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We welcome you to Christ Lutheran Church! We are a community of people  

sharing God’s love through Christ and growing together in faith. 
 

We celebrate all the ways we are made in the image of God, seeking to see God in everyone. We 
honor and respect each person’s age, ethnicity, family composition, gender identity, gender 
expression, life history, mental well-being, physical ability, relationship status, sexual orientation, 
skin color, and socioeconomic standing. Together, we strive to love and serve our neighbor and all 
creation, including working toward racial and social justice. We would love to walk with you on this 
creative adventure* of faith, grace, and love.  
* The first sermon ever preached at Christ Lutheran was titled “A Call to Creative Adventure.”  
 

ABOUT WORSHP 
We gather to worship weekly to hear and remember our shared hope: the life, death, and resurrection of 
Christ makes all things new, even us. 
 

You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin, with hymns found in the red 
hymnals (“ELW”) in the seats in front of you. 
 

If you have a prayer request, note it on a yellow card from the seatback holder and pass it to an usher; the 
other side is for any information you would like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain 
seated as necessary during the service. 
  
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH! 
God’s people come in all shapes and sizes – it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are 
present!  Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a 
growing faith in a child’s life.  There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free 
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the 
back of the sanctuary as needed.  Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your 
children in worship is  multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!  
 

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP 
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The 
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110. 
 

RESTROOMS 
Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the 
all-gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East 
hallway, past the Welcome Center. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation.  The body 
and blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness 
because of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste 
of the fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the 
world.  All baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news.  If you have concerns, please speak to 
a church staff member. 

  

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the 
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance. 

 

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 
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Since the seventh century, September 1 has symbolized the day of the creation of the world in the 
Byzantine tradition and has been the opening feast of its liturgical year (known as the Feast of the 
Indiction), in a parallel with the feast of Rosh Hashanah marking the Jewish New Year. Creation in 
Christ celebrates the ongoing creation of the world in and through Christ, who sustains, unites, and holds 
all created things. We hear today of the triune God who creates all things: sun and moon, shining stars, 
sea monsters, creeping things and flying birds—and, yes, even human beings. God-in-Christ still takes 

care of all things and invites us to join in as caretakers of God's good creation.  
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 
PRELUDE          Prelude on the theme THAXTED        Callahan 
 
WELCOME  
If you are joining us for the first time, welcome!  We’d love to meet you, or 
if there’s anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ Lutheran 
Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online (you can 
point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow Connection 
Card in the pew holders.   
 
Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer Request (on the 
backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher. 
 
If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for 
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is 
sufficient in one or both elements).    
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins.  
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,  
our hope, our heart, our home.  
Amen.  
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 
Silence is kept for reflection.  
 
 
 
 
 

https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833
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Everlasting God, the Alpha and the Omega,  
the beginning and the end: 
we confess that we participate in systems  
that perpetuate oppression and injustice.  
We are often numb to the pain of the world around us,  
resistant to change that costs us something,  
and reluctant to love our neighbors as ourselves.  
We sin against your good creation,  
failing to be faithful stewards  
of the land, the sea, and all their creatures.  
Make your home among us once more, O God,  
naming us beloved and opening our hearts  
to do your will. Amen.  
 
All you saints and sinners, this good news is for you:  
God knows you,  
forgives you by the self-giving of + Jesus Christ,  
and frees you to love the world as you have been loved.  
Creation’s story will not end  
until mourning, crying, and pain are no more.  
When everything else changes, God’s love is steadfast and sure.  
Nothing can ever separate you from the love of God  
in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
Amen.  
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Children:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
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GATHERING HYMN ELW #527  Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
A silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

God of love, giver of life,  
you call us to tend and keep your creation  
but so often we choose our own interests instead.  
You know our frailties and failings -  
give us your grace to overcome them, 
keep us from those things that harm us,  
and guide us in the way of salvation,  
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
The assembly is seated. 

 
 WORD    

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 
 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME 
Children are invited for a time together. 
 
 

READING: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot change because of what their parents were and did, or 
who think they cannot reverse their own previous behavior. God insistently invites people to turn and live. 

