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YOU ARE WELCOME HERE!
At Christ Lutheran people of all backgrounds and experiences gather to worship because we all share a
common hope: the life, death, and resurrection of Christ makes all things new, even us.

You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin. If you have a prayer request, the
yellow cards in the seatback holders have a place for them; the other side is for any information you would
like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated as necessary during the service.

CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH!

God’s people come in all shapes and sizes — it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are
present! Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a
growing faith in a child’s life. There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the back
of the sanctuary as needed. Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in
worship is multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110.

RESTROOMS

Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the
all-gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East
hallway, past the Welcome Center.

HOLY COMMUNION

Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation. The body and
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because
of his death and resurrection. Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the
fullness of God's coming kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world. All
baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table.

In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to approach the altar

unable to come up to the altar, let the usher know so that pastor can bring communion to you.

COVID Procedure Update
Masks are encouraged but optional during worship. Naturally if you prefer to stay masked throughout
the service, you are of course welcome to do so. Masks are not required for singing but suggested.

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news. If you have concerns, please speak to
a church staff member.

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entranceto the
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance.

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services.




Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the sound of sheer silence. When
the disciples face a great storm on the sea, they cry out with fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do not
be afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we gather to seek the calm presence of Christ that soothes our fears.
In comforting words of scripture and in the refreshing bread and cup of the eucharist, God grants us
peace and sends us forth to be a sign of God’s presence to others.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
PRELUDE Emperor’s Fanfare Soler
WELCOME

If you are a guest with us, welcome! We’d love to meet you, or if there’s =%
anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ Lutheran

Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online (you can mﬁ. \
point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow
Connection Card in the pew holders.

Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer Request (backside
of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher.

If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is
sufficient in one or both elements).

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God,
who greets us in this and every season,
whose word never fails,

whose promise is sure.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of our neighbors.

Silence is kept for reflection.


https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833

Righteous God,

we confess that we have sinned.

We have failed to be honest.

We have lacked the courage to speak.
We have spoken falsely.

In the name of Jesus,

forgive us and grant us your mercy.

God is a cup of cold water when we thirst.
God offers boundless grace when we fail.
Claim the gift of God’s mercy:

you are freed and forgiven

in the name of * Jesus Christ.
Amen.




GATHERING HYMN ELW #632

O God, Our Help in Ages Past
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1 O God, our help in a-ges past, our hope for years to come,
2 Un - der the shad-ow  of your throne your saints have dwelt se - cure;

3 Be - fore the hills in or - der stood or earth re-ceived its frame,
4 A thou-sand a - ges in your sight are like an eve - ning gone,
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our shel-ter from the storm-y blast, and our e - ter -nal home:
suf - fi-cient is your arm a - lone, and our de-fense is sure.
from ev - er - last - ing you are God, to end-less years the  same.
short as the watch that ends the night be - fore the ris-ing sun.
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5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream,

bears all our years away;
we fly forgotten, as a dream
dies at the op’ning day.

Text: Tsaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt.

Music: ST. ANNE, William Croft, 1678-1727

GREETING

6 O God, our help in ages past,

our hope for years to come,
still be our guard while troubles last
and our eternal home!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Children: This is the day that the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.




CANTICLE OF PRAISE

1 Glo-ry
2 Glo-ry

3 Ho-ly One

be
be

to

to

we

God
Chrnist for - ev - er,

now ac-claim you; Lord

in heav-en; peace, good-will

to all the earth.
Lamb of God and Lord of love.

a - lone, to you we call;

e —

Might-y God of all

of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’'n a - bove;

Son

Ho - ly One

in faith we name you, God most high, yet

cre - a - tion, Fa - ther

of sur - pass-ing worth:

near to all:

L 10N

we ex - alt

on the cross you died to
Je - sus Christ,with God the

you, we a -

save us;

Spir - it,
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dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.

now youreign at God’s right hand.

in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.

Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.

Hear our prayer; re - store, for - give us;

For

the peace that we

in - her - it,

in your prom-ise firm we stand.

glo-ry be to God on high!



PRAYER OF THE DAY

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.
Lord of living waters,

you save us from the flood

of violence and despair:

reach out to us

when faith is weak,

when we are going under

and make us unafraid

to walk with you;

through Jesus Christ, in whom we are raised.
Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.
When children read, they may read a version that is appropriate to their reading level and
voice, which may vary from the printed texts.

CHILDREN’S TIME

The assembly is seated as children are invited forward for a time together.

READING: Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28

Though Joseph was Jacob’s favorite son, his jealous brothers sold him into slavery. Judah, who protected
Joseph’s life, later gives a moving speech before Joseph in Egypt, indicating that the brothers had changed their
ways (44:18-34).

'Jacob settled in the land where his father had lived as an alien, the land of Canaan. “This is
the story of the family of Jacob.

