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YOU ARE WELCOME HERE! 
At Christ Lutheran people of all backgrounds and experiences gather to worship because we all share a 
common hope: the life, death, and resurrection of Christ makes all things new, even us. 
 
You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin. If you have a prayer request, the 
yellow cards in the seatback holders have a place for them; the other side is for any information you would 
like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated as necessary during the service. 
  
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH! 
God’s people come in all shapes and sizes – it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are 
present!  Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a 
growing faith in a child’s life.  There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free 
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the back 
of the sanctuary as needed.  Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in 
worship is  multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!  
 
WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP 
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The 
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110. 
 
RESTROOMS 
Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the all-
gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East hallway, 
past the Welcome Center. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation.  The body and 
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because 
of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the 
fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world.  All 
baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 
  
In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to approach the altar 
rail. When finished you may leave individually without being dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored, and 
Grape Juice is dark; they are received via individual cups in the trays. The Common Cup is available for 
anyone who wishes. Used glasses are placed in the basket located near the ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is 
available, please indicate to the server that you require this. 
 
COVID Procedure Update  
Masks are encouraged but optional during worship.  Naturally if you prefer to stay masked throughout 
the service, you are of course welcome to do so.  Masks are not required for singing but suggested.   
 

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news.  If you have concerns, please speak to 
a church staff member. 

  

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the 
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance. 

 

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 
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In today’s gospel the risen Christ appears to the disciples and offers them the gift of peace. Even amid 
doubts and questions, we experience the resurrection in our Sunday gathering around word and meal, 
and in our everyday lives. Throughout the coming Sundays of Easter the first two readings will be from 
the Acts of the Apostles and the first letter of Peter. Even as the early Christians proclaimed the 
resurrection, we rejoice in the new birth and living hope we receive in baptism. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 
PRELUDE                Fugue in G          J.S. Bach 
 
WELCOME 
If you are joining us for the first time, welcome!  We’d love to meet you, 
or if there’s anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ 
Lutheran Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online 
(you can point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow 
Connection Card in the pew holders.   
 
Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer Request (backside 
of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher. 
 
If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for 
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is 
sufficient in one or both elements).  
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM (8:00 a.m. only) 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
by whose hand we are given new birth, 
by whose speaking we are given new life. 
Amen. 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are welcomed, restored, and supported 
as citizens of the new creation. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
 
 
 

https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833
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Holy God, 
holy and merciful, 
holy and mighty, 
you are the river of life, 
you are the everlasting wellspring. 
In mercy and might you have freed us from death 
and raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of the dead. 
In baptismal waters our old life is washed away, 
and in them we are born anew. 
 
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues. 
 
Glory to you for oceans and lakes, 
for rivers and streams. 
Honor to you for waters that wash us clean, 
quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures. 
Praise to you for the life-giving water of baptism, 
the outpouring of the Spirit of the new creation. 
 
Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. 
Empower our witness to your resurrection. 
Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all. 
 
Satisfy the world’s need through this living water. 
Where drought dries the earth, bring refreshment. 
Where despair prevails, grant hope. 
Where chaos reigns, bring peace. 
We ask this through Christ, 
who with you and the Spirit reigns forever. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN ELW  #376 Thine Is the Glory 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Children:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
Alpha and Omega, 
our beginning and our end, 
you break through the locks 
of gated communities 
and hardened hearts: 
accept our doubts, 
heal our desire for certainty 
and, by your Spirit’s gentle touch, 
make us a people 
forgiven and forgiving; 
through Jesus Christ, the Giver of Peace. 
Amen. 
 
SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM FOR SUMMIT DAVID MONIX (10:30 a.m.) 
The assembly is seated. Candidates for baptism, sponsors, and parents gather with the ministers at the font.  
 

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the 
sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises 
us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, 
anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of the 
world. 
 

Sponsors present the candidate: 
We present Summit David for baptism. 
 

The presiding minister addresses the parents: 
Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have 
Summit baptized into Christ? 
Response: 
We do. 
 

The presiding minister continues: 
As you bring Summit to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities: 
 to live with him among God's faithful people, 
 bring him to the word of God and the holy supper, 
 teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 
 place in his hands the holy scriptures, 
 and nurture him in faith and prayer, 
 so that he may learn to trust God, 
 proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
 care for others and the world God made, 
 and work for justice and peace. 
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Do you promise to help Summit grow in the Christian faith and life? 
We do. 
 
The presiding minister addresses sponsors: 
Sponsors, do you promise to continue to accompany Summit in the Christian faith as you 
are empowered by God’s Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of baptism and in 
communion with the church? 
Response: 
We do. 
 
The assembly stands. 
 
