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Renewal Amongst the Ruins




CALL TO WORSHIP

“The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the
testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple; 8 the
precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the
commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes.

Psalm 19:7-8



Nehemiah 7:73b-8:18

73b And when the seventh month bhad come, the people of Israel were in their towns.

8:1 And all the people gathered as one man into the square before the Water Gate. And
they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses that the Lord had
commanded Isvael. 2 So Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, both men
and women and all who could understand what they heard, on the first day of the
seventh month. 3 And he read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from
early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who
could understand. And the ears of all the people were attentive to the Book of the Law.



Nehemiah 7:73b-8:18

4 And Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden platform that they had made for the purpose.
And beside him stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiabh, Uriab, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah on
bis right band, and Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanab,
Zechariah, and Meshullam on bis left band. 5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of
all the people, for he was above all the people, and as he opened it all the people stood.
6 And Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen,
Amen,” lifting up their hands. And they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord
with their faces to the ground. 7 Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiab, Jamin, Akkub,
Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariabh, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiabh, the
Levites, helped the people to understand the Law, while the people remained in their
places. 8 They read from the book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they gave the sense,
so that the people understood the reading.



Nehemiah 7:73b-8:18

9 And Nehemiabh, who was the governor, and Ezrva the priest and scribe, and the Levites
who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is boly to the Lord your God; do
not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept as they heard the words of the Law. 10 Then
be said to them, “Go your way. Eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions to
anyone who bhas nothing ready, for this day is holy to our Lord. And do not be grieved,
for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” 11 So the Levites calmed all the people, saying,
“Be quiet, for this day is boly; do not be grieved.” 12 And all the people went their way
to eat and drink and to send portions and to make great rejoicing, because they had
understood the words that were declared to them.



Nehemiah 7:73b-8:18

13 On the second day the heads of fathers’ houses of all the people, with the priests and
the Levites, came together to Ezra the scribe in orvder to study the words of the Law.
14 And they found it written in the Law that the Lord had commanded by Moses that
the people of Israel should dwell in booths during the feast of the seventh month, 15 and
that they should proclaim it and publish it in all their towns and in Jerusalem, “Go out
to the hills and bring branches of olive, wild olive, myrtle, palm, and other leafy trees to
make booths, as it is written.” 16 So the people went out and brought them and made
booths for themselves, each on his roof, and in their courts and in the courts of the house
of God, and in the square at the Water Gate and in the square at the Gate of Epbraim.



Nehemiah 7:73b-8:18

17 And all the assembly of those who had returned from the captivity made booths and
lived in the bootbhs, for from the days of Jeshua the son of Nun to that day the people of
Israel had not done so. And there was very great rejoicing. 18 And day by day, from the
furst day to the last day, he read from the Book of the Law of God. They kept the feast

seven days, and on the eighth day there was a solemn assembly, according to the rule.
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IHG* REWARDS CLUB PROGRAM INFORMATION

Points accrued and avards issued are subject to the terms and conditions of the IHG® Rewards Club program. For
complete terms and conditions of the IHG® Rewards Club program, including all redemption values, please visit
wav.ihgrewardsclub.com. Terms and conditions of the IHG® Rewards Club program may be modified and services
and benefits may be added or deleted at any time without notice to Cardmembers. Individuals whose request for

a credit card are not approved will not be enrolled in the IHG® Rewards Club program through this offer, although
existing IHG® Rewards Club memberships will not be affected. Additional authorized users will not be enrolled in
the IHG® Rewards Club program as a result of this offer. IHG® Rewards Club points awarded through the use of the
authorized user’s card will only be credited to the Primary Cardmember’s IHG® Rewards Club account. Review the

»  “purchases” is defined in the section of this agreement titled How you can earn points
Chase may make changes to this program and the terms of this agreement at any time. For example, we may:
»  add new terms or delete terms
»  change how you earn points in this program
Chase may temporarily prohibit you from earning points, using points you've already earned that haven't been transferred
to IHG Rewards Club, or using any features of this program.
Chase may supplement this agreement with additional terms, conditions, disclosures, and agreements that will be
considered part of this agreement.
Points earned in this program are automatically transferred to IHG Rewards Club after the end of each billing cycle.
IHG Rewards Club may, in accordance with the IHG Rewards Club Membership Terms and Conditions, change the
IHG Rewards Club program. e
Chase may refer to this agreement as the IHG Rewards Club Premier Program Rules and Regulations in communications
about this program and in supplemental terms, conditions, disclosures, and agreements.
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Important information about this program and this agreement

