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We welcome you to Christ Lutheran Church! We are a community of people
sharing God’s love through Christ and growing together in faith.

We celebrate all the ways we are made in the image of God, seeking to see God in everyone. We
honor and respect each person’s age, ethnicity, family composition, gender identity, gender
expression, life history, mental well-being, physical ability, relationship status, sexual orientation,
skin color, and socioeconomic standing. Together, we strive to love and serve our neighbor and all
creation, including working toward racial and social justice. We would love to walk with you on this
creative adventure* of faith, grace, and love.

* The first sermon ever preached at Christ Lutheran was titled “A Call to Creative Adventure.’

ABOUT WORSHP
We gather to worship weekly to hear and remember our shared hope: the life, death, and resurrection of
Christ makes all things new, even us.
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You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin, with hymns found in the red
hymnals (“ELW”) in the seats in front of you.

If you have a prayer request, note it on a yellow card from the seatback holder and pass it to an usher; the
other side is for any information you would like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain
seated as necessary during the service.

CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH!

God’s people come in all shapes and sizes — it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are
present! Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a
growing faith in a child’s life. There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the
back of the sanctuary as needed. Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your
children in worship is multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110.

RESTROOMS

Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the
all-gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East
hallway, past the Welcome Center.

HOLY COMMUNION

Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation. The body
and blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness
because of his death and resurrection. Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste
of the fullness of God's coming kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the
world. All baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table.

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news. If you have concerns, please speak to
a church staff member.

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entranceto the
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance.

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services.




The welcome of baptism is for all God’s children. This baptismal gift sets us free from the power of sin
and death. In today’s gospel, Christ promises that the disciple who gives a cup of cold water to the little
ones serves Christ himself- From worship we are sent on our baptismal mission: to serve the little ones of
this world and to be a sign of God’s merciful welcome.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
PRELUDE Prelude in A minor J.S. Bach
WELCOME

If you are joining us for the first time, welcome! We’d love to meet you, or E" )
if there’s anything you'd like to know about the ministry of Christ :
Lutheran Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online
(vou can point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow
Connection Card in the pew holders.

Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer Request (on the
backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher.

If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is
sufficient in one or both elements).

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,"+ one God,
whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.


https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me,

all you who are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

Amen.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Children: This is the day that the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.



SONG OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
A silence is kept before the prayer.

Welcoming God,

giving space for creation

to return your love:

make us apostles

of the open table,

a place of hospitality

to challenge the world

with the gift of eternal life;

through Jesus Christ, who offered himself for us.
Amen.

The assembly is seated.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

CHILDREN’S TIME

Children are invited for a time together.

READING: Genesis 22:1-14

Abraham was prepared to obey God’s command amid extreme contradiction: the child to be sacrificed is
the very child through whom Abraham is to receive descendants. God acknowledged Abraham’s obedient
faith, and Abraham offered a ram in the place of his son Isaac.

' God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” * He said,
“Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah and
offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains that I shall show you.” ’So
Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men
with him and his son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt offering and set out and went
to the place in the distance that God had shown him. * On the third day Abraham looked
up and saw the place far away. ~ Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with
the donkey; the boy and I will go over there; we will worship, and then we will come
back to you.” * Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on his son Isaac
and he himself carried the fire and the knife. And the two of them walked on together. ’
Isaac said to his father Abraham, “Father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said,
“The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt offermg‘?” ® Abraham
said, “God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” And the two of
them walked on together.



’ When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there
and laid the wood in order. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar on top of the
wood. '’ Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to kill his son. '' But the
angel of the Lorp called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he
said, “Here I am.”"” [The angel] said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to
him, for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only
son, from me.”"” And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its horns.
Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son.
So Abraham called that place “The LorD will provide,” as it is said to this day, “On the
mount of the LORD it shall be provided.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSIVE PSALM 13

'How long, O Lorp? Will you forget me forever?
How long will you hide your face from me?

“ How long shall I have perplexity in my mind, and grief in my heart, day after day?
How long shall my enemy triumph over me?

" Look upon me and answer me, O LorD my God;
give light to my eyes, lest I sleep in death;

“lest my enemy say, “I have defeated you,”

and my foes rejoice that I have fallen. R

“But I trust in your unfailing love;

my heart is joyful because of your saving help.

