


Loving God’s Discipline
Proverbs 3:11-12
Do not despise the Lord’s discipline, and do not resent his
rebuke, because the Lord disciplines those he loves, as a father
the son he delights in.
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Since the Beginning
• Adam and Eve
• Genesis 3:11-12
Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not
to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be
with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.”

• YOU gave her to me.
• SHE gave me the fruit.
• Romans 5:12
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What is Ownership?
• Earthly
• Taking possession of something.

• Biblical
• Shining a light on your areas of deficiency or sin,
admitting your weakness in them, and asking God to
teach and train you beyond your current ability.

• Taking an active role in accomplishing the mission of
your life.
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The Corinthian Church
• 2 Corinthians 3:18
• And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the
Lord, are being transformed into the same image from
one degree of glory to another.



Ownership is looking at your 
Christian walk with an 

“unveiled face.”

It enables us to move “from 
glory to glory.”
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What is Ownership NOT?
• It’s not about anyone else.
• Excusing the sin of others.
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Owning The State You’re In
• True self-honesty
• The opposite: victimhood
• The middle ground: denial or apathy
• “We are all failures - at least the best of us are.”

- J.M. Barrie
• Failure is a part of life.



Owning The State You’re In
• Signs/symptoms of a lack of ownership
• Consistent, uncontrolled anger
• Long term, unresolved hurt
• History of ruined relationships
• A family who remains distant from you
• Your family showing signs of suffering
• Consistent or long term job issues



“Your emotions will lie to you!”
-David Gilbert
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Owning The State You’re In
• It doesn’t affect just us.
• Our Family
• Our Witness
• Our Kingdom Usefulness
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• Quickly and eagerly accept responsibility for our
shortcomings.

• Treat every challenge, struggle, or trial as an opportunity for
growth.

• King Saul vs King David
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Owning The State You’re In
• 1 Samuel 15
• 15 Saul said, “They have brought them from the
Amalekites, for the people spared the best of the sheep
and of the oxen to sacrifice…”

• 21 “But the people took of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the
best of the things devoted to destruction…”

• 26“The Lord has rejected you from being king over
Israel.”



Owning The State You’re In
• 2 Samuel 12:13
David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.” And
Nathan said to David, “The Lord also has put away your sin;
you shall not die. 



You can live your whole life completely
sure that you’re justified in your
emotions and actions, and from the
world’s perspective you may be.

You can ride that emotional train to
the station of defeat, destruction, and a

low-impact, or meaningless life.



Two Types of Ownership
• Owning the state you’re in
• Owning your purpose
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Owning Your Purpose
• What’s a “purpose” anyway?
• Earthly
• One’s intention or objective

• Biblical
• To grow the Kingdom of God. (Transformed lives for
Christ!)

• Just start serving.
• “The Christian walk is like roller skating up a slow
incline.” - Myles Sweeney
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Owning Your Purpose
• Parable of the Talents
• Use Them
• Grow Them
• Accept Responsibility
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Owning Your Purpose
• We have an ownership stake in the Kingdom
• Romans 8:29
For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be
the firstborn among many brothers.

• Jesus was the firstborn among many brothers…
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Owning Your Purpose
• Taking ownership of your purpose:
• Changes your heart.
• Expands your vision.
• Turns sacrifice into joy and excitement.
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Where Do We Start?
• Romans 7: 21-24
So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies
close at hand. For I delight in the law of God, in my inner
being, but I see in my members another law waging war
against the law of my mind and making me captive to the
law of sin that dwells in my members. Wretched man that I
am! Who will deliver me from this body of death?
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Where Do We Start?
• Take Inventory
• Genuine Weakness or Deficiency
• Sin
• 2 Chronicles 7:14

If my people who are called by my name humble 
themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn from 
their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and 
will forgive their sin and heal their land.



Where Do We Start?
• God loves and uses a humble, honest heart, willing to invest
into their talents & giftings, and who is unashamed to admit
they are imperfect.



Where Do We Start?
• God loves and uses a humble, honest heart, willing to invest
into their talents & giftings, and who is unashamed to admit
they are imperfect.
• Change me…
• Make me…
• Send me…




