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We Welcome You to Christ Lutheran Church! We are a community of people  
sharing God’s love through Christ and growing together in faith. 

 

We celebrate all the ways we are made in the image of God, seeking to see God in everyone. We honor 
and respect each person’s age, ethnicity, family composition, gender identity, gender expression, life 
history, mental well-being, physical ability, relationship status, sexual orientation, skin color, and 
socioeconomic standing. Together, we strive to love and serve our neighbor and all creation, including 
working toward racial and social justice. We would love to walk with you on this creative adventure* 
of faith, grace, and love.  

* The first sermon ever preached at Christ Lutheran was titled “A Call to Creative Adventure.”  
 

ABOUT WORSHP 
We gather to worship weekly to hear and remember our shared hope: the life, death, and resurrection of 
Christ makes all things new, even us. 
 

You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin, with hymns found in the red 
hymnals (“ELW”) in the seats in front on you. 
 

If you have a prayer request, note it on a yellow card from the seatback holder and pass it to an usher; the 
other side is for any information you would like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain 
seated as necessary during the service. 
  
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH! 
God’s people come in all shapes and sizes – it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are 
present!  Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a 
growing faith in a child’s life.  There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free 
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the back 
of the sanctuary as needed.  Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in 
worship is  multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!  
 

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP 
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The 
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110. 
 

RESTROOMS 
Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the all
-gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East hallway, 
past the Welcome Center. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation.  The body and 
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because 
of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the 
fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the 
world.  All baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news.  If you have concerns, please speak to 
a church staff member. 

 

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the 
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance. 

 

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 
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Jesus says that the bread he gives for the life of the world is his flesh, and whoever eats this bread has eternal 
life now and will be raised on the last day. In Ephesians Paul tells us what this life Jesus gives us looks like, 
this life we live as those marked with the seal of the Holy Spirit in baptism. We live in love, as Christ loved us 
and gave himself up for us. The whole purpose of life is giving yourself for the other.  
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 
PRELUDE            Praeludium in E minor         Bruhns  
 
WELCOME  
If you are a guest with us, welcome!  We’d love to meet you and if there’s 
anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ Lutheran Church, 
please consider filling out a Connection Card online (you can point your 
phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow Connection Card in the 
pew holders.   
 
Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer Request (on the 
backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher. 
 
If you are joining via livestream, consider preparing your space for Communion: light a 
candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/cracker/tortilla and a cup for 
wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is sufficient in one or both elements).    
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the God of manna, 
the God of miracles, 
the God of mercy. 
Amen. 
 
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, 
let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833
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God, our provider, 
help us. 
It is hard to believe there is enough to share. 
We question your ways when they differ from the ways 
of the world in which we live. 
We turn to our own understanding 
rather than trusting in you. 
We take offense at your teachings and your ways. 
Turn us again to you. 
Where else can we turn? 
Share with us the words of eternal life 
and feed us for life in the world. 
Amen. 
 
Beloved people of God: 
in Jesus, the manna from heaven, 
you are fed and nourished. 
By Jesus, the worker of miracles, 
there is always more than enough. 

Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, 
you are shown God’s mercy: 
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 
Amen. 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Children:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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SALUTATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Unseen God, 
drawing all people 
to the end of our desires: 
teach us to know  
true bread from false 
and to feed on him 
who shares our flesh 
to share your love, 
Jesus Christ, our communion. 
Amen. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.  

 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
The assembly is seated as children are invited for a time together. 
 
READING: 2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33 
This reading describes some of the troubles in King David’s family. His son Absalom has amassed an army 
and seized David’s throne. Those loyal to David fight Absalom’s forces and defeat them. David himself is 
chiefly concerned about the well-being of his son, even though that son has betrayed him. 

