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We welcome you to Christ Lutheran Church! We are a community of people  

sharing God’s love through Christ and growing together in faith. 
 

We celebrate all the ways we are made in the image of God, seeking to see God in everyone. We 
honor and respect each person’s age, ethnicity, family composition, gender identity, gender 
expression, life history, mental well-being, physical ability, relationship status, sexual orientation, 
skin color, and socioeconomic standing. Together, we strive to love and serve our neighbor and all 
creation, including working toward racial and social justice. We would love to walk with you on this 
creative adventure* of faith, grace, and love.  
* The first sermon ever preached at Christ Lutheran was titled “A Call to Creative Adventure.”  
 

ABOUT WORSHP 
We gather to worship weekly to hear and remember our shared hope: the life, death, and resurrection of 
Christ makes all things new, even us. 
 

You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin, with hymns found in the red 
hymnals (“ELW”) in the seats in front of you. 
 

If you have a prayer request, note it on a yellow card from the seatback holder and pass it to an usher; the 
other side is for any information you would like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain 
seated as necessary during the service. 
  
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH! 
God’s people come in all shapes and sizes – it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are 
present!  Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a 
growing faith in a child’s life.  There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free 
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the 
back of the sanctuary as needed.  Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your 
children in worship is  multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!  
 

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP 
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The 
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110. 
 

RESTROOMS 
Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the 
all-gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East 
hallway, past the Welcome Center. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation.  The body 
and blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness 
because of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste 
of the fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the 
world.  All baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news.  If you have concerns, please speak to 
a church staff member. 

  

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the 
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance. 

 

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 
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Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” Jesus is called the “gate” of the sheep in today’s 
gospel. The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life. He anoints our heads with oil and guides us 
beside the still waters of our baptism. Each Sunday he spreads a feast before us amid the world’s violence 
and war. We go forth to be signs of the resurrection and extend God’s tender care to all creation. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 
PRELUDE            The Good Shepherd    Gregh  
       
WELCOME  
If you are joining us for the first time, welcome!  We’d love to meet you, or 
if there’s anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ 
Lutheran Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online 
(you can point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow 
Connection Card in the pew holders.   
 
Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer Request (on the 
backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher. 
 
If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for 
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is 
sufficient in one or both elements).    
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne 
and to the Lamb! 
Amen. 
 
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833
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Merciful God, 
you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 
You lead us beside still waters. 
We thank you for the waters of creation: 
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 
We thank you for the waters that nourish us: our Lake Michigan, Little Calumet,  
and Kankakee Rivers, Salt Creek, Coffee Creek and all our local wetlands. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness 
who accompanies us on our journeys. 
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 
Break down barriers that divide us. 
Fill us with the breath of peace. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 
and for making us a new creation. 
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Children:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
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GATHERING HYMN:  ELW # 883 All People That on Earth Do Dwell 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

Life abundant, 
God of grace, 
you call us by name 
to live without fear: 
in peace may we resist 
all who kill and despoil your people, 
that their hearts might be turned 
to the only source of life; 
through Jesus Christ, the gateway. 
Amen. 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 
SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM FOR SCARLETT MARY ANN TOMS 
(10:30 a.m. only—8:00 a.m. continues on page 8) 
The candidate for baptism, sponsors, and parents gather with the ministers at the font.  

 
God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the 
sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and 
raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body 
of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the 
life of the world. 
 
Sponsors present the candidate: 
We present Scarlett Mary Ann for baptism. 
 
The presiding minister addresses the parents: 
Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have  
Scarlett baptized into Christ? 
We do. 
 
The presiding minister continues: 
As you bring Scarlett to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with 
responsibilities: 
 to live with her among God's faithful people, 
 bring her to the word of God and the holy supper, 
 teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 
 place in her hands the holy scriptures, 
 and nurture her in faith and prayer, 
 so that she may learn to trust God, 
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 proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
 care for others and the world God made, 
 and work for justice and peace. 
 
Do you promise to help Scarlett grow in the Christian faith and life? 
We do. 
 
The presiding minister addresses sponsors: 
Sponsors, do you promise to continue to accompany Scarlett in the Christian faith as 
you are empowered by God’s Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism and 
in communion with the church? 
We do. 
 
The assembly stands. 
 
People of God, do you promise to support Scarlett and pray for her in her new life in 
Christ?  Will you grow with her, learn with her, serve with her, and together give praise 
to God? 
We will. 
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the 
church. 
  
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
I renounce them. 
 
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
I renounce them. 
 
