




Part 7: Included By 
Adoption



Galatians 4:1-7

I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no 
different from a slave, though he is the owner of 
everything, 2 but he is under guardians and 
managers until the date set by his father. 3 In the 
same way we also, when we were children, were 
enslaved to the elementary principles of the 
world. 4 But when the fullness of time had come, 
God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under 
the law,



Galatians 4:1-7
5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that 
we might receive adoption as sons.6 And because 
you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into 
our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no 
longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir 
through God.



We Are Adopted Into God’s 
Family



Romans 8:13-17
13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die, 
but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of 
the body, you will live. 14 For all who are led by the 
Spirit of God are sons of God. 15 For you did not 
receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, 
but you have received the Spirit of adoption as 
sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!”



Romans 8:13-17
16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that 
we are children of God, 17 and if children, 
then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with 
Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we 
may also be glorified with him.



Galatians 4:8-20
8 Formerly, when you did not know God, you were 
enslaved to those that by nature are not 
gods. 9 But now that you have come to know 
God, or rather to be known by God, how can you 
turn back again to the weak and worthless 
elementary principles of the world, whose slaves 
you want to be once more?10 You observe days 
and months and seasons and years! 11 I am afraid I 
may have labored over you in vain.



Galatians 4:8-20
12 Brothers, I entreat you, become as I am, for I also 
have become as you are. You did me no 
wrong. 13 You know it was because of a bodily 
ailment that I preached the gospel to you at 
first, 14 and though my condition was a trial to you, 
you did not scorn or despise me, but received 
me as an angel of God, as Christ Jesus. 15 What 
then has become of your blessedness? For I testify 
to you that, if possible, you would have gouged 
out your eyes and given them to me.



Galatians 4:8-20
16 Have I then become your enemy by telling you 
the truth? 17 They make much of you, but for no 
good purpose. They want to shut you out, that you 
may make much of them. 18 It is always good to 
be made much of for a good purpose, and not 
only when I am present with you, 19 my little 
children, for whom I am again in the anguish of 
childbirth until Christ is formed in you! 20 I wish I 
could be present with you now and change my 
tone, for I am perplexed about you.



Abba means:

1. Dada ages Birth-2
2. Daddy ages 3-12
3. Dad ages 13+



Mark 14:32-36
32 And they went to a place called Gethsemane. 
And he said to his disciples, “Sit here while I 
pray.” 33 And he took with him Peter and James 
and John, and began to be greatly distressed and 
troubled. 34 And he said to them, “My soul is very 
sorrowful, even to death. Remain here 
and watch.” 35 And going a little farther, he fell on 
the ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the 
hour might pass from him.



Mark 14:32-36
36 And he said, “Abba, Father, all things are 
possible for you. Remove this cup from me. Yet not 
what I will, but what you will.”



Luke 15:11-24
11 And he said, “There was a man who had two 
sons. 12 And the younger of them said to his father, 
‘Father, give me the share of property that is 
coming to me.’ And he divided his property 
between them. 13 Not many days later, the 
younger son gathered all he had and took a 
journey into a far country, and there he 
squandered his property in reckless living. 14 And 
when he had spent everything, a severe famine 
arose in that country, and he began to be in 
need.



Luke 15:11-24
15 So he went and hired himself out to one of the 
citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields 
to feed pigs. 16 And he was longing to be fed with 
the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him 
anything. 17 “But when he came to himself, he 
said, ‘How many of my father's hired servants have 
more than enough bread, but I perish here with 
hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, and I will 
say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and before you.



Luke 15:11-24
19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son. 
Treat me as one of your hired servants.”’ 20 And he 
arose and came to his father. But while he was still 
a long way off, his father saw him and felt 
compassion, and ran and embraced him 
and kissed him. 21 And the son said to him, ‘Father, 
I have sinned against heaven and before you. I 
am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 



Luke 15:11-24
22 But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring 
quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a 
ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 23 And 
bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat 
and celebrate. 24 For this my son was dead, and is 
alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they 
began to celebrate.




