January 11, 2026 Faithful Subjects Pastor John Kupitz

Faithful Subjects in God's Kingdom: Living
as Citizens of Heaven in a Fallen World

Sermon Summary

This message challenges us to examine what it truly means to live as
faithful subjects in God's kingdom while navigating the complexities of our
earthly existence. Drawing from rich biblical examples —from Solomon's
humble prayer for wisdom to David's courageous confrontation of Goliath
—we're reminded that our citizenship in heaven demands characteristics
that often run counter to worldly values. The sermon walks us through
seven essential virtues: seeking God's guidance through prayer and
Scripture, developing wisdom and discernment to avoid deception,
practicing obedience to God's commands, pursuing justice and
righteousness with compassion, embracing humility and servant
leadership, cultivating a healthy fear and respect for God, and
demonstrating courage and strength in love. What's particularly striking is
the emphasis on how these aren't just abstract ideals but practical
necessities for living faithfully in a divided world. The story of Micaiah
confronting King Ahab reminds us that seeking truth over comfort is
crucial, while Jesus washing His disciples' feet shows us that true
leadership means serving others. We're called to recognize that when we
fail to keep God's word, the consequences aren't just divine punishment—
they're the natural result of going against reality itself. This message invites
us to move beyond polarized thinking, to have the courage to confront sin
lovingly, and to remember that our ultimate allegiance belongs to a
kingdom far greater than any earthly nation.
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Small Group Guide: Faithful Subjects in God's
Kingdom

Opening Prayer
Begin your time together by praying for open hearts, discernment, and
unity as you discuss these important topics.

Icebreaker

Question: If you could rename something in your community (like the
president renaming Alaska to "Hoth"), what would you rename and why?
What does this reveal about what's important to you?

Key Takeaways from the Sermon
The Seven Characteristics of Faithful Subjects:

1. Seeking God's Guidance - Through prayer, Scripture, and wise
counsel

2. Wisdom and Discernment - Critical thinking and spiritual
discernment to avoid deception

3. Obedience - Following God's commandments and leading others in
faithful obedience

4. Justice and Righteousness - Upholding justice while showing mercy
and compassion

5. Humility, Honor, and Servant Leadership - Putting others before
personal gain

6. Fear and Respect - Reverence for God and healthy fear of sin's
consequences

7. Courage and Strength - Boldness to do what's right, even when it's
difficult

Discussion Questions

Section 1: Seeking God's Guidance (15-20 minutes)
Read: 2 Chronicles 18:1-34 (summary provided in sermon)
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1. Reflection Question: King Jehoshaphat insisted on hearing from a
true prophet, even though 400 others were saying what King Ahab
wanted to hear. When have you experienced pressure to accept
popular opinion instead of seeking God's truth?

2. Personal Application: The sermon emphasized daily Bible reading
and prayer. On a scale of 1-10, how would you rate your current
consistency? What specific obstacles keep you from this daily
practice?

3. Challenge Question: Martin Luther said, "If you're too busy to pray,
you're just too busy." What would need to change in your schedule
to prioritize seeking God's guidance daily?

Section 2: Wisdom and Discernment (15-20 minutes)

Read: Proverbs 14:8 - "The wisdom of the shrewd person is to discern his
way, but the folly of fools is deception.”

4. Discussion Question: The sermon stated, "You are either discerning
or you're being deceived." What are some areas in modern life where
Christians particularly need discernment (social media, news,
relationships, etc.)?

5. Practical Question: The pastor mentioned that sometimes wise
people "waste their breath" trying to explain things to fools. How do
we balance being gracious teachers with knowing when someone
isn't genuinely seeking truth?

6. Group Exercise: Share an example of a time when you or someone
you know demonstrated good discernment. What made the
difference?

Section 3: Justice, Righteousness, and Compassion (20-25 minutes)
Read: Zechariah 7:9-10

7. Challenging Question: The sermon listed "the widow, the orphan, the
foreigner, and the poor" as people God calls us to help. Today these
might be "single parents, foster kids, immigrants, and the homeless.'
Why is it sometimes difficult for Christians to show compassion to
these groups?
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8.

Honest Discussion: The pastor shared personal experiences of being
hurt while trying to help others. Have you or someone you know
experienced this? How did it affect your willingness to help again?
How do we maintain compassion while also exercising wisdom?

Application Question: What is one practical way your group could

exercise "kindness and social justice" in your community this
month? Be specific.

Section 4: Humility and Servant Leadership (15-20 minutes)
Read: John 13:12-15 (Jesus washing the disciples' feet)

10.

11.

Reflection Question: When King David prayed, he referred to himself
as "your servant" repeatedly. When you pray, what is your attitude?
Do you approach God as His servant, or primarily as someone
asking for things?

