Small Group Guide: 2 Timothy 2 - Together
in Bad Suffering

Opening Prayer & Icebreaker (10 minutes)

Icebreaker Question: Share a time when you wanted to quit something difficult but persevered.
What kept you going?

Sermon Summary (5 minutes)

Paul writes to Timothy, who appears worn down and ready to quit ministry in Ephesus. Paul
reminds him to be strong in God's grace, to entrust sound words to faithful people, and to
embrace suffering as part of faithful ministry. Using illustrations of soldiers, athletes, and
farmers, Paul calls Timothy to present suffering for future reward —remembering Christ and the
gospel that transforms lives.

Key Takeaways

1. Be Strong in Grace - Our strength comes from God's power, not our own ability

2. Pass on Sound Words - We're called to faithfully repeat and entrust God's Word to
others

3. Expect Suffering - Following Christ involves "together bad suffering," not comfort and
ease

4. Remember Christ - The gospel of Jesus Christ is worth any sacrifice

S. Present Suffering, Future Reward - We endure now for eternal glory later

Discussion Questions

Understanding the Text (15 minutes)

1. Read 2 Timothy 2:1-13 together. Why do you think Paul had to remind Timothy to "be
strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus"? What might Timothy have been facing?

2. Paul uses three illustrations: soldier, athlete, and farmer (verses 3-6). What does each
teach us about faithful Christian living?

Application & Action (20 minutes)



7.  The sermon mentioned that we often want to "retire" from spiritual responsibility. In what
areas of your life are you tempted to:

o Quit serving?
° Stop having difficult conversations?
o Avoid spiritual battles?

8. Sound Words in Relationships: The pastor said some parents know they need to speak
truth to their children but avoid it because of potential pain. Where in your relationships
(marriage, parenting, friendships) do you need to speak "sound words" even if it's
difficult?

9. "Lives depend on it." Who in your life needs to hear the gospel or sound biblical truth
from you? What's holding you back from sharing with them?

10. How does remembering Christ's resurrection and finished work (verse 8) give you
courage to endure hardship?

Reflection Questions for the Week

Monday-Tuesday: Where am I tempted to quit? What would "being strong in grace" look like in
that situation?

Wednesday-Thursday: Am I faithfully passing on "sound words"? Who needs to hear biblical
truth from me?

Friday-Saturday: What "bad suffering" is God calling me to embrace?

Sunday: How have I seen God's power at work this week? What do I need to remember about
Christ?

Closing Prayer (5 minutes)

Prayer Focus:

e Strength to endure hardship for the sake of the gospel
*  Boldness to speak sound words even when difficult
e Hearts willing to embrace "together bad suffering" for Christ
*  Specific people in our lives who need to hear the gospel
Close by praying for one another - Share specific struggles and pray for strength in grace.