 
5[King David] ordered Joab and Abishai and Ittai, saying, “Deal gently for my sake with 
the young man Absalom.” And all the people heard when the king gave orders to all the 
commanders concerning Absalom. 
 6So the army went out into the field against Israel; and the battle was fought in the forest 
of Ephraim. 7The men of Israel were defeated there by the servants of David, and the 
slaughter there was great on that day, twenty thousand men. 8The battle spread over the 
face of all the country; and the forest claimed more victims that day than the sword. 
 9Absalom happened to meet the servants of David. Absalom was riding on his mule, and 
the mule went under the thick branches of a great oak. His head caught fast in the oak, and 
he was left hanging between heaven and earth, while the mule that was under him went on. 
15And ten young men, Joab’s armor-bearers, surrounded Absalom and struck him, and 
killed him. 
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 31Then the Cushite came; and the Cushite said, “Good tidings for my lord the king! For 
the Lord has vindicated you this day, delivering you from the power of all who rose up 
against you.” 32The king said to the Cushite, “Is it well with the young man Absalom?” 
The Cushite answered, “May the enemies of my lord the king, and all who rise up to do 
you harm, be like that young man.” 
 33The king was deeply moved, and went up to the chamber over the gate, and wept; and 
as he went, he said, “O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! Would I had died 
instead of you, O Absalom, my son, my son!” 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 130 
1Out of the depths 
I cry to you, O Lord; 
2O Lord, hear my voice! 
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication. 
3If you were to keep watch over sins, 
O Lord, who could stand? 
4Yet with you is forgiveness, 
in order that you may be feared.  
5I wait for you, O Lord; my soul waits; 
in your word is my hope. 
6My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the morning, 
more than those who keep watch for the morning. 
7O Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is steadfast love; 
with the Lord there is plenteous redemption. 
8For the Lord shall redeem Israel 
from all their sins.  
 
READING Ephesians 4:25—5:2 
Christians are called to be imitators of God. This does not mean Christians are perfect. Rather, the Spirit is 
at work in our lives so that our actions and attitudes genuinely reflect the love and forgiveness we have 
received through Christ and his death. 

 
25So then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our neighbors, for we are 
members of one another. 26Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your 
anger, 27and do not make room for the devil. 28Thieves must give up stealing; rather let 
them labor and work honestly with their own hands, so as to have something to share with 
the needy. 29Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is useful for building 
up, as there is need, so that your words may give grace to those who hear. 30And do not 
grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with which you were marked with a seal for the day of 
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redemption. 31Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and 
slander, together with all malice, 32and be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, as God in Christ has forgiven you. 5:1Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved  
children, 2and live in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering 
and sacrifice to God. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

HOLY GOSPEL: John 6:35, 41-51 
After feeding more than five thousand people in the wilderness, Jesus teaches them regarding the true 
significance of this remarkable sign. 

 
The Holy Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
35Jesus said to [the crowd,] “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be 
hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.” 
 41Then the Jews began to complain about him because he said, “I am the bread that came 
down from heaven.” 42They were saying, “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father 
and mother we know? How can he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” 43Jesus 
answered them, “Do not complain among yourselves. 44No one can come to me unless 
drawn by the Father who sent me; and I will raise that person up on the last day. 45It is 
written in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught by God.’ Everyone who has heard and 
learned from the Father comes to me. 46Not that anyone has seen the Father except the one 
who is from God; he has seen the Father. 47Very truly, I tell you, whoever believes has 
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eternal life. 48I am the bread of life. 49Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, 
and they died. 50This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of 
it and not die. 51I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of 
this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my 
flesh.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON   
The assembly is seated.  Time for reflection follows the sermon. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #658 O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts  
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.  
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APOSTLES’ CREED   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 

