


8 And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I 
send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here I am! 
Send me.” 

-Isaiah 6:8

Call To Worship

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also 
lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with 
endurance the race that is set before us, 2  looking to Jesus, the founder and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of 
God. 3  Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against 
himself, so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted. 

-Hebrews 12:1-3
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Acts 28:17-31
17 After three days he called together the local leaders of the Jews, and 
when they had gathered, he said to them, “Brothers, though I had 
done nothing against our people or the customs of our fathers, yet I was 
delivered as a prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans. 
18 When they had examined me, they wished to set me at liberty, 
because there was no reason for the death penalty in my case. 19 But 
because the Jews objected, I was compelled to appeal to Caesar—though 
I had no charge to bring against my nation. 20  For this reason, 
therefore, I have asked to see you and speak with you, since it is because 
of the hope of Israel that I am wearing this chain.”



8 And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I 
send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here I am! 
Send me.” 
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Acts 28:17-31
21 And they said to him, “We have received no letters from Judea 
about you, and none of the brothers coming here has reported or 
spoken any evil about you. 22 But we desire to hear from you what 
your views are, for with regard to this sect we know that everywhere it 
is spoken against.” 23 When they had appointed a day for him, they 
came to him at his lodging in greater numbers. From morning till 
evening he expounded to them, testifying to the kingdom of God and 
trying to convince them about Jesus both from the Law of Moses and 
from the Prophets. 24 And some were convinced by what he said, but 
others disbelieved. 
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Acts 28:17-31

25 And disagreeing among themselves, they departed after Paul had 
made one statement: “The Holy Spirit was right in saying to your 
fathers through Isaiah the prophet: 26  “‘Go to this people, and say, 
“You will indeed hear but never understand, and you will indeed see 
but never perceive.” 27  For this people's heart has grown dull, and 
with their ears they can barely hear, and their eyes they have closed; 
lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears and 
understand with their heart and turn, and I would heal them.’
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Acts 28:17-31

28 Therefore let it be known to you that this salvation of God has been 
sent to the Gentiles; they will listen.” 30 He lived there two whole years 
at his own expense, and welcomed all who came to him, 
31 proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus 
Christ with all boldness and without hindrance.
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send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here I am! 
Send me.” 

-Isaiah 6:8

Acts Outline
“But you will 
receive 
power when 
the Holy 
Spirit has 
come upon 
you, and you 
will be my 
witnesses in 
Jerusalem 
and in all 
Judea and 
Samaria, 
and to the 
end of the 
earth.” 
-Acts 1:8



17 After three days he called together the local leaders of the Jews, and when they had 

gathered, he said to them, “Brothers, though I had done nothing against our people 

or the customs of our fathers, yet I was delivered as a prisoner from Jerusalem into 

the hands of the Romans. 18 When they had examined me, they wished to set me at 

liberty, because there was no reason for the death penalty in my case. 19 But because 

the Jews objected, I was compelled to appeal to Caesar—though I had no charge to 

bring against my nation. 20 For this reason, therefore, I have asked to see you and 

speak with you, since it is because of the hope of Israel that I am wearing this chain.”

It’s worth it…because Christ is our only Hope (vs.17-23) 

Not in keeping the Law—not in their national identity—not in religious performance 

Deep love for his Jewish kinsmen (Rmns. 9:3)



23  When they had appointed a day for him, they came to him at his lodging in 

greater numbers. From morning till evening he expounded to them, testifying to the 

kingdom of God and trying to convince them about Jesus both from the Law of 

Moses and from the Prophets. 

It’s worth it…because Christ is our only Hope (vs.17-23) 

Made every opportunity to boast in Christ

Our only hope is not found in what we can accomplish for God, 
but in what God has accomplished for us through Jesus Christ. 



24  And some were convinced by what he said, but others disbelieved. 25  And 

disagreeing among themselves, they departed after Paul had made one statement: 

“The Holy Spirit was right in saying to your fathers through Isaiah the prophet: 

26 “‘Go to this people, and say, “You will indeed hear but never understand, and you 

will indeed see but never perceive.” 27 For this people's heart has grown dull, and 

with their ears they can barely hear, and their eyes they have closed; lest they should 

see with their eyes and hear with their ears and understand with their heart and turn, 

and I would heal them.’

It’s worth it…even when some reject the message (vs. 24-27) 

Some receive the gospel

We cannot manufacture faith that only 
God can give (Eph. 2:8-9)

Others reject the gospel

Rejection doesn’t suprise God quotes Isaiah 6:9-10

Reality: Some will hear & instead of repenting, will actively choose resistance



28 Therefore let it be known to you that this salvation of God has been sent to the 

Gentiles; they will listen.” 30 He lived there [Rome] two whole years at his own 

expense, and welcomed all who came to him, 31 proclaiming the kingdom of God 

and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and without hindrance.

It’s worth it…because God will keep his promises (vs. 28-31) 
Promise made: Acts 1:8; Promise kept.

History tells us, Paul goes before Caesar & is released. 
Paul goes on & preaches 2-3 more years.

Promise made: Acts 23:11; Promise kept.

Then… July of 64 AD—Nero & the Great Fire of Rome; 
Christians blamed & the first state-sponsored 
persecution of Christians ensued in Rome…

Then…65 AD tradition has it that Paul & Peter were placed in Mamertine Prison 
to await execution



8 And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I 
send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here I am! 
Send me.” 

-Isaiah 6:8

Paul’s Final Words | 2 Timothy 4
4  I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to 
judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: 
2  preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. 3  For the 
time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but 
having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit 
their own passions, 4 and will turn away from listening to the truth 
and wander off into myths. 5 But as for you, always be sober-minded, 
endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.
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Paul’s Final Words | 2 Timothy 4
6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the 
time of my departure has come. 7 I have fought the good fight, I 
have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Henceforth there is 
laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to me but 
also to all who have loved his appearing. 9 Do your best to come to me 
soon. 10 For Demas, in love with this present world, has deserted me 
and gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to 
Dalmatia. 11 Luke alone is with me. Get Mark and bring him with 
you, for he is very useful to me for ministry.
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Paul’s Final Words | 2 Timothy 4
12 Tychicus I have sent to Ephesus. 13 When you come, bring the cloak 
that I left with Carpus at Troas, also the books, and above all the 
parchments. 14 Alexander the coppersmith did me great harm; the 
Lord will repay him according to his deeds. 15 Beware of him yourself, 
for he strongly opposed our message. 16 At my first defense no one 
came to stand by me, but all deserted me. May it not be charged 
against them! 17 But the Lord stood by me and strengthened me, so 
that through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the 
Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion's mouth.
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Paul’s Final Words | 2 Timothy 4
18 The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed and bring me safely 
into his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 19  Greet Prisca and Aquila, and the household of 
Onesiphorus. 20 Erastus remained at Corinth, and I left Trophimus, 
who was ill, at Miletus. 21  Do your best to come before winter. 
Eubulus sends greetings to you, as do Pudens and Linus and Claudia 
and all the brothers. 22 The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be 
with you.
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Mamertine Prison | Rome
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Benediction

Leader: 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

-2 Corinthians 13:14 

People: 
And also with you.