Joseph, being seventeen years old, was shepherding the flock with his brothers; he was a
helper to the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives; and Joseph brought a bad report of
them to their father. 'Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his children, because he
was the son of his old age; and he had made him a long robe with sleeves. ‘But when his
brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him, and could
not speak peaceably to him. i

"“Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock near Shechem. '“And Israel said to
Joseph, “Are not your brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, I will send you to
them.” He answered, “Here I am.” '“So he said to him, “Go now, see if it is well with your
brothers and with the flock; and bring word back to me.” So he sent him from the valley of
Hebron.

He came to Shechem, '“and a man found him wandering in the fields; the man asked him,
“What are you seeking?” '*“I am seeking my brothers,” he said; “tell me, please, where they
are pasturing the flock.” ''The man said, “They have gone away, for I heard them say, ‘Let us
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go to Dothan.”” So Joseph went after his brothers, and found them at Dothan. '“They saw
him from a distance, and before he came near to them, they conspired to kill him. "They
said to one another, “Here comes this dreamer. “’Come now, let us kill him and throw him
into one of the pits; then we shall say that a wild animal has devoured him, and we shall see
what will become of his dreams.” *'But when Reuben heard it, he delivered him out of their
hands, saying, “Let us not take his life.” “’Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood; throw him
into this pit here in the wilderness, but lay no hand on him”—that he might rescue him out
of their hand and restore him to his father. “’So when Joseph came to his brothers, they
stripped him of his robe, the long robe with sleeves that he wore; “‘and they took him and
threw him into a pit. The pit was empty; there was no water in it.

“Then they sat down to eat; and looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming
from Gilead, with their camels carrying gum, balm, and resin, on their way to carry it down
to Egypt. “*Then Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is it if we kill our brother and
conceal his blood? *’Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and not lay our hands on him,
for he is our brother, our own flesh.” And his brothers agreed. *“When some Midianite
traders passed by, they drew Joseph up, lifting him out of the pit, and sold him to the
Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver. And they took Joseph to Egypt.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSIVE PSALM 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b
'Give thanks to the Lorp and call upon God’s name;
make known the deeds of the LorRD among the peoples.
“Sing to the LoRD, sing praises,

and speak of all God’s marvelous works.
“Glory in God’s holy name;

let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice.
“Search for the strength of the LORD;
continually seek God’s face.

"Remember the marvels God has done,

the wonders and the judgments of God’s mouth,
°0 offspring of Abraham, God’s servant,

O children of Jacob, God’s chosen ones.
"“Then God called for a famine in the land

and destroyed the supply of bread.

'"The LORD sent a man before them,

Joseph, who was sold as a slave.

"“They bruised his feet in fetters;

his neck they put in an iron collar.

"Until his prediction came to pass,

the word of the LoRrb tested him.



“"The king sent and released him;

the ruler of the peoples set him free,

“'setting him as a master over his household,
as a ruler over all his possessions,

“’to instruct his princes according to his will
and to teach his elders wisdom. ~*"Hallelujah!

READING: Romans 10:5-15

A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic efforts. It is a gift received in the
proclamation whose content is Jesus Christ. This proclaimed word creates our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.
Hence Christian proclamation is an indispensable component of God’s saving actions.

"Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who
does these things will live by them.” “But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do
not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) "“or
“Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). “But what
does it say?

“The word is near you,

on your lips and in your heart”
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); "because if you confess with your lips that Jesus
is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. ''For
one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is
saved. ''The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” '“For there
is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all
who call on him. '"For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

““But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to
believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone
to proclaim him? '“And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written,
“How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 14:22-33

Matthew'’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith,” who fail despite their best
intentions. In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the disciples when they are in trouble and
sustains them in their time of fear and doubt.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

“’[Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the
Sea of Galilee], while he dismissed the crowds.””And after he had dismissed the
crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there
alone, ~'but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the
wind was against them. ~’And early in the morning he came walking toward them on
the sea. ““But when the disciples saw him Walkmg on the sea, they were terrified,
saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. ~'But immediately Jesus spoke to
them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”

“*Peter answered him, “Lord, 1f it is you, command me to come to you on the water.”
“’He said, “Come So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came
toward Jesus. ""But when he noticed the strong thd he became frightened, and
beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” ’'Jesus immediately reached out his
hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” “When
they got into the boat the wind ceased ’And those in the boat worshiped him, saying,
“Truly you are the Son of God.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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SERMON

The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon.

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #785

The assembly stands to proclaim the Word of God in song.

When Peace Like a River
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use.