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
I renounce them. 
 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
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was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and 
by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. 
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea 
you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was 
baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and 
resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in 
you. 
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in 
the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
BAPTISM 
The assembly is seated. The presiding minister baptizes the candidate.  
Scarlett Mary Ann, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you 
give your children new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 
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Laying both hands on the head of the newly baptized, the minister prays: 
Sustain Scarlett with the gift of your Holy Spirit: 

the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, 
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, 
the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.  Amen. 
 

The presiding minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of the baptized.  
Scarlett, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 
cross of Christ forever.  Amen. 
 
WELCOME 
A lighted candle may be given to the newly baptized. 
Jesus said, I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will have the light of life. 
 

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in 
giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word 
to all the world. 
 

 

 WORD    
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
Children are invited forward for a time together. 

 
 

READING: Ezekiel 34:7-15 
God will shepherd Israel 

 
7 Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the Lord: 8 As I live, says the Lord God, 
because my sheep have become a prey and my sheep have become food for all the wild 
animals, since there was no shepherd, and because my shepherds have not searched for 
my sheep, but the shepherds have fed themselves and have not fed my sheep, 9 therefore, 
you shepherds, hear the word of the Lord: 10 Thus says the Lord God: I am against the 
shepherds, and I will hold them accountable for my sheep and put a stop to their feeding 
the sheep; no longer shall the shepherds feed themselves. I will rescue my sheep from 
their mouths, so that they may not be food for them. 
  11 For thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep and will sort them 
out. 12 As shepherds sort out their flocks when they are among scattered sheep, so I will 
sort out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been 
scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13 I will bring them out from the peoples 
and gather them from the countries and bring them into their own land, and I will feed 
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them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of 
the land. 14 I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall 
be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on 
rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15 I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and 
I will make them lie down, says the Lord God. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 23 
 
REFRAIN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TONE 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The LORD | is my shepherd; 
 I shall not | be in want. 
2The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures 
 and leads me be- | side still waters. 
3You restore my | soul, O LORD, 
 and guide me along right pathways | for your name's sake. 
4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil; 
 for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.   R 
5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 
 you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 
 and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever.   R 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL: John 10:1-10 
Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a point about spiritual leadership. Those 
who listen to Jesus are led to abundant life. 

 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said:] 1 “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the 
gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who enters by the 
gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep 
hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has 
brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they 
know his voice. 5 They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because 
they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech with them, 
but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 
  7 So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All 
who came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am 
the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come in and go out and find 
pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have 
life and have it abundantly.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW #544  Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing  
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.                 
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NICENE CREED (8:00 a.m. only) 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS  
Our prayers draw on the Ecumencial Prayer Cycle and the Church’s calendar of 
Commemorations—further information is found each week at the end of the bulletin. 
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let 
us pray for the needs of all creation. 
A brief silence. 
Shepherding God, draw all people to yourself and lead them in paths of righteousness. 
Embolden your church to enter the valleys of the world and guide us beside the still 
waters of your grace. We pray for military and prison chaplains serving near and far. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Creator God, by the resurrection of your Son, show us your steadfast love and instruct 
our hearts in your ways. Help us to revere and protect the wonders of your creation. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Righteous Judge, strengthen and uphold those who work for justice and advocate for 
human rights. Bring an end to oppression and save us from the temptation of violence 
or vengeance. Bless the land, people, and churches of Armenia, Azerbaijan, and 
Georgia. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Great Physician, walk with those who are grieving, and anoint those who are ill or 
injured. Restore them to health of body, mind, and spirit. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Good Shepherd, continually seek us out as lambs of your flock, and form us into a 
community where all are honored and cared for. Spread a feast before us and fill our 
cups to overflowing. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Living God, we praise you for the saints who have died in faith and now dwell in your 
love, especially Catherine of Siena, Philip, James, and Athanasius. At our end, bring us, 
with them, to our heavenly home. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new 
life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
Amen. 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for 
those in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of 
peace with one another: Peace be with you! 

 
MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
 

OFFERING 
This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world 
through the offerings of its members and guests.  Because offerings are 
never just about us, this month we are sharing a portion of your gifts with 
CoAction coaction.care. 
  If you wish to give electronically, use the QR code or browse to our 
secure on-line portal at clcvalpo.org/give. 
 
OFFERTORY (8:00 am):    God Himself is Present       Burkhardt 
 
OFFERTORY (10:30 am):  The Lord is My Shepherd   Biery 
 
The Lord is my shepherd and I shall not want. He gives me rest in green, green pastures. 
He leads me by the still, still waters, He guides me on the right paths. His goodness and 
mercy shall follow me. With him I’ll dwell forevermore. 
       
