What Kind of Church Is It?
Luke 10:25-37 And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, saying, Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?
26 He said unto him, What is written in the law? how readest thou?
27 And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself.
28 And he said unto him, Thou hast answered right: this do, and thou shalt live.
29 But he, willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus, And who is my neighbour?
30 And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead.
31 And by chance there came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side.
32 And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked on him, and passed by on the other side.
33 But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw him, he had compassion on him,
34 And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him.
35 And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee.
36 Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves?
37 And he said, He that shewed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise.
Anyone who has witnessed to a soul or even invited someone to their church has probably been asked the question, “What kind of church is it?” We have heard about the different teachings of different denominations. Some are known for their music department. Others for the profound preaching. Others for outstanding teaching. Some for their building and artistic beauty. Some for their rules and regulations of order, the dos and the don’ts, the rights and the wrongs, who’s saved and who’s not. I think we miss it when we put more emphasis on rules than on relationships. I’m certainly not opposed to rules and regulations. The Bible says that without holiness no man shall see the Lord. But the first part of the verse says to follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord.” Hebrews 12:14.
When Jesus told how men would know that we were His disciples, He did not say it would be by how righteous we are, or by how much we understood the doctrine, or by how adept we are at judging each other. He said it would be by how we loved one another. His mandate to His church was that we love one another, even as He loved us. I think we miss it when we put more emphasis on rules and regulations than we put on loving others.
People will often ask what kind of church you go to, seeking information on your denomination or style of worship. They are looking for answers such as Pentecostal, Baptist, Methodist, catholic, liberal, conservative, tags by which they can judge how the people will respond in the service. Wouldn’t it be better if we could answer the questions of what kind of church we go to by saying, “It’s not a judgmental church; it’s a loving, friendly, compassionate, healing church.”
In the text, when the lawyer asked Jesus what to do to inherit eternal life, Jesus asked him what the law said. The lawyer quoted from the Scriptures that man should love God and love his neighbor. Jesus told him to do that, and he would live. The lawyer then asked Jesus, “Who is my neighbor?” Jesus answered this question by what we know as the parable of the Good Samaritan. He starts this story by saying a man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho when he was stripped by thieves, wounded, and left half dead. Jerusalem was the city of peace, and Jericho meant the place of fragrance. How many have left the place of peace because they caught scent of something they thought would be better? Jesus is the Prince of Peace. When one leaves His loving arms to seek other avenues, it is easy to fall prey to the thief who comes to steal, kill, and destroy.
The Jericho Road from peace to ungodly pleasure is filled with bleeding, wounded souls who have been the recipients of intimidation, deception, and seduction, and are waiting for someone to rescue them. The Jericho Road was known as the Bloody Way because of the number of murders and robberies that occurred there. On one occasion, a priest and a Levitical follower who followed him saw the wounded man and passed by on the other side. Maybe they thought he was dead, and their religion said they would be defiled if they dealt with him. Or maybe they thought he was just a trap to catch them and rob them. For whatever reason, they both refused to show him compassion. But a Samaritan saw him and did have compassion on him.
This is significant because the Jews and Samaritans were at enmity with one another. If someone was going to help, it would be someone of a similar background and ethnicity. Unlike the others, he did not pass to the other side but rather came to him and bound up his wounds. An open wound is dangerous and has less opportunity for healing. It is not protected from the elements and is possibly susceptible to infection. It can be a source of continuous blood loss. Many are walking around today with open sores that need to be bound by the love of God and the church. Wounded people with open sores tend to want to wound others. The wounded man did not need to be told what he did wrong. He needed to be loved.
He not only bound the wound but poured in oil and wine. Both were used for medicinal purposes. Oil is a lubricant and represents the anointing and the presence of the Holy Spirit. Wine can serve as a disinfectant and is representative of joy and of the blood of Jesus. He then placed the wounded man on his beast and took him to the inn. This means he had to get his hands dirty. He did not just do what was convenient but took personal responsibility to see to it that the man would get the help he needed. He pressed past the point of personal selfishness. When we pray for and care for others, do we do it with the same passion and compassion that we would if it were our own son, daughter, or close relative? Do we give others the same love that Jesus gave us? 
This Samaritan went the extra mile. He stayed with him through the night, paid for someone else to take care of him in his absence, and committed to paying more if needed when he returned. In a sense, the priest and the Levite represented the old church with its rules and regulations, laws and judgments. The Samaritan represented Jesus and the new church with its love and compassion. Jesus was continually breaking their rules by helping others. Two men had no love; one did. Two men were religious but had no love; therefore, their religion meant nothing and was worth nothing. One man had love, and it showed the reality and value of it in action. 
Notice one more thing about the good Samaritan. When I come again, I will repay thee. Let this be a warning to the church and to everyone. The Great Samaritan is coming again. When He comes, He will reward every man according to his works. He will also weigh each church in judgment. How will you stand in that day? How will this church stand? What kind of church is this? Does it condemn, criticize, find fault, judge? If God does not do this to us, why do we do it to others? Or is it a church that loves, shows compassion, understands, gives the benefit of doubt, forgives, encourages, looks for the best in others? Churches are made up of people. The kind of church we have is representative of the kind of people we have. If our church is loving, friendly and kind, it is because our people are loving, friendly and kind, so I ask you, what kind of church is this? Let’s be a loving church. God requires it.