 
PRAYERS 
Calling on the spirit of Wisdom to guide our hearts and our minds, let us pray for the 
church, the world, and all in need. 
A brief silence. 
Reignite the prayer of the church. By your Spirit, root your church in Northwest Indiana 
and around the globe in prayer and anchor us in the practices of faith. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We rely on the goodness of your creation in everything we do. We pray for trees that offer 
shade and for our fellow creatures that depend on the trees for shelter and food. Sustain the 
work of all who advocate for forests and wilderness areas; bless the work of all who work 
to preserve our Lake Michigan and Indiana Dunes. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Guide our leaders and nations with a spirit of justice and mercy. Let no evil come out of our 
mouths, but rather let us extend grace. We pray for our enemies. In Burkina Faso, Chad, 
Mali, Mauritania, and Niger, grant stability and good governance; tend to victims of  our 
changing climate. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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God of Justice, guide our United States. Help us to treat one another as neighbors and 
resist temptations to hostility and hate. Open our hearts to listen to one another. Give 
your spirit to those in leadership positions, to guide us toward healing, hope, and 
wisdom. Make us a nation that cares for its people, that works for peace, and follows the 
paths that reflect your loving will. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Sustain feeding ministries and organizations in our region, especially the Northwest 
Indiana Food Bank. Shape us to work and pray for a day when hunger is no more. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for this congregation and for all who are gathered. Be present among anyone 
who cannot be with us today. Be with all who are hurting, grieving, or ill. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
We remember the saints who have gone before us in faith, especially Clare, Florence, 
Clara, Maximilian, Kaj, and Mary. Trusting in the promise of the resurrection, we find 
hope in your communion of saints of all times and all places. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We lift up these prayers to you, gracious God. Receive them into your holy keeping. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for 
those in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of 
peace with one another: Peace be with you! 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 
OFFERING 
This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world 
through the participation and support of its members and guests.  
Because offerings are never just about us, this month we are sharing a 
portion of your gifts with Global Refuge (formerly Lutheran 
Immigration and Refugee Service) globalrefuge.org and Lutheran 
Braille Workers (LBW) lbwinc.org. 
 If you wish to give electronically, use the QR code or browse to our 
secure on-line portal at clcvalpo.org/give or use our CLC app (download at 
clcvalpo.org/app). 

http://www.globalrefuge.org
https://www.lbwinc.org/
https://clcvalpo.org/give
https://subsplash.com/christlutheranchurch-val/app
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OFFERTORY        Allegro              Carvahlo  
        
OFFERING SONG 
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is our duty and delight ...and join their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS  
(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus  
at the words "Blessed is the One.") 
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TABLE PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER                                    
Children:  The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come, eat what is good. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
The assembly is seated. The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune: 
 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen (receive the bread) 
 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen (receive the cup) 
 
In-person distribution:  When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp 
to approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being 
dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored and Grape Juice is dark; wine is received either by 
Common Cup or from individual cups in the trays. Used glasses are placed in the 
basket located near the ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to 
the server that you require this. 
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LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION HYMNS:  ELW #485 I Am the Bread of Life 
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ELW #480 O Bread of Life from Heaven  

 
When all have returned to their places, the assembly stands. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
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THANKS BE TO YOU 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
INVITATIONS 
Brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in 
God’s mission in the world. 
 

BLESSING 
The blessing of God, 
who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 

☩ be upon you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN    ELW #478 Father, We Thank You  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children join the pastors to send us in mission 
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DISMISSAL  
Children:  Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE           Psalm XIX           Marcello 

 

            
      
 
 

Worship Leaders 
 
 8:00 a.m.     
Acolyte Olivia Hernandez 
 
Lector Erin Schmidgall 
 
Prayer Assistant Kathy Sutherland 
 
Communion Assistants Barbara Clements 
 Darla Hernandez  
   
Ushers    Bob Luckett 
 
Pastor Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr. 

