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We welcome you to Christ Lutheran Church! We are a community of people  
sharing God’s love through Christ and growing together in faith. 

 

We celebrate all the ways we are made in the image of God, seeking to see God in everyone. We honor 
and respect each person’s age, ethnicity, family composition, gender identity, gender expression, life 
history, mental well-being, physical ability, relationship status, sexual orientation, skin color, and 
socioeconomic standing. Together, we strive to love and serve our neighbor and all creation, including 
working toward racial and social justice. We would love to walk with you on this creative adventure* of 
faith, grace, and love.  
* The first sermon ever preached at Christ Lutheran was titled “A Call to Creative Adventure.”  
 

ABOUT WORSHP 
We gather to worship weekly to hear and remember our shared hope: the life, death, and resurrection of 
Christ makes all things new, even us. 
 

You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin, with hymns found in the red 
hymnals (“ELW”) in the seats in front of you. 
 

If you have a prayer request, note it on a yellow card from the seatback holder and pass it to an usher; the 
other side is for any information you would like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated 
as necessary during the service. 
  
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH! 
God’s people come in all shapes and sizes – it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are 
present!  Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a 
growing faith in a child’s life.  There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free 
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the back 
of the sanctuary as needed.  Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in 
worship is  multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!  
 

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP 
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The 
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110. 
 

RESTROOMS 
Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the all-
gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East hallway, 
past the Welcome Center. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation.  The body and 
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because 
of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the 
fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world.  All 
baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news.  If you have concerns, please speak to 
a church staff member. 

  

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the 
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance. 

 

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 
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As we are invited today to consider what it means to be managers (rather than owners) of all that we 
have, it is crucial to recognize that we are bought with a price. “Christ Jesus, himself human, . . . gave 
himself a ransom for all.” Apart from the generosity of God we have nothing—we are nothing. By God’s 
gracious favor we have everything we need. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 
PRELUDE          Prelude in C Major       J.S. Bach 
      (BWV  531) 
                      
WELCOME 
If you are joining us for the first time, welcome!  We’d love to meet you, 
or if there’s anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ 
Lutheran Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online 
(you can point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow 
Connection Card in the pew holders.   
 

Prayer requests can be posted to the live chat or use a yellow Prayer Request (on the 
backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher. 
 

If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for 
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is 
sufficient in one or both elements).    
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  (10:30 am only)                                  
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  
our maker, our helper, and our keeper. 
Amen. 
 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another. 
 

Silence for reflection 
 

Merciful and sustaining God,  
we have sinned against you. 
We confess our lack of gratitude  
for the beauty and bounty of your creation:  
teach us to see that your earth sustains us and all that lives. 
We confess that we have misused your earth:  
grant us amendment of life. 

https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833
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We confess that we have been intemperate in our appetites:  
strengthen us in self-control. 
We confess that we have taken the abundance  
of your world for granted:  
make us urgent now for its protection. 
Forgive and renew us now through our Savior Jesus Christ,  
by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God,  
Jesus Christ was given to die for us,  
and for his sake  
God forgives us all our sins.  
As a called and ordained minister  
of the church of Christ,  
and by his authority,  
I therefore declare to you 
the entire forgiveness of all your sins,  
in the name of the Father,  

and of the ☩ Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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KYRIE 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Children:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
O merciful Creator, your hand is open wide to satisfy the needs of every living creature. 
Make us always thankful for your loving providence; and remembering the account that 
we must give one day, grant that we may be faithful stewards of your good gifts; through 
Jesus Christ our Savior, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, 
forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 
SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM FOR VIOLET KATHRYN PEART  
(8:00 a.m. only—10:30 continues on page 10) 
The candidate for baptism, sponsors, and parents gather with the ministers at the font.  

 
God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the 
sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and 
raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body 
of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the 
life of the world. 
 
Sponsors present the candidate: 
We present Violet Kathryn for baptism. 
 
