We need to remind ourselves that throughout the Bible God’s coming judgment is a
good thing, something to be celebrated, longed for, yearned over. It causes people to
shout for joy and the trees of the field to clap their hands. In a world of systematic
injustice, bullying, violence, arrogance, and oppression, the thought that there might
come a day when the wicked are firmly put in their place and the poor and weak are
given their due is the best news there can be. Faced with a world in rebellion, a world
full of exploitation and wickedness, a good God must be a God of judgment.

-N. T. Wright

For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until
now—and never to be equaled again. If those days had not been cut short, no one
would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will be shortened.

Matthew 24:21-22

Act 1: The attempted coup.

| saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is
called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and wages war. His eyes are like blazing
fire, and on his head are many crowns.He has a name written on him that no one knows
but he himself. He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of
God. The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in
fine linen, white and clean. Coming out of his mouth is a sharp sword with which to
strike down the nations.
“He will rule them with an iron scepter.”
He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. On his robe and on his
thigh he has this name written: king of kings and lord of lords. ...
Then | saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies gathered together to
wage war against the rider on the horse and his army.

Revelation 19:11-16, 19

Act 2: Taking Office.

The Lord is a God who avenges.

O God who avenges, shine forth.

Rise up, Judge of the earth;

pay back to the proud what they deserve.
How long, Lord, will the wicked,

how long will the wicked be jubilant?
They pour out arrogant words;



all the evildoers are full of boasting.
They crush your people, Lord;
they oppress your inheritance.
They slay the widow and the foreigner;
they murder the fatherless.
They say, “The Lord does not see;
the God of Jacob takes no notice.”
Take notice, you senseless ones among the people;
you fools, when will you become wise?
Does he who fashioned the ear not hear?
Does he who formed the eye not see?
Does he who disciplines nations not punish?
Does he who teaches mankind lack knowledge?
The Lord knows all human plans;
he knows that they are futile.
Psalm 94:1-11

Act 3: The decree.
Act 4: The warning.
1. Surrender to the Son.

2. Surrender that which is hidden to the Son.
3. Communicate terms of peace to those who don’t know the Son.