OFFERING PRAYER 
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward. 
 

Merciful God, 
accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 
when we will hunger and thirst no more. 
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 
that goodness and mercy may follow us 
and bless the world you love. 
In the name of Jesus, 
Amen. 
 

https://clcvalpo.org/give
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The pastor begins the prayer and all join in singing: 

 
SANCTUS 

(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus at the 
words "Blessed is he.") 
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TABLE PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER                                    
Children:  The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the table of new life. 
Receive the risen Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
 

The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune: 
 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen (receive the bread) 
 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen (receive the cup) 
 
In-person distribution:  When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp 
to approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being 
dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored and Grape Juice is dark; they are received via 
individual cups in the trays. Used glasses are placed in the basket located near the 
ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to the server that you 
require this. 



 18 

 

LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION HYMNS  
 
ELW #789 Savior, like A Shepherd Lead Us 
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ELW #778 The Lord’s My Shepherd 
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After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues. 
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Holy One, 
through this meal you have made your home among us 
and are making all things new. 
Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, 
to love our enemies, 
and to bring your healing to the nations. 
In the name of Jesus, 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
INVITATIONS 
The assembly is seated as brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s 
participation in God’s mission in the world. 

 
BLESSING 
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, 
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN ELW #604 O Christ, Our Hope  

 
 

Children join the pastors to send us in mission. 
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DISMISSAL 
Children:  Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE    Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won   Manz             
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COMMEMORATIONS 
Week of April 26, 2026 

 
April 29 
Catherine of Siena, theologian, died 1380 
This theologian was the first woman among Roman Catholics to receive the title 
“Doctor [teacher] of the Church.” Catherine was a Dominican sister known for her 
mystical visions as well as her work on behalf of people who were poor and imprisoned. 
 
May 1 
Philip and James, Apostles 
Philip was one of the first disciples of Jesus, and called Nathanael to “come and see.” 
Little is known of James, the son of Alphaeus, called “the Less” to distinguish him from 
another apostle named James. 
 
May 2 
Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, died 373 
Best remembered for defending the teaching that Christ was fully God against those 
who taught otherwise, Athanasius was an influential church leader around the time of 
the Council of Nicea. He was banished from Alexandria five times for his forthright 
views. 
 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
 
This week we pray for the churches and people of Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia 
 
We are thankful for: 
•    the long history of Christianity in these lands 
•    Christians and Muslims who have witnessed to their faith during long years of 
 repression and persecution 
•    positive developments these countries have undergone since the end of the Soviet era 
•    those who pursue peace and reconciliation in the face of old suspicions and 
 animosities. 
 
We pray for: 
•    greater respect for the human rights of all the peoples living in these countries 
•    just changes for those living in situations of poverty and discrimination 
•    the healing of past wrongs and distorted memories of what has occurred 
•    a prophetic witness of the churches in relation to new challenges 
•    the Georgian Orthodox Church, that it may rediscover a rich relationship with the 
 family of churches worldwide. 
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Our Good Shepherd 
 
The images in today’s texts provide us with much food for thought and action. Psalm 23 
tells of a shepherd who leads us to green pastures and refreshing waters, walks alongside 
us as we face challenging times, takes us to a table already set, and anoints us with oil to 
mark each of us as chosen. We are heard, seen, known, valued, and loved, and remain in 
the Shepherd’s presence for all time. 
 
Jesus’ words in the gospel reading add to the image of a loving and caring shepherd. 
The shepherd calls each sheep by name, while the sheep follow because they recognize 
that voice. Jesus, our Good Shepherd, knows us well and calls each of us by name. Jesus 
also serves as the gate for the sheep, guarding and protecting us in the sheepfold, while 
also providing access to pastureland. This protection and access give us the space to be 
who we are, with no need to play games or pretend to be someone we are not. And when 
it comes right down to it, the Good Shepherd comes to give us abundant life—new life 
in relationship with God, others, and all creation. 
 
The reading from Acts 2 provides an image of abundant life among the early Christians, 
a life with an extravagance of worship, fellowship, prayer, generosity, service to others, 
and thankfulness. 
 
How does the image of the Good Shepherd sit with you? How do you picture the 
relationship between you and Jesus—with shepherd and sheep imagery, or something 
else? Where and how do you recognize the Good Shepherd’s voice? Do you know 
someone who has abundant life in Christ—a life of faith, joy, and love? What would 
such a life look like for you, and for your faith community? 