Leadership Question: Jesus said, "If anyone wants to be first, he
must be last of all and a servant of all." Where in your life (work,
home, church, community) do you have opportunities to lead by
serving?

Section 5: Courage and Confrontation (20-25 minutes)

Read: 1 Corinthians 16:13-14 - "Stay alert, stand firm in the faith, show
courage, be strong, and everything you do should be done in love."

12.

13.

14.

Personal Question: The pastor admitted that confronting sin in
others is difficult for him, even as a pastor. Is there someone in your
life you need to have a difficult conversation with? What holds you
back?

Encouragement Discussion: The sermon noted that when the pastor
approaches difficult conversations with prayer, love, and grace, they
"almost always" go well. Has anyone in the group experienced this?
Share your story to encourage others.

Courage Challenge: The pastor said, "If it's the right thing to do, then
it's the right thing to do. That's the end of it." What is one area where
you need to demonstrate courage this week, even if it might not go
well?
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Section 6: Unity in a Divided World (20-25 minutes)
Read: The sermon's discussion of Northern Ireland and polarization

15.

16.

17.

Cultural Reflection: The pastor expressed concern about narratives
that cause people to vilify others and assume the worst. Where do
you see this happening in our culture today? How does it affect
relationships?

Church Unity: How can we as a church maintain unity while people
hold different political views or opinions on current events? What
biblical principles should guide us?

Personal Examination: Have you found yourself assuming the worst
about someone because of their political views, news sources, or
opinions on current events? How does this align with Christ's call to
love?

Practical Applications
This Week's Challenge:

Choose ONE of the seven characteristics to focus on this week. Share
which one you chose and why.

Suggested Actions:

Seeking God's Guidance: Commit to 15 minutes of prayer and Bible
reading each morning. Use a journal to record insights.

Wisdom and Discernment: Before sharing news or opinions on social
media, pause and ask: "Is this true? Is it helpful? Is it kind?"
Obedience: Identify one area where you know God's will but haven't
been obedient. Take one step toward obedience this week.

Justice and Righteousness: Research one local organization serving
the vulnerable (single parents, foster kids, immigrants, homeless)
and find one way to help.

Humility and Servant Leadership: Look for one opportunity each day
to serve someone without recognition or thanks.

Fear and Respect: When facing temptation this week, actively "flee"
from it rather than entertaining it.

Courage and Strength: Have that difficult conversation you've been
avoiding, covered in prayer and done in love.
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Looking Ahead
Faith and Politics Class: The church is offering a "God and Governance"
class to help navigate faith in a politically divided world.

« Discussion: What concerns or hopes do you have about this class?

«  Commitment: Will you attend? Will you invite others?

+  Prayer: Pray for the pastors as they lead this courageous
conversation.

Closing Reflection
Read Together: Jeremiah 9:23-24

"The Lord says: Wise people should not boast that they are wise. Powerful
people should not boast that they are powerful. Rich people should not
boast that they are rich. If people want to boast, they should boast about
this: They should boast that they understand and know me. They should
boast that they know and understand that |, the Lord, exercise kindness,
justice, and righteousness on earth."

Final Question: What does it mean for you personally to "boast that you
understand and know" the Lord?

Closing Prayer
Pray specifically for:

+  Courage to be faithful subjects in God's kingdom
+  Wisdom and discernment in a world of deception
«  Unity in the church despite differences

«  Strength to confront sin with love

+ Hearts that seek justice and show mercy

«  Daily commitment to prayer and Scripture

*  The upcoming Faith and Politics class
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Scripture References from the Sermon
Explicitly Mentioned Scripture References:

2 Chronicles 18 (entire chapter discussed, specifically verses 14, 34)
1 Kings 9:9-10 (Solomon's prayer for wisdom)

Proverbs 4.7 - "Wisdom is supreme, so acquire wisdom"

Proverbs 14:8 - About wisdom and discernment vs. deception
Joshua 1:8 (paraphrased as "Joshua 9" in sermon) - Meditating on
God's instruction

6. 1 Samuel 12:14-15 - Fearing and obeying the Lord

7. Jeremiah 9:23-24 - Boasting in knowing the Lord

8. Zechariah 7:9-10 - True judgment and compassion

9. 2 Samuel 7:18-29 (David's prayer using "servant" repeatedly)

10. John 13:12-15 - Jesus washing the disciples' feet

11. Mark 9:35 - "If anyone wants to be first, he must be last"

12. Deuteronomy 17:19 - The king reading God's word

13. Matthew 10:28 - "Do not fear those who kill the body"

14. Deuteronomy 10:12-13 - What the Lord requires, for your own good
15. 1 Samuel 17:37 - David and Goliath

16. Numbers 13:30-31 - Caleb's courage about the Promised Land

17. 1 Corinthians 16:13-14 - "Stay alert, stand firm in the faith"

