C% The Church Empowered
for Mission




CALL TO WORSHIP

31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in
my word, you are truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth,
and the truth will set you free.” —Jobn 8:31-32



ACTS 24:1-2]

And after five days the bigh priest Ananias came down with some
elders and a spokesman, one Tertullus. They laid before the governor
their case against Paul. 2 And when bhe had been summoned,
lertullus began to accuse him, saying: “Since through you we enjoy
much peace, and since by your foresight, most excellent Felix, reforms
are being made for this nation, 3 in every way and everywhere we
accept this with all gratitude. 4 But, to detain you no further, I beg
you in your kindness to hear us briefly. 5 For we have found this man
a plague, one who stirs up riots among all the Jews throughout the
world and is a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes. 6 He even tried
to profane the temple, but we seized him.



ACTS 24:1-2]

8 By examining him yourself you will be able to find out from him
about everything of which we accuse him.” 9 The Jews also joined in
the charge, affirming that all these things were so. 10 And when the
governor had nodded to him to speak, Paul replied: “Knowing that
for many years you have been a judge over this nation, I cheerfully
make my defense. 11 You can verify that it is not more than twelve
days since I went up to worship in Jerusalem, 12 and they did not find
me disputing with anyone or stirring up a crowd, either in the temple

or in the synagogues or in the city. 13 Neither can they prove to you
what they now bring up against me.



ACTS 24:1-2]

14 But this I confess to you, that according to the Way, which they call
a sect, I worship the God of our fathers, believing everything laid down
by the Law and written in the Prophets, 15 having a hope in God,
which these men themselves accept, that there will be a resurrection of
both the just and the unjust. 16 So I always take pains to have a clear
conscience toward both God and man. 17 Now after several years |
came to bring alms to my nation and to present offerings. 18 While I
was doing this, they found me purified in the temple, without any
crowd or tumult. But some Jews from Asia— 19 they ought to be here
before you and to make an accusation, should they have anything

aga inst me.



ACTS 24:1-2]

20 Or else let these men themselves say what wrongdoing they found
when I stood before the council, 21 other than this one thing that 1

cried out while standing among them: ‘It is with respect to the
rvesurrvection of the dead that I am on trial before you this day.””
22 But Felix, having a rather accurate knowledge of the Way, put
them off, saying, “When Lysias the tribune comes down, I will decide
your case.” 23 Then he gave orders to the centurion that he should be
kept in custody but have some liberty, and that none of bis friends
should be prevented from attending to his needs.



ACTS 24:1-2]

24 After some days Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who was Jewish,
and be sent for Paul and beard him speak about faith in Christ Jesus.
25 And as he reasoned about righteousness and self-control and the
coming judgment, Felix was alarmed and said, “Go away for the
present. When I get an opportunity 1 will summon you.” 26 At the
same time he hoped that money would be given him by Paul. So he
sent for bim often and conversed with him. 27 When two years had
elapsed, Felix was succeeded by Porcius Festus. And desiring to do the
Jews a favor, Felix left Paul in prison.
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AHS |. THE WORLD WILL DISTORT THE TRUTH, SO STAND FIRM. (VS. 1-9)

And after five days the high priest Ananias came down with some elders and a

articulate lawyer
spokesman, one Tertullus. They laid before the governor their case against Paul.

2 And when he had been summoned, Tertullus began to accuse him, saying: “Since
Lie—civil unrest rampant under his rule

through you we enjoy much peace, and since by your foresight, most excellent Felix,
reforms are being made for this nation, 3 in every way and everywhere we accept this

with all gratitude. 4 But, to detain you no further, I beg you in your kindness to hear
False accusation 1

us briefly. 5 For we have found this man a plague, one who stirs up riots among all the

False accusation 2
Jews throughout the world and is a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes 6 He even

False accusation 3

tried to profane the temple, but we seized him.



ATS A NOTE ON TEXTUAL CRITICISM

6 He even tried to profane the temple, but we seized him. [ Where is verse 7?!] 8 By
examining him yourself you will be able to find out from him about everything of
which we accuse him.”

“But the chief captain Lysias came upon us, and with great violence took him away out
of our hands.” -Acts 24:7

+ V.7 — Is not a part of the earliest Greek manuscripts. It doesn’t
start appearing until the 5th century

. All in all, this is a textual criticism issue, not a doctrinal issue.




AHS |. THE WORLD WILL DISTORT THE TRUTH, SO STAND FIRM. [VS. 1-3]

4 But, to detain you no further, I beg you in your kindness to hear us briefly. 5 For we
False accusation 1

have found this man a plague, one who stirs up riots among all the Jews throughout

False accusation 2 False accusation 3

the world and is a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes. 6 He even tried to Erofane
the temple, but we seized him.