 
Director of Music Ministries Brian Bartusch 
 
Sound/Light Tech Zach Wehner 
 
Livestream Tech  
 
Communion Baker Angela Wehner 
 
Communion Table Barb Clements  Diana Ahlbrand 
 Terry Albrecht  Marilyn McGawn 
 Helen Arvidson  Marla Niksch 
   Lori Schwartz 
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COMMEMORATIONS 
Week of August 11, 2024 

 
August 11 
Clare, Abbess of San Damiano, died 1253 
A contemporary of Francis of Assisi, Clare and a growing number of companions established a 
women’s Franciscan community, called the Order of Poor Ladies, or Poor Clares. She inspired other 
women to pursue spiritual goals. 
August 13 
Florence Nightingale, died 1910; Clara Maass, died 1901; renewers of society 
Nightingale was born in England, and horrified her wealthy family by deciding to become a nurse. She 
led a group of nurses in ministering in the midst of the Crimean War, and worked for hospital reform. 
Maass, a native of New Jersey, was also a war nurse, and volunteered as a subject for research on 
yellow fever. She died of the disease. 
August 14 
Maximilian Kolbe, died 1941; Kaj Munk, died 1944; martyrs 
Father Kolbe was a Franciscan priest arrested by the Nazis and confined in Auschwitz. Kolbe gave 
generously of his meager resources, and finally volunteered to be starved to death in place of another 
man. A Danish Lutheran pastor and playwright, Munk strongly denounced the Nazis who occupied 
Denmark in the Second World War. His sermons and articles helped to show the anti-Christian nature 
of the movement. 
August 15 
Mary, Mother of Our Lord 
The church (including Martin Luther) honored Mary with the title theotokos, meaning “God-bearer,” 
for her role in giving birth to the Son of God. Her song, the Magnificat, speaks eloquently of God’s 
lifting the lowly and feeding the hungry. 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
 
This week we pray for the churches and people of Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, Mauritania, 
Niger. 
 
We are thankful for: 

• the  heritage of ancient trade routes, rich oral traditions and nomadic practices of people in 
 the lands these countries now occupy 

• humanitarian work to improve food security and livelihoods, especially for women 

• pro-active efforts to preserve the environment in these desert lands 

• welcome and provision for those who often must flee across borders 
 
We pray for: 

• those impoverished who lack basic needs and rights, that these will be met 

• desperate children and others who turn to crime or begging or become enslaved 

• effective response to the frequent droughts and hunger in this area 

• more stable political rule in these countries to stem violence and provide for all 
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Jesus, Living Bread 
 
What is meant by “living bread”? 
 
When the Israelites were wandering in the desert, God gave them manna from heaven to 
sustain them on their way. They had to collect this manna every day and could not 
harvest more than one day’s portion, except to prepare for the sabbath, because if they 
did, the manna would go bad. That is the fate of everything that is not living: cars rust, 
food molds, even still water stagnates. But to be living is to find renewal over and over 
and over again. One of the defining characteristics of life is the ability to be renewed. 
 
By proclaiming “I am the living bread,” Jesus reminds us this week that he is the 
embodiment of God’s sustaining presence. Through Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection 
we are brought into a covenantal relationship with God that has been established for all 
time. In the sacrament of communion we are brought to Christ’s table to be renewed 
again and again and again. 
 
God’s renewal also comes to us throughout our daily lives. God’s redeeming love for us 
is often most present at the edge of our sin and brokenness, where we are most in need 
of healing and redemption. God’s redeeming love is present every time we find 
reconciliation with a loved one or forgive one another. Anywhere we experience healing 
and wholeness in our daily lives, God’s renewal is present, and we are reminded of the 
renewal we receive through the sacrament of the altar. Thanks be to God for providing 
us with the living bread that is Jesus, through whom we find renewal and peace. 

 

Stewardship Snippet 
 

John 6:35 – Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will 
never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.”  
 
In the Lord’s Prayer we ask God to “Give us today our daily bread.” Jesus reminds 

us that he is the true bread that feeds our lives and souls. Daily we partake of Jesus 

through prayer and Scripture, and as often as we may through Holy Communion. 

 

 


