


Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To write 
the same things to you is no trouble to me and is 

safe for you.

3:1



2 Look out for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look 
out for those who mutilate the flesh. 3 For we are the 
circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God and 
glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the 

flesh— 4 though I myself have reason for confidence in 
the flesh also. If anyone else thinks he has reason for 

confidence in the flesh, I have more:

3:2-4



5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, 
of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to 
the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 

church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.

3:5-6



7 But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the 
sake of Christ. 

3:7



8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the 
surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For 
his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count 

them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and 
be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own 

that comes from the law, but that which comes 
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God 

that depends on faith—

3:8-9



10 that I may know him and the power of his 
resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming 
like him in his death, 11 that by any means possible I 

may attain the resurrection from the dead.

3:10-11
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9 As we have said before, I now say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, 
a curse be on him!

Gal. 1:9
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9 As we have said before, I now say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, 
a curse be on him!

4 You who are trying to be justified by the law are alienated from Christ; you have fallen from grace. 5 For we 
eagerly await through the Spirit, by faith, the hope of righteousness. 6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision 
nor uncircumcision accomplishes anything; what matters is faith working through love….

12 I wish those who are disturbing you might also let themselves be mutilated!

Gal. 1:9

Gal. 
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9 As we have said before, I now say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, 
a curse be on him!

4 You who are trying to be justified by the law are alienated from Christ; you have fallen from grace. 5 For we 
eagerly await through the Spirit, by faith, the hope of righteousness. 6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision 
nor uncircumcision accomplishes anything; what matters is faith working through love….

12 I wish those who are disturbing you might also let themselves be mutilated!

13 For such people are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. 14 And no 
wonder! For Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 15 So it is no great surprise if his servants also disguise 
themselves as servants of righteousness. Their end will be according to their works.

Gal. 1:9

Gal. 
5:4-5, 12

2 Cor. 
11:13-15
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2 Look out for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look 
out for those who mutilate the flesh. 
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3 For we are the circumcision, who worship by the 
Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no 

confidence in the flesh— 

3:3



Whatever the CIRCUMSTANCES, we can JOYFULLY…

 I. …thank God for PARTNERS in the Gospel. (3-5)

 II. …thank God for his FAITHFUL work in US through the 
Gospel. (6)
The LORD your God will circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your 
descendants, so that you may love him with all your heart and with all 

your soul, and love.”

Deuteronomy 30:6
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I. WHATEVER anyone may say, the Christian’s 
CONFIDENCE is found in Jesus not in RELIGIOUS ACTS. 
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“A person is not a Jew who is one only outwardly, nor is circumcision 
merely outward and physical. No, a person is a Jew who is one 

inwardly; and circumcision is circumcision of the heart, by the Spirit, 
not by the written code. Such a person’s praise is not from other 
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 I. …thank God for PARTNERS in the Gospel. (3-5)

 II. …thank God for his FAITHFUL work in US through the 
Gospel. (6)

“A person is not a Jew who is one only outwardly, nor is circumcision 
merely outward and physical. No, a person is a Jew who is one 

inwardly; and circumcision is circumcision of the heart, by the Spirit, 
not by the written code. Such a person’s praise is not from other 

people, but from God.”

Romans 2:28-29

Colossians 2:11-13
“In him you were also circumcised with a circumcision not performed 
by human hands. Your whole self, ruled by the flesh, was put off when 

you were circumcised by Christ, having been buried with him in 
baptism, in which you were also raised with him through your faith in 

the working of God, who raised him from the dead.”



4 though I myself have reason for confidence in the 
flesh also. If anyone else thinks he has reason for 

confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on 
the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 

Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a 
Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to 

righteousness under the law, blameless.

3:4-6



REJOICE and BEWARE! (1-2)

I. WHATEVER anyone may say, the Christian’s CONFIDENCE is found in Jesus not in 
RELIGIOUS ACTS.

II. WHATEVER your story may be, the Christian’s FAITH is 
found in Jesus not in THEMSELVES. 



7 But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake 
of Christ. 8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because 

of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things 

and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain 
Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a 

righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but 
that which comes through faith in Christ, the 

righteousness from God that depends on faith—

3:7-9
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7 But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 
8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing 

worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered 
the loss of all things and count them as RUBBISH, in order that I may 

gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my 
own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in 

Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith—
Σκύβαλον = “Rubbish”, 
“Dung”, “Filth”, “Garbage”…
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“If anyone comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and 
children, brothers and sisters—yes, even their own life—such a person 

cannot be my disciple.”

Luke 14:26
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Whatever the CIRCUMSTANCES, we can JOYFULLY…

 I. …thank God for PARTNERS in the Gospel. (3-5)

 II. …thank God for his FAITHFUL work in US through the 
Gospel. (6)

“If anyone comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and 
children, brothers and sisters—yes, even their own life—such a person 

cannot be my disciple.”

Luke 14:26

Matthew 11:28
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you 

rest.”

“A thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I have come so that 
they may have life and have it in abundance.”

John 10:10



…For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as 
rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not 

having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that 
which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that 

depends on faith—

3:8b-9



10 that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may 
share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 that by any 

means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead.

3:10-11



REJOICE and BEWARE! (1-2)

I. WHATEVER anyone may say, the Christian’s CONFIDENCE is found in Jesus not in RELIGIOUS ACTS.

II. WHATEVER your story may be, the Christian’s FAITH is found in Jesus not in THEMSELVES. 

III. WHATEVER your story was, it’s NOTHING compared to KNOWING Jesus now.

IV. WHATEVER you were about, Christian, you are now ALL 
about CHRIST, in LIFE, in DEATH, and in 
RESURRECTION.
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10 that I may know him…
 - …the power of his resurrection, 

AND 
- ..may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death…



I. WHATEVER you were about, Christian, you are now ALL about CHRIST, in LIFE, in DEATH, and in RESURRECTION.

10 that I may know him…
 - …the power of his resurrection, 

AND 
- ..may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death…

“…the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from 
the dead is living in you, he who raised 

Christ from the dead…”
  Romans 8:11
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