People of God, will you promise to support Summit and pray for him in his new life in 
Christ?  Will you grow with him, learn with him, serve with him, and together give praise to 
God? 
We will. 
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 
  
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
I renounce them. 
  
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
I renounce them. 
 
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
I renounce them. 
 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
  
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.o you believe in God the Holy 
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Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 
. 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Blessed are you, O God, maker and ruler of all things. Your voice thundered over the waters 
at creation. You water the mountains and send springs into the valleys to refresh and satisfy 
all living things. 
 
Through the waters of the flood you carried those in the ark to safety. Through the sea you 
led your people Israel from slavery to freedom. In the wilderness you nourished them with 
water from the rock, and you brought them across the river Jordan to the promised land. 
By the baptism of his death and resurrection, your Son Jesus has carried us to safety and 
freedom. The floods shall not overwhelm us, and the deep shall not swallow us up, for Christ 
has brought us over to the land of promise. He sends us to make disciples, baptizing in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Pour out your Holy Spirit; wash away sin in this cleansing water; clothe the baptized with 
Christ; and claim your daughters and sons, no longer slave and free, no longer male and 
female, but one with all the baptized in Christ Jesus, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
  
The assembly is seated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 10 

 

BAPTISM 
 

The presiding minister baptizes the candidate.  
Summit David, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you 
give your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to 
eternal life. 
 

Laying both hands on the head of the newly baptized, the minister prays: 
Sustain Summit with the gift of your Holy Spirit: 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, 
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, 
the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
The presiding minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of the baptized.  
Summit David, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with 
the cross of Christ forever. 
Amen. 
 
WELCOME 
 

A lighted candle may be given to the newly baptized. 
Jesus said, I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will have the light of life. 
  
Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in 
giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word 
to all the world. 
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WORD    
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

When children read, they may read a version that is appropriate to their reading level and 
voice, which may vary from the printed texts. 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
The assembly is seated as children are invited forward for a time together. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC   Concerto in F Major        Vivaldi 
                         (Op. 10, No. 5) 

 
READING: Acts 2:14a, 22-32 
After the Holy Spirit comes to the apostles on Pentecost, Peter preaches the gospel to the gathered crowd. He 
tells them that Jesus, who obediently went to his death according to God’s plan, was raised from the dead by 
God. Finally, he appeals to scripture, quoting Psalm 16:8-11, to show that Jesus is the Messiah: though 
crucified, the risen Jesus is now enthroned. 

 
14aPeter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd], 22“You that 
are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God 
with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you 
yourselves know—23this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and 
foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. 24But 
God raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was impossible for him to be 
held in its power. 25For David says concerning him,  
 ‘I saw the Lord always before me, 
  for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 
 26therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 
  moreover my flesh will live in hope. 
 27For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, 
  or let your Holy One experience corruption. 
 28You have made known to me the ways of life; 
  you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 
 29“Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died 
and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30Since he was a prophet, he knew that 
God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. 
31Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying,  
 ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, 
  nor did his flesh experience corruption.’ 
32This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.” 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 16 
The congregation is invited to sing the psalm refrain when indicated (R). Verses will be 
chanted alternately by the leader and the people. 
 
Refrain 

 
 
Psalm Tone 
 

 
 
Protect me, O God, for I take ref- | uge in you; 
 I have said to the LORD, "You are my Lord, my good a- | bove all other." 
2All my delight is in the godly that are | in the land, 
 upon those who are noble a- | mong the people. 
3But those who run after | other gods 
 shall have their troubles | multiplied. 
4I will not pour out drink offerings | to such gods, 
 never take their names up- | on my lips.   R 
5O LORD, you are my portion | and my cup; 
 it is you who up- | hold my lot. 
6My boundaries enclose a | pleasant land; 
 indeed, I have a | rich inheritance. 
7I will bless the LORD who | gives me counsel; 
 my heart teaches me night | after night. 
8I have set the LORD al- | ways before me; 
 because God is at my right hand, I shall | not be shaken.   R 
9My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spir- | it rejoices; 
 my body also shall | rest in hope. 
10For you will not abandon me | to the grave, 
 nor let your holy one | see the pit. 
11You will show me the | path of life; 
 in your presence there is fullness of joy, 
  and in your right hand are pleasures for- | evermore.   R 
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READING: 1 Peter 1:3-9 
This epistle was written to encourage Christians experiencing hardships and suffering because of their faith 
in Christ. The letter opens by blessing God for the living hope we have through Christ’s resurrection even 
amid difficult circumstances and surroundings. 
 

