
Daniel (Daniel 9) 
The setting: Daniel is living in Babylon during the exile, approximately 539 B.C.


The sin: Centuries of idolatry that eventually led God to banish Judah to Babylon as captives.


The context: God said that Judah’s captivity would last 70 years (see Jeremiah 25:1-14). In Jeremiah 
29:12-14, God indicated that the end of the captivity would be accompanied by a genuine change of 
heart, a decision to seek God, and heartfelt prayer. Daniel seems to be offering that type of prayer. 
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๏ 1. An All-Encompassing Attitude 
of Humility: 

๏ 2. An Admission of Wrongdoing 
๏ 3. A Recognition of Communal 

Sin 

๏ 4. An Appeal to God’s Love, 
Grace, and Goodness 

๏ 5. An Affirmation that God’s 
Discipline is Warranted 

๏ 6. A Request for Mercy

3. So I turned to the Lord God and pleaded with him in prayer and petition, in 
fasting, and in sackcloth and ashes. 4 I prayed to the Lord my God and confessed:


“Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love with those who 
love him and keep his commandments, 5 we have sinned and done wrong. We have 
been wicked and have rebelled; we have turned away from your commands and 
laws. 6 We have not listened to your servants the prophets, who spoke in your name 
to our kings, our princes and our ancestors, and to all the people of the land.


7 “Lord, you are righteous, but this day we are covered with shame—the people of 
Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem and all Israel, both near and far, in all the 
countries where you have scattered us because of our unfaithfulness to you. 8 We 
and our kings, our princes and our ancestors are covered with shame, Lord, 
because we have sinned against you. 9 The Lord our God is merciful and forgiving, 
even though we have rebelled against him; 10 we have not obeyed the Lord our 
God or kept the laws he gave us through his servants the prophets. 11 All Israel has 
transgressed your law and turned away, refusing to obey you.


“Therefore the curses and sworn judgments written in the Law of Moses, the servant 
of God, have been poured out on us, because we have sinned against you. 12 You 
have fulfilled the words spoken against us and against our rulers by bringing on us 
great disaster. Under the whole heaven nothing has ever been done like what has 
been done to Jerusalem. 13 Just as it is written in the Law of Moses, all this disaster 
has come on us, yet we have not sought the favor of the Lord our God by turning 
from our sins and giving attention to your truth. 14 The Lord did not hesitate to bring 
the disaster on us, for the Lord our God is righteous in everything he does; yet we 
have not obeyed him.


15 “Now, Lord our God, who brought your people out of Egypt with a mighty hand 
and who made for yourself a name that endures to this day, we have sinned, we 
have done wrong. 16 Lord, in keeping with all your righteous acts, turn away your 
anger and your wrath from Jerusalem, your city, your holy hill. Our sins and the 
iniquities of our ancestors have made Jerusalem and your people an object of scorn 
to all those around us.


17 “Now, our God, hear the prayers and petitions of your servant. For your sake, 
Lord, look with favor on your desolate sanctuary. 18 Give ear, our God, and hear; 
open your eyes and see the desolation of the city that bears your Name. We do not 
make requests of you because we are righteous, but because of your great mercy. 
19 Lord, listen! Lord, forgive! Lord, hear and act! For your sake, my God, do not 
delay, because your city and your people bear your Name.”



David (Psalm 51) 
The setting: King David is ruling over the united 
Kingdom of Israel, c. 1000 B.C.


The sin: David commits adultery (sexual 
assault?) with Bathsheba, then has her husband 
killed. 


The context: The prophet Nathan confronts 
David and breaks through to him about the 
seriousness of his sin. The introduction to Psalm 
51 says “A psalm of David. When the prophet 
Nathan came to him after David had committed 
adultery with Bathsheba.”


1 Have mercy on me, O God,  
    according to your unfailing love;  
according to your great compassion  
    blot out my transgressions.

2 Wash away all my iniquity 
    and cleanse me from my sin.

3 For I know my transgressions, 
    and my sin is always before me.

4 Against you, you only, have I sinned 
    and done what is evil in your sight;  
so you are right in your verdict 
    and justified when you judge.

5 Surely I was sinful at birth, 
    sinful from the time my mother conceived me.

6 Yet you desired faithfulness even in the womb; 
    you taught me wisdom in that secret place.

7 Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; 
    wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.

