


Philippians 1:1-6 NLT
This letter is from Paul and Timothy, slaves of 
Christ Jesus. I am writing to all of God’s holy 
people in Philippi who belong to Christ Jesus, 
including the church leaders and deacons. May 
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give 
you grace and peace. Every time I think of you, I 
give thanks to my God. 



Philippians 1:1-6 NLT
Whenever I pray, I make my requests for all of 
you with joy, for you have been my partners in 
spreading the Good News about Christ from the 
time you first heard it until now. And I am 
certain that God, who began the good work 
within you, will continue his work until it is 
finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus 
returns.
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Progress Until Perfection



Progress Until Perfection
• God began the work
• God continues the work
• God will finish the work that he began



3 Parts of the process
• God begins the work



God Begins the work
Ephesians 1:3-8 NLT
All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly realms because we are 
united with Christ. Even before he made the world, 
God loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy and 
without fault in his eyes. God decided in advance to 
adopt us into his own family by bringing us to 
himself through Jesus Christ. 



God Begins the work
Ephesians 1:3-8 NLT
This is what he wanted to do, and it gave him great 
pleasure. So we praise God for the glorious grace he 
has poured out on us who belong to his dear Son. 
He is so rich in kindness and grace that he 
purchased our freedom with the blood of his Son 
and forgave our sins. He has showered his kindness 
on us, along with all wisdom and understanding.



Zechariah 4:10
Do not despise these small beginnings, for the 
Lord rejoices to see the work begin, to see the 
plumb line in Zerubbabel’s hand.



God continues the work
Philippians 2:13 
For God is working in you, giving you the desire 
and the power to do what pleases him.



God continues the work
He continues his work in us in 3 ways.
• He gives us his desire.
• He gives us his power.
• He disciplines us because he loves us.



Hebrews 12:5-13
And have you forgotten the encouraging words God 
spoke to you as his children? He said, “My child, 
don’t make light of the Lord’s discipline, and don’t 
give up when he corrects you. For the Lord 
disciplines those he loves, and he punishes each 
one he accepts as his child.” As you endure this 
divine discipline, remember that God is treating you 
as his own children. Who ever heard of a child who 
is never disciplined by its father?



Hebrews 12:5-13
If God doesn’t discipline you as he does all of his 
children, it means that you are illegitimate and are 
not really his children at all. Since we respected our 
earthly fathers who disciplined us, shouldn’t we 
submit even more to the discipline of the Father of 
our spirits, and live forever? For our earthly fathers 
disciplined us for a few years, doing the best they 
knew how. But God’s discipline is always good for 
us, so that we might share in his holiness.



Hebrews 12:5-13
No discipline is enjoyable while it is happening—
it’s painful! But afterward there will be a 
peaceful harvest of right living for those who are 
trained in this way. So take a new grip with your 
tired hands and strengthen your weak knees. 
Mark out a straight path for your feet so that 
those who are weak and lame will not fall but 
become strong.



Progress until perfection 
Philippians 3:12
I don’t mean to say that I have already achieved 
these things or that I have already reached 
perfection. But I press on to possess that 
perfection for which Christ Jesus first possessed 
me.
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John Wesley 
“Almighty God, unto whom all hearts be open, 
all desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of thy holy spirit, that we may 
perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy 
holy name: through Christ our Lord. Amen.”



Progress until perfection 
“I am a work in progress, I am certain that God 
who began a good work in me will continue that 
work until perfection comes.”