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given 
us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
4and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for 
you, 5who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time. 6In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to 
suffer various trials, 7so that the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold 
that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and 
honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8Although you have not seen him, you love him; and 
even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable 
and glorious joy, 9for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your 
souls. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 
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HOLY GOSPEL: John 20:19-31 
The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. But one of their number is missing, and his unbelief prompts another visit from the Lord. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his 
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to 
them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he 
had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 
retained.” 
 24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when 
Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to 
them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of 
the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
 26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach 
out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered 
him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you 
have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 
written in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus 
is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his 
name. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  ACS #934 Christ Is Living  
The assembly stands to proclaim the Word of God in song. 
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NICENE CREED (8:00 a.m. only) 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS 
United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and 
all in need. 
A brief silence. 
God of rebirth, the good news of your resurrection brings refreshment to a weary world. 
Following the women at the tomb, empower us to boldly share your radical love 
through our words and our work. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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As you breathed your Spirit into the disciples, breathe your spirit of healing upon all 
creation. Nourish the earth with sufficient rains. Strengthen us to counter the effects of 
pollution and destruction. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You prepared the disciples for their ministry by calming their fears and granting them 
your peace. Equip our communities’ leaders a spirit of peace and hearts that burn for 
justice, that their leadership reflects your love. Raise up wise leaders in nations 
throughout the world, especially in Belarus, Moldova, Russia and Ukraine – that your 
peace, justice, and hope might take root. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You come among us in unexpected ways. Send us to those who hide in fear or question 
your love. Be a healing presence for any isolated by addiction, incarceration, mental 
illness, chronic pain, sickness, or grief. Accompany our Men’s Overnight Shelter guests 
as our season together begins – be present in their journeys, open doors for them to 
more stable housing. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
As you met the disciples on the road to Emmaus, show us your presence along our 
journeys. Bless our doubts and questions. Provide trusting and safe relationships for all 
ages, to nurture our connection to you and one another. As we welcome Kaitlyn as 
Director of Youth Ministries, fill and empower her with your Spirit for this new calling. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Resurrecting God, you bring us to new life every day. Thank you for blessing us with 
companions on our faith journey, especially those who now rest in your love, especially 
Anselm, Olavus Petri, and Laurentius Petri. As you did for them, strengthen us with the 
eternal peace of your promises. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, 
almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for 
those in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of 
peace with one another: Peace be with you! 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 

OFFERING 
This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world through the 
participation and support of its members and guests.  Because offerings are never just 
about us, this month we are sharing a portion of your gifts with Housing Opportunities   
www.hoi.help  (2001 Calumet Ave., Valpo).  
  If you wish to give electronically, browse to our secure on-line portal at            
clcvalpo.org/give or use our CLC app (download at clcvalpo.org/app). 
 
OFFERTORY         God Himself is Present      Burkhardt 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward. 
Generous God, 
in this meal you offer your very self. 
We give thanks for these gifts of the earth. 
In the breaking of this bread 
reveal to us the Risen One. 
In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hoi.help
https://www.google.com/maps/search/2001+Calumet+Ave.,+Valpo?entry=gmail&source=g
https://clcvalpo.org/give
https://subsplash.com/christlutheranchurch-val/app
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The pastor begins the prayer and all join in singing: 
 

SANCTUS 
(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus  
at the words "Blessed is he.") 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TABLE PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Children: The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
Thanks be to God! 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
The assembly is seated. 
 

Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' 
invitation.  The body and blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence 
with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because of his death and resurrection.  Drawn 
together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the fullness of God's 
coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the 
world.  All baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 
 

The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune: 
 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen (receive the bread) 
 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen (receive the cup) 
 

In-person distribution:  When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp 
to approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being 
dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored and Grape Juice is dark; they are received via 
individual cups in the trays. The Common Cup is available for anyone who wishes to 
receive it.  Used glasses are placed in the basket located near the ramp. Gluten-Free 
Bread is available, please indicate to the server that you require this. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION HYMNS  ELW #635 We Walk by Faith 
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ELW #461 All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly 
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After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues. 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Gracious God, 
in you we live and move and have our being. 
With your word and this meal of grace, 
you have nourished our life together. 
Strengthen us to show your love 
and serve the world in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
INVITATIONS 
Brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in 
God’s mission in the world. 
 
BLESSING 
The God of all, 

who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, 
bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN  ELW #382 Christ is Risen! Alleluia! 
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Children join the pastors to send us in mission. 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE                   Jesus Christ is Risen Today                    Johnson 
           
                          

As worship concludes we move to the Gathering Place, where we are invited  
to greet one another and share in fellowship. 
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Stewardship Snippet 
 

John 20:21 - Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, 
so I send you.” 
 

