“When Christians Hurt Christians”
1 Corinthians 6:1-11
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Imagine sitting around the Thanksgiving table. And

This leads me to the question: What do you do when another Christian you?

e Hurts you? Cheats you? Lies to you? Disappoints you? Treats you unfairly?

Allow me to you about... the borrowed tool, the church member hire, the money never repaid, the one who
took all the credit, the damaged vehicle, the broken promise, the stolen ministry position, the social media attack...

Here’s the deal. If we handle conflict God’s way...
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1. Our witness to unbelievers is damaged A PREACH

OURTIVE WHEN WE CHRISTINS BEHAVE

2. The church becomes divided instead of united AN WITH OUR LIP BADLY, OR FAL TO BEHAVE
WELLWE ARE MAKNG

3. We are acting like our old selves instead of our new selves %ﬁﬂmww
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4. We value our rights instead of Christ’s reputation
5. Unresolved conflicts become large fractures
“Well, | DO want to handle conflict God’s way. That’s not the easiest way, yet | know that’s the way that leads to
. (Matt 7:13-14) Awesome. In that case, let’s dive in. 1 Corinthians 6:1-11

1. VV 1-4.. God is preparing us for responsibilities beyond anything we have imagined. (Rev 20:4; 2 Tim 2:12)

o And yet, we struggle to disagreements over money, property, status!

2. VV 5-9a... Paul is teaching that the church’s is on the line.

o Inlight of the gospel mission, it’s best to lay down our right to vindicate ourselves. After all, God’s
justice is always perfect. (Jn 13:34-35; Lk 6:32-36)

3. VV9-11... The gospel of grace does more than forgive us of our sins. It also us.

o Our guilt has been WASHED away! As a SANCTIFIED people, we are set apart from the world and given
a new identity! Because you are JUSTIFIED, God has declared you not guilty! (2 Cor 5:17; Eph 4:22-24)



Therefore... because your identity has changed, let your lifestyle change as well. In other words...

Live out the identity that you’ve already been given.

“At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures... But
when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of righteous things we had
done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he
poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by his grace, we might
become heirs having the hope of eternal life. ..Those who have trusted in God [must] be careful to devote
themselves to doing what is good.” — Titus 3

Living Your New Identity

1. Take an inventory of all your relationships. Are there any unresolved conflicts? If yes, ask God for the help you
need in resolving it.

2. If applicable, before discussing a conflict with anyone else, pray for that person. Prayer softens hearts—
including our own. Write down the name of that person you will commit to praying for

3. If you've wronged another believer, take the first step toward making it right this week. How specifically will
you do that? Do you need to return something? Do you owe money? Do you owe an apology? What?

4. If you've been wronged, release your desire for personal revenge and entrust justice to God. Yet, pray that
God will be merciful and kind to the person who wronged you. It’s His kindness through you that leads one to

repentance.

5. Ask yourself before every difficult conversation, "Will my attitude and words reflect Christ or not?” If not, then
a change of attitude is necessary before the conversation.

6. If someone is not directly involved in a difficult situation, then they don’t need to know about it. Don’t gossip
in the form of prayer and don’t vent to someone that shouldn’t know. Love covers up a multitude of sins.

7. Pastoral counsel is always advisable when navigating through a difficult situation. In a multitude of counselors
there is safety.

8. Don’t sweat the small stuff, and it’s always small stuff.

9. Identify one area of your former life that Christ has already changed. Celebrate His transforming grace and
share that testimony with someone this week. Write down that area.

10. Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal one area where your lifestyle still doesn't reflect your identity in Christ. Then
surrender that area to Him. Repent of it. If you’re having a hard time, seek help through prayer, healing,
and/or deliverance. “I need to repent of this area in my life to Jesus:




