
When in Romans: Part 4 2.8.26

Summary 
This exploration of Romans 1:18-32 confronts us with an uncomfortable yet essential truth: 
God's wrath is real, and it's actually comforting. We often live in an era of 'bobblehead 
Jesus'—a sanitized version of faith that emphasizes only love and acceptance while ignoring 
divine justice. But when we truly grasp that God's righteous anger burns against evil, we find 
comfort in knowing He shares our fury at the injustice, suffering, and brokenness we witness 
daily. The passage reveals three critical truths: first, that everyone knows God through creation 
itself, leaving us without excuse; second, that God's temporal wrath manifests when He 'gives 
people over' to their destructive desires, leading to the death of relationships, health, freedom, 
and joy; and third, that eternal wrath awaits those who persist in unbelief and disobedience. 
Yet this sobering reality makes the gospel shine even brighter—Jesus Christ stands as our 
shield, absorbing the full force of divine wrath that we deserve. His sacrifice transforms us from 
objects of wrath into beloved children, protected not by our goodness but by His 
righteousness. This message calls us to hold both truths simultaneously: trembling before 
God's holiness while resting securely in Christ's saving work.


Scripture References from the Sermon 
Explicitly Referenced Scriptures: 
Romans 1:18-32 - Main text of the sermon, read in full

Romans 6 - "The wages of sin is death" (likely Romans 6:23)

Hebrews 9:27 - "Physical death comes once, and then we face judgment"

Hebrews 3:10-11 - God's anger toward Israel in the wilderness

Hebrews 3:17-19 - Those who sinned and could not enter God's rest due to unbelief

Revelation 21:8 - The second death and the lake of fire

Psalm 95 - Referenced as being quoted in Hebrews 3


Alluded to or Implied: 
Genesis 2-3 - The fall of Adam and Eve, introduction of death through sin

Psalm 139:23-24 - King David's prayer: "Search me, oh God. Know my heart. Know my 

anxious thoughts"

Romans 3:20 - Mentioned as part of the larger section Paul is building toward

Romans 5 - Referenced as upcoming study about Jesus as our shield


Discussion Questions 

• How does understanding God's wrath as a response to evil actually provide comfort rather 
than fear, and what does this reveal about His character?


• In what ways do you see evidence of God 'giving people over' to their sinful desires in our 
current society, and how does this manifest as various forms of death?


• The sermon equates disobedience with unbelief based on Hebrews 3. How does this 
challenge your understanding of what it means to truly believe in God?
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• What is the difference between the 'bobblehead Jesus' cultural Christianity and genuine faith 
that acknowledges both God's love and His wrath?


• How does the concept of general revelation—that everyone knows God through creation—
affect our responsibility to respond to Him and our view of accountability?


• In what ways might you be storing up sin in your heart, and how can you actively seek God's 
help to avoid being 'given over' to destructive desires?


• How does standing behind Jesus as our shield from God's wrath deepen your worship and 
appreciation for what Christ accomplished on the cross?


• What are the 'tiny deaths' you've experienced or witnessed as consequences of sin, such as 
death of relationships, health, freedom, or joy?


• How should the reality that sin leads to both temporal and eternal death shape the way we 
approach our daily choices and relationship with God?


• What does it mean practically to have a 'right and holy fear' of God while simultaneously 
celebrating the protective love found in Jesus Christ?


5-Day Devotional: Understanding God's Wrath and Grace

Day 1: The Comfort of God's Righteous Anger
Reading: Psalm 7:9-17

Devotional: God's wrath against evil may seem frightening, but it reveals His passionate commitment to 
justice and righteousness. When we witness injustice in our world—broken relationships, addiction, 
violence—we feel anger. This righteous anger reflects God's own heart. He is not indifferent to suffering; 
He hates what destroys His beloved creation. This should comfort us. We serve a God who cares deeply 
about right and wrong. Today, reflect on areas where you've witnessed injustice. How does knowing God 
shares your anger bring comfort? Let this truth deepen your worship of a God who is both loving and just, 
never passive toward evil.

Day 2: Without Excuse—God's General Revelation
Reading: Romans 1:18-23

Devotional: Creation itself testifies to God's existence, power, and divine nature. The intricacy of a 
flower, the vastness of the night sky, the complexity of human consciousness—all point to a Creator. Paul 
declares that humanity is "without excuse" because God has made Himself plain through what He has 
made. This general revelation means every person has encountered evidence of God. Today, take time to 
observe creation around you. What does it reveal about God's character? How might you share this truth 
with someone who claims God has never revealed Himself to them? Let creation become your worship 
guide today.
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Day 3: The Consequences of Being Given Over
Reading: Romans 1:24-32

Devotional: Perhaps the most terrifying aspect of God's wrath is when He "gives people over" to their 
sinful desires. This isn't active punishment but the removal of His restraining grace. When God steps 
back, sin multiplies exponentially, bringing death to relationships, health, freedom, and joy. Sin promises 
satisfaction but delivers only emptiness and destruction. Examine your own heart today. Are there areas 
where you're flirting with sin, thinking it will bring fulfillment? Pray David's prayer: "Search me, O God, 
and know my heart. If there is any wicked way in me, lead me in the way everlasting." Don't ask God to 
give you what you want; ask Him to give you what you need—Himself.

Day 4: Unbelief Equals Disobedience
Reading: Hebrews 3:7-19

Devotional: The Israelites wandered in the desert for forty years because of their unbelief, which God 
equated with disobedience. This parallel is sobering: to disbelieve God is to disobey Him. Faith isn't 
merely intellectual agreement; it's active trust that transforms behavior. The Israelites saw miracles yet 
grumbled and rebelled, revealing hearts that didn't truly trust God's goodness. In God's anger, He declared 
they would never enter His rest. Today, examine the connection between your beliefs and your actions. 
Does your life reflect genuine faith in God's promises? Where might unbelief be masquerading as 
something else—worry, control, compromise? True faith produces obedient trust.

Day 5: Our Shield Against Wrath
Reading: Romans 5:6-11

Devotional: After understanding God's righteous wrath against sin, we can truly appreciate the gospel. 
Every person deserves to face God's anger—both the temporal consequences of being given over to sin 
and the eternal second death. But Jesus Christ stepped between us and God's wrath, absorbing it 
completely on the cross. His blood cleanses us, making us righteous before a holy God. We who deserve 
death receive life; we who deserve rejection receive adoption. Stand in awe today of this substitutionary 
sacrifice. Let understanding God's wrath deepen your gratitude for Jesus. Worship Him who bore what 
you deserved. And live today as one shielded by grace, compelled by love to pursue holiness.

As you complete this devotional journey, remember: God's wrath reveals His justice, but His love reveals 
His heart. In Christ, we experience both—the seriousness of sin and the magnificence of grace.