Every Sunday we gather to hear the Word and experience the Sacraments and then are 

sent into the world to be the hands, feet, heart, and mind of Christ. What one action will 

you take this week to be a steward of our one precious planet? How is that part of 

spreading Christ’s peace to the world? 

Worship Leaders 
 

 8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.  
   

Acolyte Violet Furuness Danelle Rivera 
      

Lector Karen Harper Phil Hahn  
 

Prayer Assistant Paige Reichardt Kaitlyn Jedrzejowski 
 

Communion Assistants Kathy Sutherland Phil Hahn 
 Betty Luckett Amy Knauff 
  

Ushers Irene Adams Jonathan Bull  
 Ramona Krueger Maya Bull 
        

Sound/Light Lance Nolting Jeff Peiffer 
  

Video/Livestream - - - - - - - -  Adam Gibson-Even 
   

Welcome Center   
  

Pastors     Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr. 
     Rev. Erica Gibson-Even 
     

Director of Music Ministries  Brian Bartusch 
 

Worship Participants   Jenna Abbring, saxophone 
     Mike & Lois Felten, cantors (10:30 am) 
 
Communion Baker     Lois Felten 
 

April Altar Gifts 
  

Communion Wine Andrew Teeple ~ In thankfulness for family 
   Linda Mapes ~ In Thankfulness for our 56th Wedding Anniversary  
 

Altar Candles  Lois & Michael Felten ~ In memory of Arnold & Rick Felten 
   
 

Eternal Lamp   Ellen Swayne ~ In memory of Gladys Swayne 
   Diana Ahlbrand ~ In memory of Wendell Ahlbrand 
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COMMEMORATIONS 
Week of April 16, 2023 

 
April 19 
Olavus Petri, priest, died 1552; Laurentius Petri, Bishop of Uppsala, died 1573; renewers 
of the church 
These two brothers studied with Luther at the University of Wittenberg and then returned to 
their native Sweden to introduce the Lutheran reforms. Olavus published a catechism and 
hymnal; Laurentius was a professor who defended the office of bishop and later became one. 
 
April 21 
Anselm, Bishop of Canterbury, died 1109 
This eleventh-century monk was one of the greatest theologians of the Middle Ages. He is 
remembered for emphasizing the maternal aspects of God, and for the theory that the Son of 
God became human in order to make the necessary payment for our sin. 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
 

This week we pray for the churches and people of Belarus, Moldova, Russia, Ukraine. 
 

We give thanks for: 

• the distinctive icons, art, literature and music that have come from this area 

• the faithful witness of churches under the reign of Communism, and their revitalization 
 since then, after decades of official atheism 

• all those who help to alleviate the suffering of people due to the conflict in Ukraine and 
 who try to counteract and overcome divisions 

• those who work for democracy and openness in government. 
 
We pray for: 

• guidance, as these nations work to reconfigure political and economic structures 

• compassion and integrity for all peoples in these nations with such diverse ethnic histories 

• those who suffer from alcoholism, HIV and AIDS, tuberculosis and other life-threatening 
 diseases 

• the large numbers of people who now live in poverty and are unemployed 

• those in Belarus and Ukraine who suffer from the continued effects of the Chernobyl 
 nuclear disaster 
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A Wild, Skeptical Hope 

 
“Doubting Thomas” is nearly always meant as a pejorative, but Jesus shows up for him. 
It’s easy to forget that Thomas is asking for nothing more than what Jesus has already 
provided to his friends—showing up for them, in the flesh. When he does the same for 
Thomas and Thomas exclaims, “My Lord and my God!” (John 20:28), Jesus responds, 
“Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe” (John 20:29). It’s 
easy to hear this as if Jesus were chastising Thomas while he blesses the rest of us, but 
he does no such thing. He can show up for Thomas and bless the rest of us all at the 
same time. 
 
Can you even imagine what those days must have been like—those days between the 
crucifixion and resurrection, and then the days that followed, full to the brim with 
confusion and grief and rumors and wild, skeptical hope? Two thousand years can make 
us forgetful, as if those who were present in those moments had the luxury of knowing 
the entire story all at once, the way we do. 
 
But they didn’t. Regardless, Thomas believed in a God big enough to carry his doubts 
and uncertainty. He trusted that God was big enough to hold all his questions and his 
hope. 
 
What are the big doubts you carry? What are your questions? What kind of wild, 
skeptical hopes do you have, that you hardly dare to utter out loud, even to your closest 
friends? Do they feel any different when you stop to wonder about letting God carry 
them with you? 
 
Here, at the beginning of the Easter season, God has shown us that very little is truly 
impossible. Thomas believed as much, and he had the courage to ask for it. Jesus shows 
up in response to Thomas’s bold ask, and through this witness, he blesses the rest of us. 
 

 


