


Call everything by its name



Genesis	2:16-17
16 And the LORD God commanded the man, “You are 
free to eat from any tree in the garden; 
17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will 
certainly die.”



Genesis	2:19
19 Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground all 
the wild animals and all the birds in the sky. He brought 
them to the man to see what he would name them; and 
whatever the man called each living creature, that was 
its name.



Haggai	1:3-12
3 Then the word of the LORD came through the prophet 
Haggai: 
4 “Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in your 
paneled houses, while this house remains a ruin?” 
5 Now this is what the LORD Almighty says: “Give careful 
thought to your ways.



Haggai	1:3-12
6 You have planted much, but harvested little. You eat, 
but never have enough. You drink, but never have your 
fill. You put on clothes, but are not warm. You earn 
wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it.” 
7 This is what the LORD Almighty says: “Give careful 
thought to your ways.



Haggai	1:3-12
8 Go up into the mountains and bring down timber and build my 
house, so that I may take pleasure in it and be honored,” says the 
LORD. 
9 “You expected much, but see, it turned out to be little. What you 
brought home, I blew away. Why?” declares the LORD Almighty. 
“Because of my house, which remains a ruin, while each of you is 
busy with your own house. 
10 Therefore, because of you the heavens have withheld their dew 
and the earth its crops.



Haggai	1:3-12
11 I called for a drought on the fields and the mountains, on the grain, 
the new wine, the olive oil and everything else the ground produces, 
on people and livestock, and on all the labor of your hands.” 
12 Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, Joshua son of Jozadak, the high 
priest, and the whole remnant of the people obeyed the voice of the 
LORD their God and the message of the prophet Haggai, because the 
LORD their God had sent him. And the people feared the LORD.
1



Malachi	3:8-10
8 “Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob me. “But you 
ask, ‘How are we robbing you?’ “In tithes and offerings. 
9 You are under a curse—your whole nation—because 
you are robbing me.



Malachi	3:8-10
10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there 
may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the 
LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the 
floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that 
there will not be room enough to store it. 



1	Samuel	15:13	
13 …Saul said, “The LORD bless you! I have carried out the 
LORD’s instructions.”



Acts	5:1-10
1 Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, 
also sold a piece of property.
2 With his wife’s full knowledge he kept back part of the 
money for himself, but brought the rest and put it at the 
apostles’ feet.
3 Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled 
your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept 
for yourself some of the money you received for the land?



Acts	5:1-10
4 Didn’t it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, 
wasn’t the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing 
such a thing? You have not lied just to human beings but to God.”
5 When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear 
seized all who heard what had happened.
6 Then some young men came forward, wrapped up his body, and 
carried him out and buried him.
7 About three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had 
happened.



Acts	5:1-10
8 Peter asked her, “Tell me, is this the price you and Ananias 
got for the land?” “Yes,” she said, “that is the price.”
9 Peter said to her, “How could you conspire to test the Spirit 
of the Lord? Listen! The feet of the men who buried your 
husband are at the door, and they will carry you out also.”
10 At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the 
young men came in and, finding her dead, carried her out and 
buried her beside her husband.



2	Corinthians	11:4
4 For if someone comes to you and preaches a Jesus 
other than the Jesus we preached, or if you receive a 
different spirit from the Spirit you received, or a different 
gospel from the one you accepted, you put up with it 
easily enough.



Three	steps	to	solve	this	problem	
1.  Let us restore the authority of the Word in our 
lives. 
2.  Resist the temptation to arbitrarily name events 
and circumstances again. 
3.  When you return everything to its name, you 
will overcome resistance and will be relaxed.



Nehemiah	8:1-5
1 All the people came together as one in the square before the 
Water Gate. They told Ezra the teacher of the Law to bring out 
the Book of the Law of Moses, which the LORD had 
commanded for Israel.
2 So on the first day of the seventh month Ezra the priest 
brought the Law before the assembly, which was made up of 
men and women and all who were able to understand.



Nehemiah	8:1-5
3 He read it aloud from daybreak till noon as he faced the square 
before the Water Gate in the presence of the men, women and others 
who could understand. And all the people listened attentively to the 
Book of the Law.
4 Ezra the teacher of the Law stood on a high wooden platform built for 
the occasion. Beside him on his right stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, 
Uriah, Hilkiah and Maaseiah; and on his left were Pedaiah, Mishael, 
Malkijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah and Meshullam.



Nehemiah	8:1-5
5 Ezra opened the book. All the people could see him 
because he was standing above them; and as he opened 
it, the people all stood up.




