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We welcome you to Christ Lutheran Church! We are a community of people  
sharing God’s love through Christ and growing together in faith. 

 

We celebrate all the ways we are made in the image of God, seeking to see God in everyone. We honor 
and respect each person’s age, ethnicity, family composition, gender identity, gender expression, life 
history, mental well-being, physical ability, relationship status, sexual orientation, skin color, and 
socioeconomic standing. Together, we strive to love and serve our neighbor and all creation, including 
working toward racial and social justice. We would love to walk with you on this creative adventure* of 
faith, grace, and love.  
* The first sermon ever preached at Christ Lutheran was titled “A Call to Creative Adventure.”  
 

ABOUT WORSHP 
We gather to worship weekly to hear and remember our shared hope: the life, death, and resurrection of 
Christ makes all things new, even us. 
 

You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin, with hymns found in the red 
hymnals (“ELW”) in the seats in front of you. 
 

If you have a prayer request, note it on a yellow card from the seatback holder and pass it to an usher; the 
other side is for any information you would like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated 
as necessary during the service. 
  
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH! 
God’s people come in all shapes and sizes – it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are 
present!  Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a 
growing faith in a child’s life.  There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free 
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and quiet room at the back 
of the sanctuary as needed.  Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in 
worship is  multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!  
 

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP 
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The 
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110. 
 

RESTROOMS 
Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the all-
gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East hallway, 
past the Welcome Center. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation.  The body and 
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because 
of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the 
fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world.  All 
baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news.  If you have concerns, please speak to 
a church staff member. 

  

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the 
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance. 

 

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 
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Today’s festival is a bridge between the Advent-Christmas-Epiphany cycle that comes to a close today 
and the Lent-Easter cycle that begins in several days. On a high mountain Jesus is revealed as God’s 
beloved Son, echoing the words at his baptism. This vision of glory sustains us as Jesus faces his 
impending death in Jerusalem. We turn this week to Ash Wednesday and our yearly baptismal journey 
from Lent to Easter. Some churches put aside the alleluia at the conclusion of today’s liturgy. This word 
of joy will be omitted during the penitential season of Lent and will be sung again at Easter. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 

PRELUDE                  Alla Breve                     J.S. Bach 
        (BWV 589) 
 
WELCOME 
If you are joining us for the first time, welcome!  We’d love to meet you, 
or if there’s anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ 
Lutheran Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online 
(you can point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow 
Connection Card in the pew holders.   
 
Prayer requests can be posted to the live chat or use a yellow Prayer Request (on the 
backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher. 
 
If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for 
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is 
sufficient in one or both elements).    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833
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GATHERING HYMN   ELW #316  Oh Wondrous Image, Vision Fair 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Children:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Friend of Moses, 
strength of Elijah, 
you go with your people 
and give them your Spirit: 
may the Child of your heart 
transfigure the mortal world 
that love may know no bounds; 
through Jesus Christ, the beloved one. 
Amen. 
 

WORD    
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
The assembly is seated as children are invited  for a time together. 
 
READING: Exodus 24:12-18 
At Mount Sinai, Moses experienced the presence of God for forty days and forty nights. The “glory of the 
Lord” settled on the mountain, and on the seventh day God called out to Moses. On the mountain God 
gave Moses the stone tablets inscribed with the ten commandments. 

 
12 The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and wait there; I will give 
you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have written for 
their instruction.” 13 So Moses set out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up onto 
the mountain of God. 14 To the elders he had said, “Wait here for us, until we come back 
to you. Look, Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may go to them.” 
  15 Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. 16 The 
glory of the Lord settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the 
seventh day he called to Moses out of the cloud. 17 Now the appearance of the glory of 
the Lord was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the 
Israelites. 18 Moses entered the cloud and went up on the mountain. Moses was on the 
mountain for forty days and forty nights. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 2 
The congregation is invited to sing the psalm refrain when indicated (R). Verses will be 
chanted alternately by the leader and the people. 
 
 
Refrain 

 
 
Psalm Tone 

 
 
Why are the nations | in an uproar? 
 Why do the peoples mutter | empty threats? 
2Why do the kings of the earth rise up in revolt, and the princes | plot together, 
 against the LORD and against the | LORD's anointed? 
3"Let us break their | yoke," they say; 
 "let us cast off their | bonds from us." 
4God whose throne is in heav- | en is laughing; 
 the LORD holds them | in derision.   R 
5Then in wrath God | speaks to them, 
 and in rage fills | them with terror. 
6"As for me, I have anoint- | ed my king 
 upon Zion, my | holy mountain." 
7Let me announce the decree | of the LORD, 
 who said to me, "You are my son; this day have I be- | gotten you. 
8Ask of me, and I will give you the nations for | your inheritance 
 and the ends of the earth for | your possession.   R 
9You shall crush them with an | iron rod 
 and shatter them like a | piece of pottery." 
10And now, you | kings, be wise; 
 be warned, you rulers | of the earth. 
11Submit to the | LORD with fear, 
 and with trembling | bow in worship; 
12lest the LORD be angry, and you perish in a sudden | blaze of wrath. 
 Happy are all who take ref- | uge in God!   R 
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READING: 2 Peter 1:16-21 
At the transfiguration, God’s voice was heard, declaring Jesus to be the beloved Son. By the activity of the 
Holy Spirit, God’s voice continues to be heard through the word of scripture. 