*  Your IHG® Rewards Club Premier credit card account is issued solely by Chase Bank USA, N.A. This IHG Rewards Club
Premier card rewards program is offered through Six Continents Hotels, Inc. and Chase. This document describes how

the IHG Rewards Club Premier card rewards program works and is an agreement between you and Chase. You agree
that use of your account or any feature of this program indicates your acceptance of the terms of this agreement. In this
document, the following words have special meanings

+  Chase will send this notice to you in writing, which, at our option, may be delivered to you electronically by email or
through our online services, such as chase.com or the Chase Mobile App.
» Chase will give you notice of other changes to this program or agreement by posting an updated copy of this agreement

»  “agreement” means this document
»  “program™ means this IHG Rewards Club Premier card rewards program

How you can earn points

when you log in to our website, chase.com/ihgrewardsclub.

“account” means your credit card account that is linked to this program

“card” means any credit card or account number used to access your account

“we,” “us,” “our," and “Chase” mean Chase Bank USA, N.A. and its affiliates
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Renewal Amongst the Ruins




1. Renewal Flows from a Hunger for God’s Word (7:73b—8:1)

Sep/Oct
73b And when the seventh month had come, the people of Israel were in their

East Side of Jerusalem;
towns. Most likely here over Temple

United around the Word due to amount of people
8:1 And all the people gathered as one man into the square before the Water Gate.

Returned 13 years ago (Ez. 7.10) The Pentateuch (first 5 books of the Bible)
And they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses that the Lord

(or given)
had commanded Israel.

Spiritual decay doesn’t necessarily show up as open rebellion, but rather
In quiet indifference to the Word of God.



2. Renewal is Stewarded Through Regarding & Understanding God’s
Word (8:2—8)
Hours long event

3 And he read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from earlX morning

Deut. 31:13 (i.e. Kids)
until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who could

Not apathetic, but locked in
understand. And the ears of all the people were attentive to the Book of the Law.

S And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was above all the

Out of high reverence to the Word
people, and as he opened it all the people stood. 6 And Ezra blessed the Lord, the

Engaging with the Text & Exposition
great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. And

Renewed hearts regard God’s Word

they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground.




2. Renewal is Stewarded Through Regarding & Understanding God’s

Word (8:2—8) , ,
Had been preparing for this moment
4 And Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden platform that they had made for the

purpose. And beside him stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and

Maaseiah on his right hand, and Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum,
Hashbaddanah, Zechariah, and Meshullam on his left hand.
7 Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah,

Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, the Levites, helEed the EeOEle to

Renewal is not rooted in simply hearing, but also understanding
understand the Law, while the people remained in their places. 8 They read from the
Could mean translating Text to Aramaic
book, trom the Law of God, clearly, and they gave the sense, so that the people
The purpose of Biblical exposition |

understood the reading. For | did not shrink from declaring to

you the whole counsel of God.” -Acts 20:27



4. Renewal Restores Joy in the Lord (8:10-12, 17—18)

10 Then he said to them, “Go your way. Eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send

portions to anyone who has nothing ready, for this day is holy to our Lord. And do

Joy of the Lord = God’s good pleasure towards you
not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” 11 So the Levites calmed all

Strength= God saving; God protecting; God renewing
the people, saying, “Be quiet, for this day is holy; do not be grieved.” 12 And all the

people went their way to eat and drink and to send portions and to make great

God loves, likes, & takes delight in His people (Zep. 3:17; Jhn. 3:16, 15:15, Gal. 4:4-7, Eph. 1.)
rejoicing, because they had understood the words that were declared to them.

Their rejoicing in the Lord came from a clear understanding of the Word
and what it says about their position before the Lord.
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Renewal Amongst the Ruins




Download the Grace Table App

Available in your app store

#  Download on the . GET ITON
@& App Store ® Google Play




Kids Table

server training

NEXT SUNDAY (04.26) | IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING SERVICE






BENEDICTION

Leader:

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”
-2 Corinthians 13:14

People:
And also with you.



