


CALL TO WORSHIP
“Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee 
from your presence? If I ascend to heaven, you are there! If I 
make my bed in Sheol, you are there! If I take the wings of 
the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even 
there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold 
me.”

Psalm 139:7-10



15 I gathered them to the river that runs to Ahava, and there we camped 
three days. As I reviewed the people and the priests, I found there none of 
the sons of Levi. 16 Then I sent for Eliezer, Ariel, Shemaiah, Elnathan, 
Jarib, Elnathan, Nathan, Zechariah, and Meshullam, leading men, and 
for Joiarib and Elnathan, who were men of insight, 17 and sent them to 
Iddo, the leading man at the place Casiphia, telling them what to say to 
Iddo and his brothers and the temple servants at the place Casiphia, 
namely, to send us ministers for the house of our God.

Ezra 8:15-23



18 And by the good hand of our God on us, they brought us a man of 
discretion, of the sons of Mahli the son of Levi, son of Israel, namely 
Sherebiah with his sons and kinsmen, 18; 19 also Hashabiah, and with 
him Jeshaiah of the sons of Merari, with his kinsmen and their sons, 20; 
20 besides 220 of the temple servants, whom David and his officials had set 
apart to attend the Levites. These were all mentioned by name.

Ezra 8:15-23



21  Then I proclaimed a fast there, at the river Ahava, that we might 
humble ourselves before our God, to seek from him a safe journey for 
ourselves, our children, and all our goods. 22 For I was ashamed to ask the 
king for a band of soldiers and horsemen to protect us against the enemy 
on our way, since we had told the king, “The hand of our God is for good 
on all who seek him, and the power of his wrath is against all who forsake 
him.” 23 So we fasted and implored our God for this, and he listened to 
our entreaty.

Ezra 8:15-23





Korah Rebellion



Who were the Levites?



“I gathered them to the river that runs to Ahava, and there we camped 
three days. As I reviewed the people and the priests, I found there none of 
the sons of Levi.”

-Ezra 8:15



Babylon Gardens



“16 Then I sent for Eliezer, Ariel, Shemaiah, Elnathan, Jarib, Elnathan, 
Nathan, Zechariah, and Meshullam, leading men, and for Joiarib and 
Elnathan, who were men of insight, 17 and sent them to Iddo, the leading 
man at the place Casiphia, telling them what to say to Iddo and his 
brothers and the temple servants at the place Casiphia, namely, to send us 
ministers for the house of our God.”

-Ezra 8:16-17



“16 Then I sent for Eliezer, Ariel, Shemaiah, Elnathan, Jarib, Elnathan, 
Nathan, Zechariah, and Meshullam, leading men, and for Joiarib and 
Elnathan, who were men of insight, 17 and sent them to Iddo, the leading 
man at the place Casiphia, telling them what to say to Iddo and his 
brothers and the temple servants at the place Casiphia, namely, to send us 
ministers for the house of our God.”

-Ezra 8:18-20



“21 Then I proclaimed a fast there, at the river Ahava, that we might 
humble ourselves before our God, to seek from him a safe journey for 
ourselves, our children, and all our goods. 22 For I was ashamed to ask the 
king for a band of soldiers and horsemen to protect us against the enemy 
on our way, since we had told the king, “The hand of our God is for good 
on all who seek him, and the power of his wrath is against all who forsake 
him.” 23 So we fasted and implored our God for this, and he listened to 
our entreaty.”

-Ezra 8:21-23













BENEDICTION

Leader: 
“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.” 
-2 Corinthians 13:14 

People: 
And also with you.