°I will sing to the LORD,

who has dealt with me richly.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.
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GOSPEL: Matthew 10:40-42

When Jesus sends his disciples out as missionaries, he warns them of persecution and hardships they will
face. He also promises to reward any who aid his followers and support their ministry.

The holy gospel according to Mattthew.
Glory to you O Lord.

[Jesus said to the twelve:] "’ “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever
welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. *' Whoever welcomes a prophet in the
name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes a righteous
person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous, * and
whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a
disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon.



HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #729 The Church of Christ, in Every Age

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use.

PRAYERS

Our prayers draw on the Ecumencial Prayer Cycle and the Church’s calendar of
Commemorations—further information is found each week at the end of the bulletin.
Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the
world.

A brief silence.

Faithful God, establish your church to offer welcome and proclaim your peace. Nourish
us so we can proclaim your hope to the world. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Creator God, bring life to places experiencing drought, deforestation, and pollution.
Help us to cultivate and care for the natural world around us. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Loving God, bring an end to conflict and division. Sustain the work of prophets in our
time, and work through world leaders to foster understanding, justice, and peace. Bless
the lands and people of Kenya and Tanzania; equip churches there to be signs of your
faithful love. God of grace,

hear our prayer.
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Provider God, give your children what they need physically, emotionally, and
spiritually. Bless caregivers as they show God’s hospitality through their generous
service. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Living God, lead us from death to life. Inspire new ministries and endeavors, renew
established ones, and strengthen our welcoming presence to our neighbors.

God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Eternal God, we remember the faithful departed of this community and of the wider
church and world. We give thanks for saints of all times and places, including Irenaeus,
Peter, Paul, Catherine Winkworth, John Mason Neale, and Thomas. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to
you, O God, through Jesus our Savior.

Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for
those in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of
peace with one another: Peace be with you!

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

OFFERING

This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world
through the offerings of its members and guests. Because offerings are
never just about us, this month we are sharing a portion of your gifts with
Food Bank of Northwest Indiana foodbanknwi.org and Project
Neighbors projectneighbors.org or facebook.com/ProjectNeighbors.

If you wish to give electronically, use the OR code or browse to our
secure on-line portal at clcvalpo.org/give.
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OFFERTORY Concertina on Psalm 42
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward.

OFFERING PRAYER

Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Ruiter-Feenstra
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The pastor begins the prayer and all join in singing:

SANCTUS

(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus at the
words "Blessed is he.")
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LORD’S PRAYER
Children: The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us:
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Heaven has come near.

Come, share in the feast!

Thanks be to God!

The assembly is seated.
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DISTRIBUTION

The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune:

The body of Christ, given for you.

Amen (receive the bread)

The blood of Christ, shed for you.

Amen (receive the cup)

In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to
approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being

this.

LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION HYMNS

ELW #3592  Just As I Am, without One Plea
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ELW #802 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus

I Let us ev-er walk with Je-sus, fol-low his ex - am - ple pure,
2 Let us suf-fer here with Je - sus, and with pa-tience bear our cross.
3 Let us glad-ly die with Je - sus. Since by death he con-quered death,
4 Tet us al-so live with Je-sus. He has ris-en from the dead

> &
—

ﬁ

through a world that would de-ceive us and to sin our spir-its lure.
Joy will fol - low all our sad-ness; where he 1is there is no loss.
he will free us from de-struc-tion, give to wus im-mor-tal breath.
that to life we may a-wak-en. Je - sus, you are now our head,

gﬁﬁ—_,ﬁ% F*1e f ifrg

04 . | | | . | )
D T t T I — f | — : —
%} ﬁ P _—-
On - ward in his foot-steps tread -ing, trav - 'lers here, our home a - bove,
Though to - day we sow no laugh-ter, we shall reap ce - les - tial joy:
Let us mor - ti - fy all pas-sion that would lead us in - to sin;
we are your own liv - ing mem-bers; where you live, there we shall be
. e
(S5 e — = ! z o — :
) | |

E==
ﬁ
_%:
Y
—a

4 4 4 4 |

[
R e et

full of faith and hope and love, let us do our Sav-ior’s bid-ding.
all dis-com-forts that an - noy shall give way to mirth here - af - ter.
and the grave that shuts us in shall but prove the gate of heav-en.
in your pres-ence con-stant - ly, liv - ing there with you for - ev - er.

| ! ° mn o |
< ] T I P =T hos |
! I s n
I ! I o
i i 1 1 lr m— I

T
V4 W { I 1T 4 T I I I T I 4 I
Ll

O
2 s

=

Faith-ful Lord, with me a - bide; I shall fol - low where you guide.
Je - sus, here 1 share your woe; help me there your joy to know.
Je - sus, here with you I die, there to live with you on high.
Je - sus, let me faith - ful be; life e - ter - nal grant to

SUE=S=

VA |
T gf
A4

e
v




ACS #967 This is Christ’s Body
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bro-ken and blest. Heal us and make us one.