 
1 The word of the Lord came to me: 2 What do you mean by repeating this proverb 
concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s 
teeth are set on edge”? 3 As I live, says the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used 
by you in Israel. 4 Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of 
the child is mine: it is only the person who sins who shall die. 
  25 Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my 
way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26 When the righteous turn away from 
their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they 
have committed, they shall die. 27 Again, when the wicked turn away from the 
wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their 
life. 28 Because they considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they 
had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. 29 Yet the house of Israel says, 
“The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your 
ways that are unfair? 
  30 Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, 
says the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will 
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be your ruin. 31 Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed 
against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house 
of Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, 
then, and live. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 25:1–9 
The congregation is invited to sing the psalm refrain when indicated (R). Verses will be 
chanted alternately by the leader and the people. 
 
Refrain 

 
Psalm Tone 

 
 
To | you, O LORD, 
 I lift | up my soul. 
2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame, 
 nor let my enemies triumph | over me. 
3Let none who look to you be | put to shame; 
 rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous. 
4Show me your | ways, O LORD, 
 and teach | me your paths.   R 
5Lead me in your | truth and teach me, 
 for you are the God of my salvation; 
 in you have I trusted all | the day long. 
6Remember, O LORD, your compas- | sion and love, 
 for they are from | everlasting. 
7Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions; 
 remember me according to your steadfast love 
 and for the sake of your good- | ness, O LORD. 
8You are gracious and up- | right, O LORD; 
 therefore you teach sinners | in your way. 
9You lead the low- | ly in justice 
 and teach the low- | ly your way.   R 
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READING: Acts 3:1-19 
After healing in Jesus’ name, Peter preaches at the temple 

 
1 One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, at three 
o’clock in the afternoon. 2 And a man lame from birth was being carried in. People 
would lay him daily at the gate of the temple called the Beautiful Gate so that he could 
ask for alms from those entering the temple. 3 When he saw Peter and John about to go 
into the temple, he asked them for alms. 4 Peter looked intently at him, as did John, and 
said, “Look at us.” 5 And he fixed his attention on them, expecting to receive something 
from them. 6 Peter said, “I have no silver or gold, but what I have I give you; in the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, stand up and walk.” 7 And he took him by the right 
hand and raised him up, and immediately his feet and ankles were made strong. 8 
Jumping up, he stood and began to walk, and he entered the temple with them, walking 
and leaping and praising God. 9 All the people saw him walking and praising God, 10 and 
they recognized him as the one who used to sit and ask for alms at the Beautiful Gate of 
the temple, and they were filled with wonder and astonishment at what had happened to 
him. 
 
  11 While he clung to Peter and John, all the people ran together to them in the portico 
called Solomon’s Portico, utterly astonished. 12 When Peter saw it, he addressed the 
people, “Fellow Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as 
though by our own power or piety we had made him walk? 13 The God of Abraham and 
Isaac and Jacob, the God of our ancestors, has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you 
handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release 
him. 14 But you rejected the holy and righteous one and asked to have a murderer given 
to you, 15 and you killed the author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we 
are witnesses. 16 And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, 
whom you see and know, and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect 
health in the presence of all of you. 
  17 “And now, brothers and sisters, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your 
rulers. 18 In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his 
Messiah would suffer. 19 Repent, therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be 
wiped out.” 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32 
After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins teaching there. His authority is 
questioned by the religious leaders, who are supposed to be in charge of the temple. 

 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
23 When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to 
him as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and 
who gave you this authority?” 24 Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if 
you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25 
Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they 
argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why, then, did 
you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd, 
for all regard John as a prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he 
said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
 