The presiding minister addresses the parents: 
Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have  
Violet baptized into Christ? 
We do. 
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The presiding minister continues: 
As you bring Violet to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities: 
 to live with her among God's faithful people, 
 bring her to the word of God and the holy supper, 
 teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 
 place in her hands the holy scriptures, 
 and nurture her in faith and prayer, 
 so that she may learn to trust God, 
 proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
 care for others and the world God made, 
 and work for justice and peace. 
 

Do you promise to help Violet grow in the Christian faith and life? 
We do. 
 
The presiding minister addresses sponsors: 
Sponsors, do you promise to continue to accompany Violet in the Christian faith as you 
are empowered by God’s Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism and in 
communion with the church? 
We do. 
 
The assembly stands. 
 
People of God, do you promise to support Violet and pray for her in her new life in 
Christ?  Will you grow with her, learn with her, serve with her, and together give praise 
to God? 
We will. 
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the 
church. 
  
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
I renounce them. 
  
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
I renounce them. 
 
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
I renounce them. 
 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
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Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and 
by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. 
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea 
you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized 
by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and 
resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in 
you. 
 
Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in 
the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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BAPTISM 
The assembly is seated. The presiding minister baptizes the candidate.  
Violet Kathryn, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 
 
Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you 
give your children new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 
 
Laying both hands on the head of the newly baptized, the minister prays: 
Sustain Violet with the gift of your Holy Spirit: 

the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, 
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, 
the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.  Amen. 

 
The presiding minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of the baptized.  
Violet, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross 
of Christ forever.  Amen. 
 
WELCOME 
A lighted candle may be given to the newly baptized. 
Jesus said, I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will have the light of life. 
 
Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in 
giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word 
to all the world. 
 

WORD    
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
Children come forward for a time together. 
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READING: Amos 8:4-7 
Amos was called by God to prophesy in the Northern Kingdom of Israel. Peace and prosperity in Israel 
led to corrupt business practices and oppression of the poor. The prophet declares that God will not 
tolerate such a situation. 

 
 4 Hear this, you that trample on the needy, 
  and bring to ruin the poor of the land, 
 5 saying, “When will the new moon be over 
  so that we may sell grain; 
 and the sabbath, 
  so that we may offer wheat for sale? 
 We will make the ephah small and the shekel great, 
  and practice deceit with false balances, 
 6 buying the poor for silver 
  and the needy for a pair of sandals, 
  and selling the sweepings of the wheat.” 
 
 7 The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob: 
 Surely I will never forget any of their deeds. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 113  
The congregation is invited to sing the psalm refrain when indicated (R). Verses will be 
chanted alternately by the leader and the people. 
 

Refrain 

 
 

Psalm Tone 

 
Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants | of the LORD; 
 praise the name | of the LORD. 
2Let the name of the | LORD be blessed, 
 from this time forth for- | evermore. 
3From the rising of the sun to its | going down 
 let the name of the | LORD be praised. 
4The LORD is high a- | bove all nations, 
 God's glory a- | bove the heavens.  R 
5Who is like the | LORD our God,  
 who sits en- | throned on high, 
6but stoops | to behold 
 the heavens | and the earth? 
7The LORD takes up the weak out | of the dust 
 and lifts up the poor | from the ashes, 
8enthroning them | with the rulers, 
 with the rulers | of the people. 
9The LORD makes the woman of a | childless house 
 to be a joyful mother of children. | Hallelujah!  R 
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 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL: Luke 16:1-13 
Jesus tells the curious story of a dishonest manager who cheats his employer and then is commended by 
him for having acted so shrewdly. Jesus wonders why his own followers are less creative and diligent in 
their stewardship given that they are managers of a far more valuable household. 