PRAYERS

Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the church,
those in need, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

God of grace and faith, your faithfulness is never-ending, and your righteousness becomes
ours through Christ Jesus. Send the church to proclaim the gospel both near and far, in
church buildings and on street corners, in person and through digital means. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of sky and sea, the plants, animals, mountains, and plains proclaim your glory. Prosper
the work of ecologists as they teach us new ways to care for the environment. Bring relief to
areas recovering from natural disasters. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of peace and justice, you call us to live as your beloved community throughout the
world. Instill in local, regional, national, and global political and civic leaders a desire to
work for the well-being of all people. Protect the people of Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali,
Mauritania, and Niger from drought and hunger, grant stability and peace. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
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God of care and compassion, you bring assurance when we are afraid. Bring calm to any
who are anxious or fearful. Bless the work of therapists, nurses, and other health care
providers. Comfort all who grieve and soothe any who are sick. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of wonder, you accompany us in both joys and sorrows. We pray for children and
teachers preparing for a new school year. Make your presence known in our work and play,
in lively conversation and in quiet rest. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of new life, you send people to renew both church and society. We give you thanks for
their lives of faithful service, especially Florence Nightingale, Clara Maass, Maximilian
Kolbe, Kaj Munk, and Mary, examples for us of following your call. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the one who
reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for those
in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of peace with one
another: Peace be with you!

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

OFFERING
The assembly is seated. This congregation serves our neighbors,
community, and the world through the participation and support of its
members and guests. Because offerings are never just about us, this month
we are sharing a portion of your gifts with Lutheran Immigration and
Refugee Service (LIRS) https://www.lirs.org and Lutheran Braille
Workers (LBW) https://www.lbwinc.org

If you wish to give electronically, browse to our secure on-line portal at clcvalpo.org/
give or use our CLC app (download at clcvalpo.org/app).

OFFERTORY Fugue in C Major Pachelbel
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OFFERING PRAYER
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward.

God of field and forest, sea and sky,

you are the giver of all good things.

Sustain us with these gifts of your creation,
and multiply your graciousness in us,

that the world may be fed with your love,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The pastor begins the prayer and all join in singing:

SANCTUS

(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus
at the words "Blessed is he.")
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TABLE PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER
Children: The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All people are called to Christ’s table.
Come, eat what is good.

Thanks be to God!

DISTRIBUTION

The assembly is seated.

Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus'

invitation. The body and blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us
and offer the gift of forgiveness because of his death and resurrection. Drawn together and
strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the fullness of God's coming kingdom, and
are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world. All baptized Christians are
always welcome at the Lord's table.

The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune:

The body of Christ, given for you.
Amen (receive the bread)

The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen (receive the cup)
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In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp
to approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being

require this. Also, if you unable to come up to the altar, let the usher know so that
pastor can bring communion to you.

LAMB OF GOD
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.




COMMUNION HYMNS ELW #763 My Life Flows On in Endless Song
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Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899 17
Music: HOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING, Robert Lowry, alt.



ACS #1005  Ask the Complicated Questions
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truth both sim - ple and pro - found; in the knock-ing,
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strong our weak-ness, forg - ing faith in fires  of doubt.
truths for wis - dom, for in ten - sion new life  grows.
shores of won-der, dar - ing us to try and fail.
ask - ing, seek-ing, we are 0 - pened, an - swered, found.
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Text: David Bjorlin, b. 1984

Music: RESTORATION, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; arr. hymnal version
Text © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress
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After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues.
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

We thank you, generous God,

for the refreshment we have received

at your banquet table.

Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world,
through the one who is our dearest treasure,

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

INVITATIONS
Brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in
God'’s mission in the world.

BLESSING

The God who calls across the cosmos
and speaks in the smallest seed

+ bless, keep, and sustain you

now and to the end of the age.
Amen.

19



SENDING HYMN ELW #756 Eternal Father, Strong to Save

1 E - ter - nal Fa - ther, strong to save, whose arm  has bound the
2 O Sav - ior, whose al - might - y word the winds and waves sub -
3 0 Ho - ly Spir -it, who didst brood up - on the cha - os
4 O Trin - 1-ty of love and pow’r all trav-’lers guard in
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rest - less  wave, who bade  the might - y o - cean deep its
mis - sive heard, who  walked up - on the foam - ing deep, and
dark and rude, and bid its an - gry tu - mult cease, and
dan - ger’s hour from rock and tem - pest, fire and foe, pro -
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own ap - point - ed lim - its keep: oh, hear us when we
calm a - mid the storm didst sleep: oh, hear us when we
give, for wild con - fu - sion, peace: oh, hear us when we
tect them where-so - e’er they go; thus ev - er-more shall
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cry to thee for those in per - il on the sea.
cry to thee for those in per - il on the sea.
cry to thee for those in per - il on the sea.
rise to thee glad hymns and praise from land and sea.
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Text: William Whiting, 1825-1878, alt.
Music: MELITA, John B. Dykes, 1823-1876

Children join the pastors to send us in mission.



DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the harvest.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE Toccata on ‘Praise God From Whom All Blessing Flow’
arr. Burkhardt

As worship concludes we move to the Gathering Place, where we are invited
to greet one another and share in fellowship.