  28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go 
and work in the vineyard today.’ 29 He answered, ‘I will not,’ but later he changed his 
mind and went. 30 The father went to the second and said the same, and he answered, ‘I 
go, sir,’ but he did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, 
“The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are 
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going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you in the way of 
righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes 
believed him, and even after you saw it you did not change your minds and believe 
him.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW #776  What God Ordains Is Good Indeed 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.                 
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APOSTLES’ CREED   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 *Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 
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 PRAYERS  
Our prayers draw on the Ecumencial Prayer Cycle and the Church’s calendar of 
Commemorations—further information is found each week at the end of the bulletin. 
Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that 
God hears us. 
A brief silence. 
Center your church in humility as we strive to follow in your way. Help us listen to the 
cries of those who have been unfairly hurt by the church and dare to name difficult 
truths. Show all your love. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You call us to care for your creation. Lead us into your promise of a better world 
through sustainable practices and respect for your handiwork. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Inspire all in positions of authority to act honorably. Remind them of their call to use 
their authority for the sake of the common good. Give them the gift of humility. Bless 
the lands, people, and churches of Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, and Peru, that peace and justice 
might flourish. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Comfort those who come before you in fear and trembling. Calm troubled hearts with 
your forgiveness. Help all those in need. Grant us your salvation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Change this congregation’s heart when we say no to your call. Open us to courageous 
learning and service in our community, especially in new or challenging places.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Your steadfast love holds Jerome and all the saints who have finished their work and are 
at rest. As we grieve, remind us of your mercy so we may also give thanks; bring us at 
last into your presence to join the praise of Michael and all angels. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you 
see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for 
those in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of 
peace with one another: Peace be with you! 
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MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
 

OFFERING 
This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world through 
the offerings of its members and guests.  Because offerings are never just 
about us, this month we are sharing a portion of your gifts with Compass 
International Family Center, Valparaiso compassIFC.org and Project 
Neighbors – Freedom Recovery Fund projectneighbors.org/frf    
 If you wish to give electronically, use the QR code or browse to our 
secure on-line portal at clcvalpo.org/give. 
 
OFFERTORY (8:00 a.m.)      For the Beauty of the Earth                        arr. Burkhardt 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM (10:30 a.m.)        Sing to the Lord a New Song! Kosche 
 
Sing to the Lord a new song; O sing to the Lord all the earth! Sing to the Lord, bless 
God’s name, tell of God’s salvation from day to day. Declare God’s glory among the 
nations, God’s marvelous works among the peoples!  
 
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward. 

 
O God, maker of heaven and earth,  
your steadfast love embraces all creation.  
You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth  
and bring forth its bounty.  
Through these gifts of bread and wine,  
draw us into the death and life of your Son,  
who calls us to bear witness to his saving work.  
We ask this in Jesus’ name.  
Amen.  
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… 

http://compassifc.org/
https://projectneighbors.org/frf
https://clcvalpo.org/give
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SANCTUS 
(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus at the 
words "Blessed is he.") 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
O God triune, how majestic… 
The earth is full of your glory.  
The earth is full of your glory.  
 
O God triune, you took on our flesh in Jesus our healer… 
The earth is full of your glory.  
The earth is full of your glory.  
 
Gathered around this table… 
The earth is full of your glory.  
The earth is full of your glory.  
 
O God triune, you create the worlds… 
The earth is full of your glory.  
The earth is full of your glory.  
 
Amen, and amen.  
Amen, and amen.  
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LORD’S PRAYER                                    
Children:  The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

  

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The gifts of creation for God’s beloved creatures.  
Come and share.  
Thanks be to God! 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
 

The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune: 
 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen (receive the bread) 
 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen (receive the cup) 
 
In-person distribution:  When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to 
approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being 
dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored and Grape Juice is dark; they are received via 
individual cups in the trays. Used glasses are placed in the basket located near the 
ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to the server that you require 
this. 
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LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION HYMNS 
 
ELW #481 Come to the Table (sung 2x) 
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ELW #772 Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 19 

 

ELW #818 O Master, Let Me Walk with You 

 
After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues. 
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
God of our salvation,  
we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,  
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.  
Through the body and blood of your Son,  
may we become Christ’s body in the world,  
bearing witness to your love for all creation,  
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen.  

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 
 

INVITATIONS 
The assembly is seated as brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s 
participation in God’s mission in the world. 
 