 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1 Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and 
charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his property. 2 So he 
summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an 
accounting of your management, because you cannot be my manager any longer.’ 3 
Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is taking the 
position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4 I 
have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may welcome 
me into their homes.’ 5 So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked the 
first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6 He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ 
He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’ 7 Then he asked 
another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ He 
said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’ 8 And his master commended the 
dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more 
shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the children of light. 9 And I tell 
you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, 
they may welcome you into the eternal homes. 
  10 “Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is 
dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. 11 If then you have not been faithful 
with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12 And if you have not 
been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? 13 No 
slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be 
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 
The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon. 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  ACS #994   The Night You Gave Us, God, Has Ended  
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 

 



 15 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED   (10:30 a.m. only)                       
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 

 
PRAYERS 
Our prayers draw on the Ecumenical Prayer Cycle and the Church’s calendar of 
Commemorations.  Further information is found each week at the end of the bulletin. 
 

Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in need. 
A brief silence. 
O God, teach your church to act in solidarity with the poor, frustrating the efforts of 
those who trample on the needy and practicing justice in our own life and community. 
God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
Almighty Creator, we pray for an end to the misuse of the earth and its resources, that all 
people may benefit from your abundant gifts and that our stewardship of creation would 
be marked by justice and sustainability. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
Holy One, embolden elected leaders to pursue policies of economic justice for the 
benefit of all, especially those who are most vulnerable and marginalized. Persuade them 
by your example of generosity and compassion. Bless the lands, people, and churches of 
Argentina, Paraguay, and Uruguay. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
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Compassionate God, we pray for all facing illness, those near death, or those grieving 
the loss of loved ones. May they find comfort and strength in your love. Prepare us to 
surround them with your healing care. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
God of love, motivate our congregation to enact economic justice through tangible 
action, prioritizing the needs of our community and sharing resources generously 
through our outreach and justice ministries. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Gracious God, we give thanks for the saints, especially Matthew, and all who now join 
the heavenly chorus in praising your name. Lift us up from the dust of grief and remind 
us of your promise of new life. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our redeemer and 
friend. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for 
those in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of 
peace with one another: Peace be with you! 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 
OFFERING 
This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world 
through the participation and support of its members and guests.  Because 
offerings are never just about us, this month we are sharing a portion of 
your gifts with Compass International Family Center and Project 
Neighbors – Freedom Recovery Fund. 
  If you wish to give electronically, use the QR code, browse to our secure    
on-line portal at clcvalpo.org/give or use our CLC app (download at clcvalpo.org/app). 
 
OFFERTORY (8:00 am):       The Fifers                          Dandrieu/Biggs 
 
 
 
 

https://clcvalpo.org/give
https://subsplash.com/christlutheranchurch-val/app
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OFFERTORY ANTHEM (10:30 am):   All Earth Rejoice with a Gladsome Voice         
                Vivaldi/Hopson 
 

All the earth rejoice with a gladsome voice, now sing we Alleluia. Praise the Lord. 
Rejoice, rejoice and sing. Sing alleluia, sing, O praise the Lord. Sound the trumpet; 
sound the harp. Praise the Lord. 
 
OFFERING HYMN  ELW #686 We Give Thee but Thine Own 
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING    
The pastor continues the prayer then all join in singing: 
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SANCTUS                    
(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus  
at the words "Blessed is he.") 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TABLE PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER                                    
Children:  The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
God has fed us from the very beginning; Christ is the Living Bread, given for all 
Creation and for you today. Come and eat! 
Thanks be to God! 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
The assembly is seated. The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune: 
 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen (receive the bread) 
 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen (receive the cup) 
 
In-person distribution:  When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp 
to approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being 
dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored and Grape Juice is dark; wine is received either by 
Common Cup or from individual cups in the trays. Used glasses are placed in the 
basket located near the ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to 
the server that you require this. 
 
LAMB OF GOD       
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COMMUNION MUSIC ELW #678 God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending 
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ELW #717 Let Justice Flow like Streams 

 
After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues. 
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Create in us a new heart and a new vision, O God, that the gifts of your Spirit may work 
in us and renew the face of the earth. May we be one with you so that our work is yours, 
and your work is ours. Transform our lives to reflect your glory in Creation; through 
Jesus Christ our Savior, who is alive with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
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 SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 

INVITATIONS 
The assembly is seated as brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s 
participation in God’s mission in the world. 
 