8 Let me hear joy and gladness; 
    let the bones you have crushed rejoice.

9 Hide your face from my sins 
    and blot out all my iniquity.

10 Create in me a pure heart, O God, 
    and renew a steadfast spirit within me.

11 Do not cast me from your presence 
    or take your Holy Spirit from me.

12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
    and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.


13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 
    so that sinners will turn back to you.

14 Deliver me from the guilt of bloodshed, O 
God, 
    you who are God my Savior, 
    and my tongue will sing of your 
righteousness.

15 Open my lips, Lord, 
    and my mouth will declare your praise.

16 You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would 
bring it; 
    you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings.

17 My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; 
    a broken and contrite heart 
    you, God, will not despise.

18 May it please you to prosper Zion,  
    to build up the walls of Jerusalem.

19 Then you will delight in the sacrifices of the 
righteous, 
    in burnt offerings offered whole; 
    then bulls will be offered on your altar. 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Ezra (Ezra 9-10) 
The setting: Ezra the priest has returned to Jerusalem after the exile, c. 457 B.C.


The sin: The men of Israel have begun to intermarry with the pagan wives of the surrounding nations.


The context: These marriages were a baby step back towards the idolatry that caused Israel’s exile in 
the first place. Ezra had recently arrived back in Jerusalem and the reconstruction of the Temple was 
now complete. This should have been a fresh start for Israel, but they began to repeat the same 
mistakes of the past. 


3 When I heard this, I tore my tunic and cloak, 
pulled hair from my head and beard and sat down 
appalled. 4 Then everyone who trembled at the 
words of the God of Israel gathered around me 
because of this unfaithfulness of the exiles. And I 
sat there appalled until the evening sacrifice.

5 Then, at the evening sacrifice, I rose from my 
self-abasement, with my tunic and cloak torn, and 
fell on my knees with my hands spread out to the 
Lord my God 6 and prayed:

“I am too ashamed and disgraced, my God, to lift 
up my face to you, because our sins are higher 
than our heads and our guilt has reached to the 
heavens. 7 From the days of our ancestors until 
now, our guilt has been great. Because of our sins, 
we and our kings and our priests have been 
subjected to the sword and captivity, to pillage and 
humiliation at the hand of foreign kings, as it is 
today.

8 “But now, for a brief moment, the Lord our God 
has been gracious in leaving us a remnant and 
giving us a firm place[a] in his sanctuary, and so 
our God gives light to our eyes and a little relief in 
our bondage. 9 Though we are slaves, our God has 
not forsaken us in our bondage. He has shown us 
kindness in the sight of the kings of Persia: He has 
granted us new life to rebuild the house of our God 
and repair its ruins, and he has given us a wall of 
protection in Judah and Jerusalem.

10 “But now, our God, what can we say after this? 
For we have forsaken the commands 11 you gave 
through your servants the prophets when you said: 
‘The land you are entering to possess is a land 
polluted by the corruption of its peoples. By their 
detestable practices they have filled it with their 
impurity from one end to the other. 12 Therefore, 
do not give your daughters in marriage to their 

sons or take their daughters for your sons. Do not 
seek a treaty of friendship with them at any time, 
that you may be strong and eat the good things of 
the land and leave it to your children as an 
everlasting inheritance.’

13 “What has happened to us is a result of our evil 
deeds and our great guilt, and yet, our God, you 
have punished us less than our sins deserved and 
have given us a remnant like this. 14 Shall we then 
break your commands again and intermarry with 
the peoples who commit such detestable 
practices? Would you not be angry enough with us 
to destroy us, leaving us no remnant or survivor? 
15 Lord, the God of Israel, you are righteous! We 
are left this day as a remnant. Here we are before 
you in our guilt, though because of it not one of us 
can stand in your presence.”


10:1 While Ezra was praying and confessing, 
weeping and throwing himself down before the 
house of God, a large crowd of Israelites—men, 
women and children—gathered around him. They 
too wept bitterly. 2 Then Shekaniah son of Jehiel, 
one of the descendants of Elam, said to Ezra, “We 
have been unfaithful to our God by marrying 
foreign women from the peoples around us. But in 
spite of this, there is still hope for Israel. 3 Now let 
us make a covenant before our God to send away 
all these women and their children, in accordance 
with the counsel of my lord and of those who fear 
the commands of our God. Let it be done 
according to the Law. 
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