BLESSING 
God of the galaxies,  
God of the starburst and sunlit morning,  
God of the forest and shining seas,  
God of the blooming desert and rolling grasslands— 

Father, Son, ☩ and Holy Spirit, shine on you and bless you. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN ELW #881  Let All Things Now Living 
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Children join the pastors to send us in mission. 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
Children:  Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE            Sortie sur l’hymne: Quid in Tenebris Tristis Aberras       Guilmant 
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Worship Leaders 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  

Acolyte  Caleb Burnside 

   

Lector Phyllis Schroeder Sheila Burnside 

   

Prayer Assistant Darla Hernandez Phil Hahn 

   

Communion Assistants Scott Steinwart 
Braden Longacre 

Phil Hahn 

   

Ushers Vickie Copeland 
Gregg Copeland 

 

   

Sound/Light Lance Nolting Tony Reinhold 

   

Video/Livestream - - - - - - - - - - -  

   

Pastors Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr. 
Rev. Erica Gibson-Even 

 

   

Director of Music Ministries Brian Bartusch  

 Kathy Stefans, cantor  

   

Communion Baker The Bull Family  
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COMMEMORATIONS 
Week of September 27, 2026 

 
September 29 
Michael and All Angels 
On this festival day the church ponders the richness and variety of God’s created order and the limits 
of human knowledge of it. The scriptures speak of angels (the word means “messengers”) who 
worship God in heaven, and in both testaments angels speak for God on earth. They are remembered 
most vividly as they appear to the shepherds and announce the birth of the Savior. Michael is an 
angel whose name appears in Daniel as the heavenly being who leads the faithful dead to God’s 
throne on the day of resurrection. In Revelation, Michael fights in a cosmic battle against Satan. 
 
September 30 
Jerome, translator, teacher, died 420 
Jerome is remembered as a biblical scholar and translator. Rather than choosing classical Latin as the 
basis of his work, he translated the scriptures into the Latin that was spoken and written by the 
majority of the persons in his day. His translation is known as the Vulgate, from the Latin word for 
common. While Jerome is remembered as a saint, he could be anything but saintly. He was well 
known for his short temper and his arrogance, although he was also quick to admit to his personal 
faults. Thanks to the work of Jerome, many people received the word in their own language and lived 
lives of faith and service to those in need. 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
This week we pray for the churches and people of Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Peru. 
 
We are thankful for: 
• the distinctive rhythms, music, dance, food and natural medicine in this area 
• the beauty of the region, forests, mountains, rivers, lakes, and ocean coastlines, and 

especially indigenous peoples’ relationship with, and care for, the natural environment 
• churches who witness and work both ecumenically and with those of other faiths to build 

relationships of trust and commitment amid ongoing injustice and oppression 
• the diversity of languages and cultures flourishing in the region despite disruptions that 

have occurred through colonization, and political and economic turmoil. 
 

We pray for: 
• Christians to have the courage, imagination and energy to build bridges of peace and 

understanding against conflict and division, and to pursue justice for the poor, 
marginalized and dispossessed 

• an end of corruption in all levels of the society, including economic exploitation which 
impoverishes and hinders economic growth from benefitting all. 

• immigrants and refugees seeking a new home, and those who accompany and support 
them 

• coca farmers to find sustainable incomes from other crops, for an end to drug trafficking, 
and effective assistance for those who are addicted. 
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Marching Orders 
 
Members of the string quartet look around at each other, nod, and begin tuning up to 
play. The basketball team huddles around the coach as she draws up the play on a dry-
erase board. The volunteer teams go over their assignments one last time before heading 
off to their positions for the charity run. In each instance, before beginning their 
mission, the group takes a moment to get on the same page, to get their marching orders. 
In our lives as disciples of Christ, that moment is baptism. 
 
Our marching orders, our mission guidelines, are marked on our hearts in baptism. The 
good news of forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation in Jesus Christ that is poured over 
us spills out in our lives, and we are called to be agents of restoration: to bind up the 
brokenhearted, to care for all people and all creation. Just as the coach draws up the play 
or someone makes a list of the things that need to get done, we are imbued with a way of 
life in baptism’s waters. Our motivation for this way of life is the love that has also been 
shown to us in Jesus: the love that feeds us each week as we gather around our Savior’s 
table. 
 
Even if we are sometimes reluctant, like the son in Jesus’ parable who initially says he 
will not go to the vineyard but eventually goes, we are motivated to carry out the work 
to which God has called us because of the baptismal grace we have received. And 
whenever we pause to collect ourselves—whether it’s tuning up before the performance, 
getting the play in the huddle, or just taking a deep breath before beginning the next 
item on the to-do list—we think of baptism, when our marching orders and our 
motivations are indelibly marked on us by Jesus. 
 