BLESSING 
God of the galaxies,  
God of the starburst and sunlit morning,  
God of the forest and shining seas,  
God of the blooming desert and rolling grasslands— 

Father, Son, ☩ and Holy Spirit, shine on you and bless you. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN   ELW #793 Be Thou My Vision 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children join the pastors to send us in mission. 
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DISMISSAL  
Children: Go in Peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE                  Poco Vivace         Schroeder  
  

As worship concludes we move to the Gathering Place, where we are invited to greet one 
another and share in fellowship. 
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Worship Leaders 
 

 8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.   
Acolyte Olivia Hernandez Maya Bull 
 
Lector Venstrom Family Tim Malchow   
 
Prayer Assistant   Lanie Steinwart Karen Hernes 
 
Communion Assistants  Barbara Clements Phil Hahn 
     Darla Hernandez 
      
Ushers     Ben Lieske     
      
Sound/Light    Lance Nolting  Tony Reinhold 
 
Video/Livestream       —————- 

 
Pastors     Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr. 
     Rev. Erica Gibson-Even 
 
Director of Music Ministries  Brian Bartusch 
 
Cantor     Mike and Lois Felten (10:30 am only) 
 
Communion Baker   Angela Wehner 
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Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
 

This week we pray for the churches and people of Argentina, Paraguay, Uruguay. 
 

We are thankful for: 

• individuals, churches and other organizations who remain committed to seeking healing, 
 justice and truth 

• the furthering of human rights and democratic institutions 

• the ways in which those of different faiths and ethnicities are working together for the 
 common good and for the needs of people and creation 

• how churches, from out of what people are experiencing, have led global ecumenical work 
 for an economy that serves life. 

 
We pray for: 

• greater respect for Indigenous people and greater acceptance of all peoples across bounds of 
 ethnicity and religion 

• The protection of children from violence and abuse, and recognition of their rights and 
 dignity 

• effective help and empowerment for those who live in poverty and other marginalizing 
 situations 

• those who protect and care for the region’s threatened soil, forests, waters, glaciers 

• truth and justice in continuing investigations to find those responsible for crimes against 
 humanity, and continued healing for those affected 
• economic development that benefits all and effectively addresses the systemic factors that 
 impede it. 

COMMEMORATIONS 
Week of September 21 

 
September 21 
Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist 
Matthew (“Levi” in the gospels of Mark and Luke) was a tax collector for the Roman 
government in Capernaum. Tax collectors were distrusted because they were dishonest and 
worked as agents for a foreign ruler, the occupying Romans. In the gospels, tax collectors are 
mentioned as sinful and despised outcasts, but it was these outcasts to whom Jesus showed his 
love. Matthew’s name means “gift of the Lord.” Since the second century, tradition has 
attributed the first gospel to him. 
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The Season of Creation is an annual celebration uniting Christians in prayer and action for 
the protection of our common home. The idea of celebrating 1 September as a day of 
prayer for creation began at the wish of the Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios in 1989, and 
was endorsed by Pope Francis in 2015; in 2008 the World Council of Churches began en-
couraging churches to observe a Time of Creation. The season runs from September 1 to 
October 4, the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi. 
 
During this season we are encouraged to pray and engage in community events in order to 
deepen our relationship with our God, our neighbor and the earth we share, being ever 
more attentive to the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor. 
 
Our Biblical text for this year is Isaiah 32:14-18. The prophet Isaiah pictured the desolated 
Creation without peace because of the lack of justice and the broken relationship between 
God and humankind. This description of devastated cities and wastelands eloquently 
stresses the fact that human destructive behaviours have a negative impact on the Earth. 
 
Our hope: Creation will find peace when justice is restored. 
There is still hope and the expectation for a peaceful Earth. 
 
To hope in a biblical context does not mean to stand still and quiet, but to act, pray, 
change, and reconcile with Creation and the Creator in unity, metanoia (repentance), and 
solidarity. 
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