
 

Suffering 

INTRODUCTION  
There’s one question about God that elicits the most emotion, but has no 
emotionally satisfying answer. If God is good, why is there so much suffering in 
the world? If God were all-powerful, he could eliminate suffering. If God were 
loving, he would eliminate suffering. So, is he unable or unwilling?  
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  

1. How do you typically respond when people ask you a question and you 
don’t have an answer? 
 

2. Has anyone ever asked you, “If God is good, why is there so much suffering 
in the world?” If so, how did you respond?  
 

3. Talk about some things you read about or saw on the news this week that 
reveal the brokenness of the world. How did you respond to those stories?  
 

4. During the message, Dave said, “The best possible world is a world in which 
men and women are free to sin but choose not to.” Do you agree with that 
statement? Why or why not?  
 

5. Read Romans 8:18–21. Is it difficult for you to believe that one day all of 
creation will be “liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the 
freedom and glory of the children of God”? Why or why not?  
 

6. To be able to answer other people’s tough questions about why God allows 
suffering in the world, you first have to arrive at some personal conclusions. 
What is one thing you can do to this week to answer that question for 
yourself?  