 
16 We did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For he 
received honor and glory from God the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by 
the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am well 
pleased.” 18 We ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while we were with him on 
the holy mountain. 
  19 So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be 
attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning 
star rises in your hearts. 20 First of all you must understand this, that no prophecy of 
scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, 21 because no prophecy ever came by 
human will, but men and women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 
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GOSPEL: Matthew 17:1-9 
Shortly before he enters Jerusalem, where he will be crucified, Jesus is revealed to Peter, James, and John 
in a mountaintop experience of divine glory called the transfiguration. 

 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them 
up a high mountain, by themselves. 2 And he was transfigured before them, and his face 
shone like the sun, and his clothes became bright as light. 3 Suddenly there appeared to 
them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 4 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for 
us to be here; if you wish, I will set up three tents here, one for you, one for Moses, and 
one for Elijah.” 5 While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed 
them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well 
pleased; listen to him!” 6 When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were 
overcome by fear. 7 But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be 
afraid.” 8 And when they raised their eyes, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone. 
  9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one about the 
vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 9 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #315   How Good, Lord, to Be Here! 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
  

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 
 

PRAYERS 
Our prayers draw on the Ecumenical Prayer Cycle and the Church’s calendar of 
Commemorations.  Further information is found each week at the end of the bulletin. 
As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human 
community, and the well-being of the earth, our home. 
A brief silence. 
Revealing God, your Spirit sustains the church. Strengthen the faithful with the 
revelation of Christ transfigured, that we may joyfully follow him in the way of the 
cross. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Life-giving God, creation is full of your majesty. Nurture in us a deep respect for the 
interdependence of all life, and make us wise and vigilant stewards of your good earth. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Peacemaking God, the nations are in turmoil. We pray for an end to violent conflict. 
Give wisdom to negotiators and sanctuary to refugees. Defend any who are in danger. 
Sustain the lands, people, and churches of Austria, Liechtenstein, and Switzerland. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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Healing God, you desire wholeness for all people. Bring healing to any who are 
experiencing illness, chronic pain, or mental anguish. Comfort the dying and those who 
grieve. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Holy God, in our worship we glimpse your glory, hear your voice, and receive assurance 
of your love. Inspire all who prepare, lead, and participate in worship to serve you with 
reverence and joy.  Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Transforming God, you bring life from death. We give thanks for the witness of Martin 
Lutheran and all who have died in faith; we praise you for the hope we have in Christ, 
our Morning Star. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for 
whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the live chat, and 
for those in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of 
peace with one another: Peace be with you! 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 

OFFERING 
This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world through 
the participation and support of its members and guests.  Because offerings 
are never just about us, this month we are sharing a portion of your gifts  
Hilltop House hilltophouse.org and Refugee Family Support Fund. 
  If you wish to give electronically, use the QR code, browse to our secure    
on-line portal at clcvalpo.org/give or use our CLC app (download at 
clcvalpo.org/app). 
 
OFFERTORY (8:00 am):    Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices    Manz  
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.hilltophouse.org/
https://clcvalpo.org/give
https://subsplash.com/christlutheranchurch-val/app
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OFFERTORY ANTHEM (10:30 am):   
 
   Climb to the Top of the Highest Mountain                    Jennings 
 

Climb to the top of the highest mountain, joyous tidings proclaim to the world, lift up 
your voice, shout the good news: Behold your Lord comes to you. He will feed his flock 
like a shepherd, He will carry the lambs in his arms, he will ever keep them safe from 
harm. Behold, your Lord comes to you. He who made the stars in the heaven, He who 
fashioned the earth and the sea, from time eternal He was God, the Alpha and Omega, 
He. Behold, your Lord! He will come in power and glory, he will rule with mercy and 
truth, hope of the nations, light of the world. He will love the little children, he will hold 
them in his arms. Love him and trust him as a child, behold, your Lord comes to you. 
Trust him as a child. 
            
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward. 
 

