
 

eGroup Discussion Guide 
October 18, 2020 

PRAY 
Begin your time together with an opening prayer and praise reports from a past prayer time. Choose 
someone from the group to pray for your time together if possible. Acknowledge the presence of the 
Holy Spirit, who serves as our Teacher. Matthew 18:20, “For where two or three gather in my name, 
there am I with them.” 
 

Prayer Activity: Take some time as you pray to consider your current relationship or 
connection with Jesus. How is the quality and depth of your relationship? Ask God to reveal 
anything that needs prayer or attention. 

OBSERVE 
Read your selected passage out loud as a group. While the group reads, take note of any details, 
words, or phrases that stand out to you. Use the space provided on the side to write down your 
observations. 
 

Observation Tips: As you read through these passages, take special note of what is said about 
Jesus. If possible, each time you spot something describing Jesus, underline it or write it in the 
space provided. 

SELECTED PASSAGES 
Matthew 16:13-20: 13 When Jesus came to the region of 
Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people 
say the Son of Man is?” 14 They replied, “Some say John the 
Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of 
the prophets.” 15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do 
you say I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 Jesus 
replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was 
not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in 
heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock 
I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not 
overcome it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 
20 Then he ordered his disciples not to tell anyone that he 
was the Messiah. 
 
1 John 1:1-4: 1 That which was from the beginning, which 
we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we 
have looked at and our hands have touched—this we 
proclaim concerning the Word of life. 2 The life appeared; we 
have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the 
eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to 
us. 3 We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so 
that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship 
is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We write 
this to make our joy complete. 



 

 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. During his time on earth, people thought many things about who Jesus was, including John the 
Baptist, Elijah, Jeremiah, and one of the prophets. But when Jesus asked Peter, he said, "You are 
the Messiah, the Son of the living God." Why was Peter's answer so different compared to others? 
How was Peter able to recognize who the real Jesus was? 

2. As the disciples lived and practiced ministry alongside Jesus, they came to know him as their 
Messiah. But even that took time. Is there a correlation between spending time with Jesus and 
learning about the real Jesus? What do you think about the statement, the more time you spend 
with Jesus, the more you know his nature, will, and heart? Is that entirely accurate? 

3. The disciples had direct access to the life of Jesus. They spent hours travelling the roman roads 
with him, talking and asking questions, practicing ministry together, and witnessing his miracles. 
Today, we don't have that kind of direct access to Jesus like the Apostles did. So, what does it 
look like to spend time with Jesus and get to know him? Are there actions that we can do 
practically? How does the broader community or the Church factor into our relationship with 
Jesus? 

4. This past Sunday, Pastor Dave Dickey talked about the importance of knowing the real Jesus. Is it 
possible for Christians to have a false view of Jesus? How would we know our view of Jesus is 
wrong? What course should we take or help others take to repair their view or understanding of 
Jesus? 

5. John testifies of the real Jesus by telling his audience that he and the Apostles are first-hand 
witnesses. He says, "That which was from the beginning (Jesus), which we have heard, which we 
have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim 
concerning the Word of life." How powerful would this testimony have been to the people in John's 
time? How does the testimony of the Apostles in the New Testament, like John for instance, 
inform our faith today? Should we blindly or thoughtlessly accept their testimony? How would we 
explain this to a non-Christian? 

6. None of us today have this kind of first-hand testimony of Jesus like the Apostles did. We haven't 
heard the voice or touched Jesus. How much authority can we place on our experience or the 
transformation that's in our lives when proclaiming or testifying of Jesus? If so, how is this valid? 
How is it any different than someone that is Hindu or Muslim and has a personal experience? 

MAIN IDEA 
In one to three sentences, summarize your main take-away from this lesson. You can write it down in 
the space provided or verbalize it to the group. Include anything that you would like to put into 
practice this week as an application. James 1:22, “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, 
deceiving yourselves.” 
 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Take time to pray as a group. Record any prayer requests in the space below. 1 John 5:14-15, “And 
this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will he hears 



 

us. And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we 
have asked of him.” 
 

LOOKING FORWARD 
Take a moment to plan the location and time of your next gathering. Will anyone need to prepare 
anything before, like a snack or refreshments? This is a good time to ask if anyone would be open to 
lead the next eGroup time or even just a portion of it, like prayer. 


