
 

 

 



John 15 contains a picture of Jesus' teachings on true oneness, 
par5cularly the metaphor of the vine and the branches, 
emphasizing the themes of connec5on, love, and discipleship.   
 
1. **The True Vine (John 15:1-8)**: Jesus iden5fies Himself as the 
true vine and God the Father as the vinedresser. He explains that 
we are the branches. He emphasizes the necessity of abiding in Him 
to bear fruit; apart from Him, they can do nothing. The Father 
prunes branches (not the vine) that bear fruit to make them more 
fruiIul. V, three states we are CLEAN. Then Jesus states that 
bearing much fruit glorifies God and shows that we are His 
disciples. 
 
2. **The Command to Love (John 15:9-17)**: v 9 As the Father has 
loved me, so I have loved you!   From the Father through Jesus to 
us. He commands us to abide in His love and to keep His 
commandments, which includes the command to love one another 
as He has loved them. He highlights that greater love has no one 
than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. He calls His 
disciples friends, for He has made known to them everything He 
heard from the Father. We have moved from Servants to Friends  
Because He chose us, he also appointed us so we could ask the 
Father in His name. The ending command is so that we can love 
one another. 
 
3. **The World’s Hatred (John 15:18-25)**: Jesus warns His 
disciples that the world will hate them because they are not of the 
world, just as it hated Him. So get over it!  He explains that this 
hatred fulfills the scripture that says, “They hated me without a 
cause.” Those who walk with guilt and shame will find a righteous 



one to blame. Despite this, He assures them that they will have the 
Holy Spirit to help and empower them. 
 
4. **The Promise of the Holy Spirit (John 15:26-27)**: Foretelling, 
Jesus promises that when the Helper comes, whom He will send 
from the Father, He will bear witness about Jesus. The disciples are 
also called to bear witness because they have been with Jesus from 
the beginning.  If you have spent 5me with Jesus, you are also 
called to be a witness.  
John 16:1-4 is tied to John 15; he said all of 15 to keep us from 
falling away when they religiously kick us out of the church. And 
they will kill us, thinking they are doing God a favor. They will do 
these things because they do not know Jesus or the Father. This 
whole process of John 15. 
 
 
In summary, John chapter 15 emphasizes the importance of a deep, 
abiding rela5onship with Christ, the call to love one another, the 
inevitable opposi5on from the world, and the promise of the Holy 
Spirit to guide and empower believers.  

This chapter is pivotal in understanding the nature of discipleship 
and the Chris5an life. It is moving from Servant to Friend in 
prepara5on to rule the Kingdom of God as joint heirs with Him.  

 