After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we may share your love freely,

as you have shared with us.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

INVITATIONS
The assembly is seated as brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the
assembly’s participation in God’s mission in the world.
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BLESSING

God, who creates, redeems and sustains,
bless, heal, and hold you

today and always.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN ELW #546 To Be Your Presence
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Children join the pastors to send us in mission.
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DISMISSAL
Children: Go in peace, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Toccata in Seven

Rutter
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Ecumenical Prayer Cycle
This week we pray for the churches and people of Kenya, Tanzania.

We are thankful for:

o the abundant wildlife, natural resources and people indigenous to these countries and that they are
protected, not exploited

o the literacy rate in Kenya, the highest in Africa, and for the schools that churches and their partners
support and sustain in both countries

o the faithful witness of the churches in their communities, and in building positive relationships with
those of other faiths

e persons and organizations who meet the needs of the hundreds of thousands of migrants and
refugees from other African countries.

We pray for:

e greater tolerance between Christians and Muslims as they work together to improve the lives of all
people

e youth, that they not succumb to radicalization but are prepared to sustain their lives and communities

o all victims of violence, especially sexual or gender-based violence, and all who are marginalized or
excluded from communities

e those who are most vulnerable to climate change and drought, that they may have clean water to
drink and for their crops and animals to flourish

¢ economic growth and trade that benefits all the people.

COMMEMORATIONS
Week of June 28, 2026

June 28 ~ Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons, died around 202

This important early church leader tried very hard to hold to the faith handed down by the apostles. An
opponent of the movement known as gnosticism, Irenaeus was one of the first to speak of the church as
catholic, or linked together.

June 29 ~ Peter and Paul, Apostles

These two strong-willed apostles are the pillars of the church in the first generation after Christ. Peter
was one of the Twelve, one who both offered a glorious confession of faith and later denied knowing
Jesus. Paul once led the persecution of Christians, then was converted and helped bring the faith to non-
Jewish people.

July 1 ~ Catherine Winkworth, died 1878; John Mason Neale, died 1866; hymn translators

Neale was an English priest who specialized in the translation of Latin and Greek hymns into English.
Winkworth lived in Manchester, England, and devoted herself to translating German hymns. Almost all
English-speaking hymnals include many of their translations.

July 3 ~ Thomas, Apostle

Though frequently remembered as “doubting Thomas,” this apostle also demonstrated a willingness to
suffer and die with Jesus (John 11:16), and finally claimed the risen Christ as “my Lord and my God!”
By tradition, he later worked as a missionary in India. Long commemorated on December 21, Thomas’s
celebration is moved to July 3 in agreement with ecumenical calendars.
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From Welcome to Belonging

In just a few verses, the word welcomes sets the tone in this week’s gospel passage.
There are transactional aspects when we welcome guests into our personal spaces, or
when we are welcomed by others. We are aware of the power dynamics between host
and guest, and the welcome that is given and received reflects our understanding of
these roles. There are also different degrees of welcome. For example, it is one thing to
experience a welcome of our physical presence, and quite a different matter when our
perspectives and opinions are welcomed. The former relies on host-guest roles; the latter
relies on a relationship being formed beyond culturally established roles.

It is no surprise that congregations pay attention to their welcome practices. Some even
adopt and publicize welcome statements. Congregations usually consider how visitors or
guests come into their space for a worship service they host. When deeper welcome
practices are employed, we can grow in our understanding of how we give and receive.
This provides an interesting opportunity to consider that welcoming is more than just
hospitality. We can also consider how the worship event happens because we are
gathered by the Holy Spirit, so God is our host and we are all guests in that space.

Moving worship beyond a typical guest-host transaction, the reward is experiencing our
belonging together as people of God. Belonging means welcoming one another into
shared space. Seeking a wide expression of belonging challenges power dynamics that
might otherwise remain in place in more traditional guest-and-host situations. Belonging
is a culture we in congregations can cultivate and a gift we can share.
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