


8 And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I 
send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here I am! 
Send me.” 

-Isaiah 6:8

Acts 19:11-20
10 This continued for two years, so that all the residents of Asia heard 
the word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks. 11 And God was doing 
extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul, 12  so that even 
handkerchiefs or aprons that had touched his skin were carried away 
to the sick, and their diseases left them and the evil spirits came out of 
them. 13  Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists undertook to 
invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, 
saying, “I adjure you by the Jesus whom Paul proclaims.” 14  Seven 
sons of a Jewish high priest named Sceva were doing this.
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15  But the evil spirit answered them, “Jesus I know, and Paul I 
recognize, but who are you?” 16 And the man in whom was the evil 
spirit leaped on them, mastered all of them and overpowered them, so 
that they fled out of that house naked and wounded. 17  And this 
became known to all the residents of Ephesus, both Jews and Greeks. 
And fear fell upon them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was 
extolled. 18  Also many of those who were now believers came, 
confessing and divulging their practices.
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19 And a number of those who had practiced magic arts brought their 
books together and burned them in the sight of all. And they counted 
the value of them and found it came to fifty thousand pieces of silver. 
20 So the word of the Lord continued to increase and prevail mightily. 
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Ephesia Grammata
“Ephesian Letters”





“Magic seeks to manipulate the gods, expecting 
formulaic results, whereas miracles are God’s 
sovereign act through someone.”



The Three Cultural Worldviews 

1. Guilt-Innocence Predominantly Western cultures view sin as 
breaking the law. The core human problem is guilt, the solution is 
justification/forgiveness, and the desired outcome is innocence. 

2. Shame-Honor Collectivist cultures (often in the East) view sin as 
failing community expectations. The human problem is shame, the 
solution is reconciliation/adoption, and the desired outcome is 
honor. 

3. Fear-Power Animistic or spirit-focused cultures view sin as 
succumbing to evil forces. The human problem is fear, the solution 
is redemption/protection, and the desired outcome is spiritual 
power.
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"I have seen a certain man of my own country, whose name was Eleazar, releasing 
people that were demoniacal, in the presence of Vespasian and his sons and his 
captains and the whole multitude of his soldiers. The manner of the cure was this: He 
put a ring that had a root of one of those sorts mentioned by Solomon to the nostrils 
of the demoniac, after which he drew out the demon through his nostrils; and when 
the man fell down, immediately he abjured him to return into him no more, still 
making mention of Solomon, and reciting the incantations which he composed. And 
when Eleazar would persuade and demonstrate to the spectators that he had such a 
power, he set a little way off a cup or basin full of water, and commanded the demon, 
as he went out of the man, to overturn it, and thereby let the spectators know that he 
had left the man; and when this was done the skill and wisdom of Solomon were 
shown very manifestly."   

-Josephus ("Ant." viii. 2, § 5)
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Ephesians 2:1-5
2 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2  in which you once 
walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the 
power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of 
disobedience— 3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of our 
flesh, carrying out the desires of the flesh and the mind, and were by 
nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4 But God, being 
rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5 even 
when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with 
Christ—by grace you have been saved.
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10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 
11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand 
against the schemes of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh 
and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the 
cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of 
evil in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of 
God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having 
done all, to stand firm.
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14 Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having 
put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and, as shoes for your feet, 
having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. 16  In all 
circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can 
extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; 17 and take the helmet 
of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, 
18 praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. 
To that end, keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for 
all the saints.
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Benediction

Leader: 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

-2 Corinthians 13:14 

People: 
And also with you.




