


If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in 
the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, 
of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 
Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to 
zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness 
under the law, blameless. 7 But whatever gain I had, I 
counted as loss for the sake of Christ.

1:4b-7



8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the 
surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For 
his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count 
them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and 
be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own 
that comes from the law, but that which comes 
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God 
that depends on faith— 

1:8-9



10 that I may know him and the power of his 
resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming 
like him in his death, 11 that by any means possible I 
may attain the resurrection from the dead.
12 Not that I have already obtained this or am already 
perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because 
Christ Jesus has made me his own. 

1:10-12



13 Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my 
own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and 
straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on 
toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God 
in Christ Jesus. 15 Let those of us who are mature think 
this way, and if in anything you think otherwise, God 
will reveal that also to you. 16 Only let us hold true to 
what we have attained.

1:13-16



MATURITY in Christ…



MATURITY in Christ…

15 Let those of us who are mature think this way…



If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in 
the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, 
of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 
Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to 
zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness 
under the law, blameless. 

1:4b-6



7 But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake 
of Christ. 8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because 
of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things 
and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a 
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but 
that which comes through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness from God that depends on faith— 

1:7-9



10 that I may know him and the power of his 
resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming 
like him in his death, 11 that by any means possible I 
may attain the resurrection from the dead.

1:10-11



Whatever the CIRCUMSTANCES, we can JOYFULLY…

 I. …thank God for PARTNERS in the Gospel. (3-5)

 II. …thank God for his FAITHFUL work in US through the 
Gospel. (6)
“…having a hope in God, which these men themselves 
accept, that there will be a resurrection of both the just 

and unjust.”

Acts 24:15



10 that I may know him and the power of his 
resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming 
like him in his death, 11 that by any means possible I 
may attain the resurrection from the dead.

1:10-11



12 Not that I have already obtained this or am already 
perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because 
Christ Jesus has made me his own. 

1:12



12 Not that I have already obtained this or am already 
perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because 
Christ Jesus has made me his own. 

1:12



MATURITY in Christ…

I. …Is an ONGOING PROCESS until the day Christ 
RETURNS. (12, 13)
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The Goal: To fully KNOW, fully BE LIKE, and fully be WITH Jesus.



MATURITY in Christ…
I. …Is an ONGOING PROCESS until the day Christ RETURNS. (12, 13)

12 Not that I have already obtained this or am already 
perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because 
Christ Jesus has made me his own. 

τετελείωμαι τελειόω bring to completion

“My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. But to remain in the flesh is 
more necessary on your account.” (Philippians 1:23-24)

The Goal: To fully KNOW, fully BE LIKE, and fully be WITH Jesus.





SANCTIFICATION



SANCTIFICATION
The process of becoming more like Jesus.



12 Not that I have already obtained this or am already 
perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because 
Christ Jesus has made me his own. 

13 Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my 
own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and 
straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on 
toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God 
in Christ Jesus. 

1:12-14



MATURITY in Christ…
I. …is an ONGOING PROCESS until the day Christ RETURNS. (12, 13)

II. …is about FORGETTING what is behind and PRESSING 
ON toward Jesus.



I. …is about FORGETTING what is behind and PRESSING ON toward Jesus.

…forgetting what lies behind and 
straining forward to what lies 

ahead, 14 I press on toward the 
goal for the prize of the upward 

call of God in Christ Jesus. 



Whatever the CIRCUMSTANCES, we can JOYFULLY…

 I. …thank God for PARTNERS in the Gospel. (3-5)

 II. …thank God for his FAITHFUL work in US through the 
Gospel. (6)

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of 
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the 
sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on 
Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before 
him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down 
at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who 
endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not 
grow weary and lose heart.”

Hebrews 12:1-3



I. …is about FORGETTING what is behind and PRESSING ON toward Jesus.

…forgetting what lies behind and 
straining forward to what lies 

ahead, 14 I press on toward the 
goal for the prize of the upward 

call of God in Christ Jesus. 



12 Not that I have already obtained this or am already 
perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because
Christ Jesus has made me his own. 

1:12



12 Not that I have already obtained this or am already 
perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because
Christ Jesus has made me his own. 

15 Let those of us who are mature think this way, and if 
in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal that 
also to you. 16 Only let us hold true to what 
we HAVE attained.

1:12, 15-16



MATURITY in Christ…
I. …is an ONGOING PROCESS until the day Christ RETURNS. (12, 13)
II. …is about FORGETTING what is behind and PRESSING ON toward Jesus.

III. …is POSSIBLE only because of what CHRIST as 
ALREADY done for us. (12, 16)
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II. …is about FORGETTING what is behind and PRESSING ON toward Jesus.

III. …is POSSIBLE only because of what CHRIST as 
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For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the 
right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, 

so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.” (Heb. 12:3-4)

We love because he first loved us. (1 John 4:19
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…is POSSIBLE only because of what CHRIST as ALREADY done for us. (12, 16)

12 Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to 
make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 

15 Let those of us who are mature think this way, and if in anything you think 
otherwise, God will reveal that also to you. 16 Only let us hold true to 
what we HAVE attained.

“GRABBED”, “APPREHENDED” or “SEIZED” me.



MATURITY in Christ…

I. …is an ONGOING PROCESS until the day Christ 
RETURNS. (12, 13)

II. …is about FORGETTING what is behind and PRESSING 
ON toward Jesus.

III. …is POSSIBLE only because of what CHRIST as 
ALREADY done for us. (12, 16)
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