18. Psalm 72:1-4 - Prayer for the king to judge justly

Alluded to or Thematically Referenced:

Ul o

19. Luke 10:25-37 - The Good Samaritan parable

20. Genesis 4:7 - Sin crouching at the door (sin as predator)

21. Proverbs 29:14 - Kings judging the poor with fairness

22. Romans 12:2 - Not conforming to patterns of this world (opening
prayer reference)

23. Hebrews 12:2 - Author and perfecter of faith (opening prayer
reference)
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5-Day Devotional: Faithful Subjects in God's
Kingdom

Day 1: Seeking the King's Guidance
2 Chronicles 18:1-34; James 1:5-8

King Jehoshaphat refused to settle for 400 yes-men prophets. He
demanded truth, even when uncomfortable. Like him, we must pursue
God's authentic voice through prayer and Scripture, not just affirming
echoes of our preferences. The prophet Micaiah spoke hard truth that cost
him imprisonment, yet he remained faithful. Today, we have direct access
to God through prayer and His Word — privileges the ancient kings didn't
fully possess. Are you truly seeking God's guidance daily, or merely
looking for divine rubber stamps on predetermined decisions? Set aside
time today for honest prayer. Ask God to reveal areas where you've been
listening to convenient voices rather than His truth. Commit to daily Bible
reading, remembering Martin Luther's wisdom: if you're too busy to pray,
you're simply too busy.

Day 2: Wisdom Over Deception
Proverbs 4:1-13; 1 Corinthians 2:6-16

Solomon's request for discernment pleased God more than requests for
wealth or power. In our information-saturated age, discernment is
desperately needed. Proverbs 14:8 presents a stark reality: we're either
discerning or being deceived. There's no neutral ground. Every day, forces
compete for your allegiance through manipulation, half-truths, and
emotional appeals. The shrewd person discerns their way; the fool
embraces deception. Critical thinking isn't skepticism for its own sake—
it's wisdom applied to a fallen world. Today, practice discernment. Before
accepting a narrative, ask: What's the source? What's the evidence? Does
this align with Scripture? Pray for the Holy Spirit to sharpen your ability to
distinguish truth from lies. Remember, acquiring wisdom and
understanding isn't optional—it's supreme (Proverbs 4:7).
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Day 3: Humble Obedience
2 Samuel 7:18-29; John 13:1-17

King David's prayer reveals stunning humility. Seven times he calls himself
"your servant" while addressing God. This is the heart posture God desires
—not entitled demanding, but humble submission. Jesus reinforced this
when He washed His disciples' feet, demonstrating that greatness in
God's kingdom means serving others. Obedience isn't merely rule-
following; it's fruit-bearing alignment with reality itself. God's commands
exist for our good (Deuteronomy 10:12-13). When we disobey, we don't
just anger God—we harm ourselves by rejecting the Designer's
instructions. Today, examine your prayer life. Do you approach God as His
servant, or as a consumer placing orders? Identify one area where you've
been resisting obedience. Confess it, and ask God for strength to align
your life with His Word. True freedom comes through submission to the
King.

Day 4: Justice, Mercy, and Compassion
Zechariah 7:8-10; Matthew 25:31-46

Biblical justice isn't abstract philosophy—it's concrete action toward the
vulnerable. The widow, orphan, foreigner, and poor aren't merely
categories; they're people God specifically commands us to protect and
serve. Justice blesses the brokenhearted. Yet helping is complicated.
We've been burned, manipulated, taken advantage of. The Good
Samaritan story challenges us, but what if the victim had turned on his
rescuer? This is where wisdom meets compassion. We don't stop helping
because some abuse generosity; we become more prayerful and
discerning about how we help. Jesus identifies Himself with the hungry,
thirsty, stranger, naked, sick, and imprisoned (Matthew 25:40). Today, ask
God to show you one specific person or group you can serve. Don't let
past disappointments harden your heart. Exercise true judgment with
brotherhood and compassion. Let justice and mercy flow together.
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Day 5: Courage in Love
1 Samuel 17:32-50; 1 Corinthians 16:13-14

David faced Goliath not with foolish bravado, but with courageous faith in
God's deliverance. True courage acknowledges real danger while trusting
God's greater power. Today's Goliaths look different—difficult
conversations, confronting sin, standing for truth in polarized times. We've
become too nice, mistaking conflict-avoidance for Christlike love. But love
sometimes requires courage to speak truth. Is there someone you need to
confront in love? A relationship where you've been dishonest to keep
peace? Paul's command is clear: be alert, stand firm, show courage, be
strong—but do everything in love. Courage without compassion is
brutality. Compassion without courage is cowardice. Today, pray for
boldness to have that difficult conversation. Approach with grace, covered
in prayer, motivated by love. Remember: if it's the right thing to do, it's the
right thing to do. Trust God with the outcome.



