INTRODUCTION

Controversies arise in churches for many reasons. Some important. Some
seemingly trivial. One tension that arose in the early days of the Church and
that continues to surface over and over is the issue of grace and truth. Namely,
how good does a person have to be in order to be part of the church?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. From your perspective, who is the church for?

2. Have you had any bad experiences with a church that made you want to
say, “l don’t want anything to do with them anymore”?

3. In your opinion, is it too easy or too hard to become a Christian?
4. Read Acts 15. The controversy for the Church at that time was over
circumcision and dietary laws. What are contemporary sources of

controversy for “entry” in the Church?

5. How can you guard against the propensity to drift toward law and away
from grace?



