


8 And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I 
send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here I am! 
Send me.” 

-Isaiah 6:8

Call To Worship

1 As a deer pants for flowing streams, so pants my soul for you, O 
God. 2 My soul thirsts for God, for the living God… 

11 Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil 
within me? Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my salvation 
and my God.  

— Psalms 42:1-2a, 11 



8 And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I 
send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here I am! 
Send me.” 

-Isaiah 6:8

Acts 18:1-18
After this Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2 And he found a 
Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, recently come from Italy with 
his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had commanded all the Jews to 
leave Rome. And he went to see them, 3  and because he was of the 
same trade he stayed with them and worked, for they were tentmakers 
by trade. 4  And he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and 
tried to persuade Jews and Greeks. 5  When Silas and Timothy 
arrived from Macedonia, Paul was occupied with the word, testifying 
to the Jews that the Christ was Jesus.



8 And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I 
send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here I am! 
Send me.” 

-Isaiah 6:8

Acts 18:1-18
6 And when they opposed and reviled him, he shook out his garments 
and said to them, “Your blood be on your own heads! I am innocent. 
From now on I will go to the Gentiles.” 7 And he left there and went to 
the house of a man named Titius Justus, a worshiper of God. His 
house was next door to the synagogue. 8  Crispus, the ruler of the 
synagogue, believed in the Lord, together with his entire household. 
And many of the Corinthians hearing Paul believed and were 
baptized. 9 And the Lord said to Paul one night in a vision, “Do not 
be afraid, but go on speaking and do not be silent, 10 for I am with 
you, and no one will attack you to harm you, for I have many in this 
city who are my people.” 



8 And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I 
send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here I am! 
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Acts 18:1-18
11 And he stayed a year and six months, teaching the word of God 
among them. 12 But when Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews 
made a united attack on Paul and brought him before the tribunal, 
13 saying, “This man is persuading people to worship God contrary to 
the law.” 14 But when Paul was about to open his mouth, Gallio said 
to the Jews, “If it were a matter of wrongdoing or vicious crime, O 
Jews, I would have reason to accept your complaint. 15 But since it is a 
matter of questions about words and names and your own law, see to 
it yourselves. I refuse to be a judge of these things.” 
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Acts 18:1-18

16  And he drove them from the tribunal. 17  And they all seized 
Sosthenes, the ruler of the synagogue, and beat him in front of the 
tribunal. But Gallio paid no attention to any of this. 18 After this, 
Paul stayed many days longer and then took leave of the brothers and 
set sail for Syria, and with him Priscilla and Aquila. At Cenchreae he 
had cut his hair, for he was under a vow.
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After this Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2  And he found a Jew named 

Aquila, a native of Pontus, recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because 

Claudius had commanded all the Jews to leave Rome. And he went to see them, 

3 and because he was of the same trade he stayed with them and worked, for they 

were tentmakers by trade. 4 And he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and 

tried to persuade Jews and Greeks. 5  When Silas and Timothy arrived from 

Macedonia, Paul was occupied with the word, testifying to the Jews that the Christ 

was Jesus.

God often strengthens us through ordinary people vs. 1-5
Huge port city which was an isthmus (750k people)

Due riots around ideas of Jesus

b/c of location: a hub of commerce, great wealth/influence, & sexual perversion 

Couple leveraged their lives for the gospel Woman of influence in the church

Seasons of fulltime & bi-vo ministry for Paul

Secular Vocation was mission field

Fundraised for Paul to go fulltime—(2 Cor. 8; 11; Phil. 4) 

Secular work becomes Sacred when lived &  
leveraged with gospel intentionality



6 And when they opposed and reviled him, he shook out his garments and said to 

them, “Your blood be on your own heads! I am innocent. From now on I will go to 

the Gentiles.” 7 And he left there and went to the house of a man named Titius 

Justus, a worshiper of God. His house was next door to the synagogue. 8 Crispus, the 

ruler of the synagogue, believed in the Lord, together with his entire household. And 

many of the Corinthians hearing Paul believed and were baptized. 9 And the Lord 

said to Paul one night in a vision, “Do not be afraid, but go on speaking and do not 

be silent, 10 for I am with you, and no one will attack you to harm you, for I have 

many in this city who are my people.” 

God’s Presence is greater than our fear vs. 6-11
They rejected gospel: we’re called to faithfulness—God handles fruitfulness 

Eze. 33 — watchman would warn of what was coming

Never give up on someone

Our greatest hope is not that life/ministry 
 will be easy; it’s that Christ is with us.

Paul ends up baptizing (1 Cor. 1:14-16) 

1. Don’t fear 2. Keep proclaiming

3. My presence goes where I call (Matt. 28:20) 4. I’ll protect you

5. I am sovereignly at work



11 And he stayed a year and six months, teaching the word of God among them. 

12 But when Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews made a united attack on Paul 

and brought him before the tribunal, 13 saying, “This man is persuading people to 

worship God contrary to the law.” 14 But when Paul was about to open his mouth, 

Gallio said to the Jews, “If it were a matter of wrongdoing or vicious crime, O Jews, I 

would have reason to accept your complaint. 15 But since it is a matter of questions 

about words and names and your own law, see to it yourselves. I refuse to be a judge 

of these things.” 

God’s sovereignty gives us confidence to keep pressing on vs. 12-18

Confidence in the Lord’s presence led him to stay

Chalked it up to an internal Jewish theological dispute

God was sovereignly at work in a pagan governor keeping his promise to protect Paul



16 And he drove them from the tribunal. 17 And they all seized Sosthenes, the ruler 

of the synagogue, and beat him in front of the tribunal. But Gallio paid no attention 

to any of this. 18 After this, Paul stayed many days longer and then took leave of the 

brothers and set sail for Syria, and with him Priscilla and Aquila. At Cenchreae he 

had cut his hair, for he was under a vow.

God’s sovereignty gives us confidence to keep pressing on vs. 12-18

They wanted to kill Paul; 
The Lord had other plans

Heading back to Antioch to conclude 2nd missionary journey

Not sure why they did this—we know he becomes a beleiver (1 Cor. 1:1)

Nazarite Vow—most likely did this as an act of devotion & gratitude towards the Lord

The world celebrates quick success.  
The Lord rewards faithful perseverance. 













8 And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I 
send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here I am! 
Send me.” 

-Isaiah 6:8

Benediction

Leader: 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

-2 Corinthians 13:14 

People: 
And also with you.




