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Bargaining With God

There’s something in us that wants to leverage God and his power for our end.
We all try to get God in on our thing. We try to bargain with him through prayer,
church attendance, giving, or short-term obedience. In the Easter story, Judas
tried to get Jesus to do what he wanted, without regard for Jesus’ ministry and
mission. That may seem ridiculous, but there’s a little Judas in all of us.

1. What is something that was important to you in the past that no longer
seems important? What changed in your life caused a shift in your
priorities?

2. What are some reasons people try to bargain with God? How does that
bargaining affect their view of God?

3. During the message, Dave said, “There’s a little bit of Judas in all of us,”
meaning that we’re all tempted to try to manipulate God for the benefit
of our own agendas. Do you agree? Why or why not?

4. Talk about a time when you became impatient with God. How did you
respond to that impatience? How did God respond?

5. Read Matthew 26:6—-16. Do you relate to the disciples’ reaction to the
woman’s behavior toward Jesus? Why or why not?

6. For what or whom are you tempted to trade your relationship with
Christ? What is one thing you can do this week to surrender that part of
your life to God? How can this group hold you accountable?