When the world bends the truth, don’t bend with it.



A”S Il. THE GOSPEL GIVES US CONFIDENCE, SO COURAGEOUSLY WITNESS T0 CHRIST. [vs. 10-21]

10 And when the governor had nodded to him to speak, Paul replied: “Knowing that

Paul doesn’t flatter. Just states the obvious.

for many years you have been a judge over this nation, I cheerfully make my defense.

: - Defense 1: Not even e.nouclqh time to stir up a coup
11 You can verify that it is not more than twelve days since I went up to worship in

Defense 2: No evidence of Paul purposefully starting riot

Jerusalem, 12 and they did not find me disputing with anyone or stirring up a crowd,

either in the temple or in the synagogues or in the city. 13 Neither can they prove to

you what they now bring up against me.

&



ANS II. THE GOSPEL GIVES US CONFIDENCE, SO COURAGEOUSLY WITNESS T0 CHRIST. [vs. 10-21)

Defense 3: | just came back to give an offering to the church at Jerusalem

17 Now after several years I came to bring alms to my nation and to present offerings.

Defense 4: | was purfied in the temple not descerating it

18 While I was doing this, they found me purified in the temple, without any crowd

The claims are baseless
or tumult. But some Jews from Asia— 19 they ought to be here before you and to

make an accusation, should they have anything against me.

Paul leverages a defense of his innocence to give a defense to the gospel.

&



ANS II. THE GOSPEL GIVES US CONFIDENCE, SO COURAGEOUSLY WITNESS T0 CHRIST. [vs. 10-21)

Ears would’'ve perked up Transition of convo. to gospel
14 But this I

confess to you,| that according to the Way, which they call a sect, I

worship the God of our fathers, believing everything laid down by the Law and

Roots his faith in Jewish Scriptures

written in the Prophets, 15 having a hope in God, which these men themselves

It all hinged on the resurrection—this is why he was on trial (v. 21)

accept, that there will be a resurrection of both the just and the unjust. 16 So I always

take pains to have a clear conscience toward both God and man.

A clear conscience comes from a settled hope: God is
faithful, the resurrection is coming, and Christ is enough. [%



AE]’S IIl. CONVICTION CAN BE REAL WITHOUT PRODUCING REPENTANCE. [vS. 22-27]

Not a stranger to the gospel/Christianity (Acts 10:44-46)
22 But Felix, having a rather accurate knowledge of the Way, put them oft, saying,

“When Lysias the tribune comes down, I will decide your case.” 23 Then he gave

Protection from the Jews
orders to the centurion that he should be keEt in custodX but have some liberty, and

Considerable freedom to be “in custody”
that none of his friends should be prevented from attending to his needs. 24 After

some days Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who was Jewish, and he sent for Paul and

Repeatedly heard the gospel
heard him speak about faith in Christ




AE"’S Ill. CONVICTION CAN BE REAL WITHOUT PRODUCING REPENTANCE. [vs. 22-27]

Gospel: Holiness of God in light of sinful man remedied in Christ
25 And as he reasoned about righteousness and self-control and the coming

Gk. emphobos —emotional fear in face of danger/awe [ie conviction]

said,] “Go away for the present. When I get an

The choice: repent or continued rejecting Just hoping for a bribe
opportunity I will summon you.” 26 At the same time he hoped that money would

judgment, Felix was alarmed and

Repetition can dull the potency of truth
be given him by Paul. So he sent for him often and conversed with him. 27 When two

years had elapsed, Felix was succeeded by Porcius Festus. And desiring to do the Jews

Conviction Iis not the same as

a favor, Felix left Paul in prison. repentance. You can feel bad about
sin w/o ever turning from it. This is a [%]
terrifying place to find yourself.
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Download the Grace Table App

Available in your app store

#  Download on the . GET ITON
@& App Store ® Google Play
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- FALL SEMESTER LAUNCH WEEK OF SEP. 21









SPRING STATION MC

Thursday 6 pm | 728 Spring Station Rd Mobile AL 36609

LEADERS: BRADWELL & LAFOY



MEADOWBROOK MC

Sunday 5 pm | 2850 Thornhill Dr Mobile AL 36606

LEADERS: HARKINS & CRESWELL



CRENSHAW MC

Tuesday 6 pm | 114 Crenshaw St Mobile AL 36606

LEADERS: CHEEK & NICHOLSON



ROSSWOOD MC

Monday 6:30 pm | 551 E Richardson Dr Mobile AL 36606

LEADERS: EZELL & MALONE



ATER

YOUNG ADULT MC

LEADERS: HEMBREE & MALONE



BENEDICTION

Leader:
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
2 Corinthians 13:14

People:
And also with you.
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