does it mean to "preach the word" in season and out of season?

The sermon mentioned four aspects of God's Word from 2 Timothy 3:16 - teaching,
reproof, correction, and training in righteousness. Can you explain each in your own
words?

What is the difference between "reprove" and "rebuke" as explained in the sermon? Why
are both necessary?

Personal Reflection

4.

On a scale of 1-10, how teachable and approachable are you when someone points out an
area where you're not aligned with God's Word? What makes this difficult?

The pastor said, "Most of our suffering today in living out the Word of God comes from
within existing relationships." Have you experienced this? How have you responded?

The sermon emphasized being "sober in all things" and using sound judgment. Where in
your life do you need greater discernment right now?

Application and Accountability

7. Who in this group or in your life has "earned the right" to speak truth into your life? Have
you given them permission to do so?

8.  Think about your closest relationships (spouse, children, family, close friends). Is the
"you at home" the same as the "you at church"? Where might there be inconsistency?

9. The pastor mentioned that we need to "get over ourselves." What does this look like
practically in the context of receiving correction or living sacrificially?

Going Deeper

10. Paul said he considered his life "of no account" so that he could finish his course and
testify to the gospel. What would change in your daily life if you truly adopted this
mindset?

11. How does understanding that Jesus is the judge of "the living and the dead" impact the

urgency with which we approach both evangelism and discipleship?



12. The sermon ended with the crown of righteousness awaiting those who "love His
appearing." What does it mean to love Christ's appearing? How is this demonstrated in
daily life?

Group Covenant Discussion

Given the challenging nature of reproof and rebuke discussed in this sermon, consider
establishing or renewing your group covenant:

*  Are we committed to speaking truth in love to one another?

e Have we given each other permission to ask hard questions?

*  How will we handle conflict when it arises?

*  What does "great patience and instruction" look like in our group?
*  How will we protect confidentiality while pursuing accountability?

Closing Reflection

The pastor said: "We just need to get over ourselves... But oh, how beautiful it is when
God's people humble themselves."

Spend a few moments in silent reflection:

e Where do I need to "get over myself"?
*  What would humility look like in my current struggles?
*  Am I more concerned with my comfort or Christ's witness?

Prayer Focus

e Pray for teachable, humble hearts in your group

e Pray for courage to have difficult conversations when needed

e Pray for consistency between private and public faith

e Pray for those who are suffering for righteousness' sake

*  Pray for a greater love for Christ's appearing

e Pray for wisdom to reprove, rebuke, and exhort with great patience