Worship Leaders

8:00 a.m.
Acolyte Sam Venstrom
Lector Jorunn Scheiderich
Prayer Assistant Heather Olson
Communion Assistants Barbara Clements
Andrew Teeple
Ushers Luke Venstrom
Ramona Kreuger
Sound/Light Zach Wehner
Video/Livestream Tony Reinhold
Pastor Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr.
Director of Music Ministries Brian Bartusch
Communion Baker Angela Wehner
August Altar Gifts
Holy Communion  Brian & Michele Sutherland ~ Celebrating their anniversary
Altar Candles Sara & Jeremy Long ~ In memory of our grandparents:
Carson & Vera Abbott

Perry & Ruth Cozza ~ Celebrating the birth of their
granddaughter, Charlotte Margaret (born July 17, 2023)

Eternal Lamp Candles  Given to the Glory of God
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COMMEMORATIONS
Week of August 13, 2023

August 13

Florence Nightingale, died 1910; Clara Maass, died 1901; renewers of society
Nightingale was born in England, and horrified her wealthy family by deciding to
become a nurse. She led a group of nurses in ministering in the midst of the Crimean
War, and worked for hospital reform. Maass, a native of New Jersey, was also a war
nurse, and volunteered as a subject for research on yellow fever. She died of the
disease.

August 14

Maximilian Kolbe, died 1941; Kaj Munk, died 1944; martyrs

Father Kolbe was a Franciscan priest arrested by the Nazis and confined in Auschwitz.
Kolbe gave generously of his meager resources, and finally volunteered to be starved to
death in place of another man. A Danish Lutheran pastor and playwright, Munk
strongly denounced the Nazis who occupied Denmark in the Second World War. His
sermons and articles helped to show the anti-Christian nature of the movement.

August 15

Mary, Mother of Our Lord

The church (including Martin Luther) honored Mary with the title theotokos, meaning
“God-bearer,” for her role in giving birth to the Son of God. Her song, the Magnificat,
speaks eloquently of God’s lifting the lowly and feeding the hungry.

Stewardship Snippet

But when the disciples saw Jesus walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying “It is a
ghost!”” And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take
heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”

Matthew 14:26-27

Even though political divisiveness, violence and climate change has beset so much in
our world, our communities, and our houses of worship, we as Christians must guard
against fear and take heart because Jesus is with us. We will never be left adrift; Jesus is
with us in these uncharted waters.

22




Ecumenical Praver Cycle

This week we pray for the churches and people of Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali,
Mauritania, and Niger.

We are thankful for:

e the heritage of ancient trade routes, rich oral traditions and nomadic practices of
people in the lands these countries now occupy

e humanitarian work to improve food security and livelihoods, especially for women

e pro-active efforts to preserve the environment in these desert lands

e welcome and provision for those who often must flee across borders.

We pray for:

e those impoverished who lack basic needs and rights, that these will be met

e desperate children and others who turn to crime or begging or become enslaved
e effective response to the frequent droughts and hunger in this area

o more stable political rule in these countries to stem violence and provide for all.
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Here and Now

“Lord, save me!” (Matthew 14:30). Right now! Right here! Right away! Peter was
desperate. Neither Peter nor Jesus was thinking of heaven. The cry cracking through the
storm at sea had nothing to do with a hoped-for future in a realm beyond earth in a time
to come when the days of this life, here, are no more. In the tumult, in the deep-water
chaos and fright, “Lord, save me!” is an urgent cry for Jesus to reach “here”—not to
take me “there.”

Christians can become so bent on “being saved” as an afterlife promise that they go
along, living with little discovery of Jesus present in the world, saving the world here
and now.

“Lord, save” is a refrain repeated throughout all of scripture from Genesis to Revelation.
In the first chapter of Matthew’s gospel is the prophetic “Wow!” that Jesus is
Emmanuel, meaning “God is with us” (Matt. 1:23). From the moment he begins his
ministry, Jesus makes visible and touchable the kingdom of heaven that “has come
near” (Matt. 4:17). He gathers a community of disciples, announces and creates good
news, cures, teaches the way of blessedness, does mercy, insists on forgiveness,
encourages faith, remembers the forgotten, sees the unseen, chooses the rejected, gives
courage, offers hope . . . all to save here and now.

“Lord, save me!” The saving takes place even before Jesus dies on the cross. The reason
for his parables: to save. The meaning of the miracles: to save. The purpose of his
teaching: to save.

“Lord, save me!” What a courageous appeal those words are, trusting Jesus to be
Lord—master not only of a gated spiritual territory, but master on windy seas where we
tremble and gasp and sink into the deep waters of a turbulent world that roils our lives.
Courageous Peter, with little faith and little doubt, dares us to make his words our own:
“Lord, save me!”
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