






 The oracle that Habakkuk the prophet saw.1

  O Lord, how long shall I cry for help,2

and you will not hear?
Or cry to you “Violence!”

and you will not save?

H a b a k k u k  1 : 1 - 2
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A  H E A V Y  L O A D

O R  B U R D E N  

P R O P H E T S :  S E E  T H E
C O N D I T I O N  O F  G O D ’ S  P E O P L E
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God is big enough for
your honest questions
& invites you to bring

them to him.



H a b a k k u k  1 : 3 - 4

 Why do you make me see iniquity, and why do you
idly look at wrong? Destruction and violence are before

me; strife and contention arise.  So the law is
paralyzed, and justice never goes forth. For the wicked
surround the righteous; so justice goes forth perverted.
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B Y  G O D ’ S
P E O P L E . . . N O T

O U T S I D E  C U L T U R E



Where have we loved being right more than
being righteous?

Where have we cared more about protecting
reputations than protecting people?

Where have we been shaped more by politics,
media, and cultural outrage than the Word &

Spirit of God?





H a b a k k u k  1 : 5 - 6

 “Look among the nations, and see; wonder and be
astounded. For I am doing a work in your days that

you would not believe if told.  For behold, I am
raising up the Chaldeans… 

5
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–  C h a r l e s  S p u r g e o n  –  

"God is too good to be unkind and
He is too wise to be mistaken.
And when we cannot trace His
hand, we must trust His heart."
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T H E  B A B Y L O N I A N

E M P I R E



H a b a k k u k  1 : 6 - 1 0

that bitter and hasty nation, who march through the breadth of
the earth, to seize dwellings not their own.  They are dreaded

and fearsome; their justice and dignity go forth from themselves. 
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 Their horses are swifter than leopards, more fierce than the
evening wolves; their horsemen press proudly on. Their horsemen

come from afar; they fly like an eagle swift to devour.  They all
come for violence, all their faces forward. They gather captives
like sand.  At kings they scoff, and at rulers they laugh. They

laugh at every fortress, for they pile up earth and take it.
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H a b a k k u k  1 : 1 1

 Then they sweep by like the wind and go on, guilty
men, whose own might is their god!”
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T H E  B A B Y L O N I A N

E M P I R E

E V E N  B A B Y L O N
I S  N O T  O U T S I D E
T H E  S O V E R E I G N

R U L E  O F  G O D



God Can...
Use wicked people without becoming wicked. 

Govern evil without being guilty of evil.

allow what he hates in order to
accomplish what he loves.
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 Let it be known to you therefore, brothers, that through this man
forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you,  and by him everyone who
believes is freed from everything from which you could not be freed

by the law of Moses.  Beware, therefore, lest what is said in the
Prophets should come about:

38
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40

  “‘Look, you scoffers,41

  be astounded and perish;
 for I am doing a work in your days,
  a work that you will not believe, 

even if one tells it to you.’”

A c t s  1 3 : 3 8 – 4 1
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Receiving God’s Answer means...
Remembering that just because God’s ways are

unexpected doesn’t mean they are wrong.

Remembering that just because we can’t understand His
methods doesn’t mean He has lost control.

Remembering that just because we can’t see what He
is doing doesn’t mean He isn’t working.



H a b a k k u k  1 : 1 2

 Are you not from everlasting,12

  O LORD my God, my Holy One? You will not die.
 O LORD, you have ordained them as a judgment,

  and you, O Rock, have established them for reproof.
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Even while wrestling with what he

doesn’t understand, Habakkuk roots

himself in what he knows to be true.
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doesn’t understand, Habakkuk roots

himself in what he knows to be true.

 Are you not from everlasting,12

  O LORD my God, my Holy One? You will not die.
 O LORD, you have ordained them as a judgment,

  and you, O Rock, have established them for reproof.

Move from asking “why”, “how”, &“what” questions to reciting “who”statements about God’s character.



H a b a k k u k  1 : 1 3

 You who are of purer eyes than to see evil13

 and cannot look at wrong,
 why do you idly look at traitors

 and remain silent when the wicked swallows up
 the man more righteous than he?



H a b a k k u k  1 : 1 4 - 1 7

 You make mankind like the fish of the sea, like crawling things
that have no ruler.  He brings all of them up with a hook; he

drags them out with his net; he gathers them in his dragnet; so he
rejoices and is glad.  Therefore he sacrifices to his net and makes

offerings to his dragnet; for by them he lives in luxury, and his
food is rich.  Is he then to keep on emptying his net
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  and mercilessly killing nations forever? 





This Week

Bring your questions to God
instead of suppressing them.

Preach the truth of God’s
character to yourself.

Offer worship to God rather
than your own “nets.”
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