God of majesty, 
no eye has seen, no ear has heard 
what you have prepared for those who love you, 
yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. 
Use what we have gathered 
to feed us with the reign of God come near, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING  
The pastor continues the prayer then all join in singing: 
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SANCTUS                    
(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus  
at the words "Blessed is he.") 
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TABLE PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER                                    
Children:  The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 
Come to the table; taste and see. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
The assembly is seated. The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune: 
 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen (receive the bread) 
 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen (receive the cup) 
 
In-person distribution:  When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to 
approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being 
dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored and Grape Juice is dark; wine is received either by 
Common Cup or from individual cups in the trays. Used glasses are placed in the 
basket located near the ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to the 
server that you require this. 
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LAMB OF GOD   
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COMMUNION HYMNS ELW #661  I Love to Tell the Story 
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ELW #838  Beautiful Savior 
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After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues. 
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
Radiant God, 
we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. 
In the sacrament of his body and blood 
you have drawn us to your heart. 
Send us from this table with delight, 
that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, 
and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
INVITATIONS 
The assembly is seated as brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s 
participation in God’s mission in the world. 
 
BLESSING 
May the triune God, 
who has put a new song in your mouth 
and tuned your heart for praise 

☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN  ELW #318  Alleluia, Songs of Gladness  

 
Children join the pastors to send us in mission. 
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DISMISSAL  
Children: Go in peace. Do justice. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE    Sortie sur le Hymne                    Guilmant 
         ‘Quid Nunc in Tenebris Tristis Aberras’ 
         
 
               

As worship concludes we move to the Gathering Place, where we are invited to greet one 
another and share in fellowship. 
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Worship Leaders 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  

Acolyte  Noah DeJesus 

   

Lector Gail Mannington  Doug Schmidt 

   

Prayer Assistant Linda Mapes Phil Hahn 

   

Communion Assistants Barbara Clements 
Linda Mapes 

Phil Hahn 
Jeri Simms 

   

Ushers Vickie Copeland 
Gregg Copeland 

Doc Knauff 

   

Sound/Light  Tony Reinhold 

   

Video/Livestream   

   

Pastors Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr 
Rev. Erica Gibson-Even 

 

   

Director of Music Ministries Brian Bartusch  

   

Cantor Lisa Jennings  

   

Worship Participants Sanctuary Choir  

   

Communion Baker Marilyn McGawn  
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Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
 
This week we pray for the churches and people of Austria, Liechtenstein, Switzerland 
 
We give thanks for: 

• the quality of life that many in these countries enjoy and their commitment to 
 provide for those in the world who are in need 

• the organizations located here that seek to increase ecumenical and interfaith 
 understanding and work together for the common good of all people and creation 

• political and economic transparency in these countries 

• those who reach out to migrants and counter attitudes and practices that oppose 
 them. 

 
We pray for: 

• environmental practices that preserve the natural environment, especially the Alps’ 
 melting glaciers 

• the work for justice, reconciliation and peace pursued by the people and 
 organizations here, seeking to shape globalization so that it benefits all 

• religious freedom, also for those from non-Christian traditions 

• overcoming the fear of, and welcoming the embrace of, those who are outsiders to 
 the  countries’ historic, ethnic traditions. 
 
 

COMMEMORATIONS 
Week of February 15, 2026 

 
February 18 
Martin Luther, renewer of the church, died 1546 
Though he began his adult church life as a simple Augustinian monk, Luther challenged 
the abuses he saw in the church, and his work eventually led to the Protestant 
Reformation. Luther’s accomplishments included liturgical reform, translation of the 
Bible, and creation of the Small and Large Catechisms. 
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What Goes Up 

 
The law of gravity dictates that whatever goes up must come down. Even with its 
dazzling mountaintop revelation, the transfiguration story quickly reminds us that if 
Jesus is Emmanuel, God with us, then not even God’s beloved can escape death’s 
inevitable pull. Jesus leads Peter, James, and John up the mountain, but very soon they 
will be on their way down again. Suddenly, Jesus is gloriously transformed before the 
three disciples; then, just as suddenly, Jesus speaks of his impending death. 
 
The transfiguration is a story of both fulfillment and foretaste. The appearance of Moses 
and Elijah reminds us of Jesus’ promise to fulfill the Law and the Prophets, during his 
sermon on another mountain (Matthew 5:17). The startling turn toward talk of his 
suffering and death gives us a foretaste of the “mountain” at Golgotha he has yet to 
climb. 
 
For the church, coming down the Mount of Transfiguration leads directly into the 
season of Lent and a journey that draws out more fully for us the implications of 
baptism. For Jesus, his baptism by John at the Jordan was just the start of a journey to 
be fulfilled in all the ups and downs to come. This is how transformation tends to 
happen—not when we insist on playing it safe, but when we dare to enter more fully 
into life as it is. So, too, our baptism can be fulfilled only in the light of our mortality. 
God’s voice on the mountaintop calls us not simply to behold God’s beloved Son but 
also to follow where Jesus leads. 
 
All this, however, is not meant to bring us down. Jesus’ transfiguration offers a glimpse 
of an even bigger picture that includes both gravity and grace. It foreshadows what is to 
come: death—and resurrection. This promise of new life is a bright cloud that leads the 
church now, as it did the ancient Israelites, through the wilderness ahead. 
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