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We welcome you to Christ Lutheran Church! We are a community of people  

sharing God’s love through Christ and growing together in faith. 
 

We celebrate all the ways we are made in the image of God, seeking to see God in everyone. We 
honor and respect each person’s age, ethnicity, family composition, gender identity, gender 
expression, life history, mental well-being, physical ability, relationship status, sexual orientation, 
skin color, and socioeconomic standing. Together, we strive to love and serve our neighbor and all 
creation, including working toward racial and social justice. We would love to walk with you on this 
creative adventure* of faith, grace, and love.  
* The first sermon ever preached at Christ Lutheran was titled “A Call to Creative Adventure.”  
 

ABOUT WORSHP 
We gather to worship weekly to hear and remember our shared hope: the life, death, and resurrection of 
Christ makes all things new, even us. 
 

You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin, with hymns found in the red 
hymnals (“ELW”) in the seats in front of you. 
 

If you have a prayer request, note it on a yellow card from the seatback holder and pass it to an usher; the 
other side is for any information you would like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain 
seated as necessary during the service. 
  
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH! 
God’s people come in all shapes and sizes – it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are 
present!  Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a 
growing faith in a child’s life.  There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free 
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the 
back of the sanctuary as needed.  Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your 
children in worship is  multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!  
 

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP 
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The 
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110. 
 

RESTROOMS 
Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the 
all-gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East 
hallway, past the Welcome Center. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation.  The body 
and blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness 
because of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste 
of the fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the 
world.  All baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news.  If you have concerns, please speak to 
a church staff member. 

  

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the 
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance. 

 

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 
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God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is also like the sower who 
scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds sown in the earth. Even from what appears to be 
little, dormant, or dead, God promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are fed with the bread of life, that 
we may bear fruit in the world. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 
PRELUDE                  Fugue in G          J.S. Bach 
    
WELCOME  
If you are joining us for the first time, welcome!  We’d love to meet you, or 
if there’s anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ 
Lutheran Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online 
(you can point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow 
Connection Card in the pew holders.   
 
Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer Request (on the 
backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher. 
 
If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for 
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is 
sufficient in one or both elements).    
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin to God. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
 
 

 

 

https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833
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Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
 
Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Children:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
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SONG OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

Divine sower, 
scattering seed, 
never hoarding, 
wasting life—or so the world thinks: 
give us the depth to receive 
the gift so freely given 
and the maturity to revel 
in love’s abundant, reckless growth; 
through Jesus Christ, the grain of life. 
Amen. 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 

 

 WORD    
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
Children are invited for a time together. 
 

READING: Genesis 25:19-34 
Although Jacob was younger than his twin, Esau, he eventually takes the birthright away from his 
brother. Jacob is portrayed in the Bible as deceptive, gripping his brother when he came out of the womb 
and driving a hard bargain by buying the birthright for a bowl of lentils. 

 
19 These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham was the father of Isaac, 
20 and Isaac was forty years old when he married Rebekah, daughter of Bethuel the 
Aramean of Paddan-aram, sister of Laban the Aramean. 21 Isaac prayed to the Lord for 
his wife because she was barren, and the Lord granted his prayer, and his wife Rebekah 
conceived. 22 The children struggled together within her, and she said, “If it is to be this 
way, why do I live?” So she went to inquire of the Lord. 23 And the Lord said to her,  
 “Two nations are in your womb, 
  and two peoples born of you shall be divided; 
 the one shall be stronger than the other; 
  the elder shall serve the younger.” 
24 When her time to give birth was at hand, there were twins in her womb. 25 The first 
came out red, all his body like a hairy mantle, so they named him Esau. 26 Afterward his 
brother came out, with his hand gripping Esau’s heel, so he was named Jacob. Isaac was 
sixty years old when she bore them. 
  27 When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob 
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was a quiet man, living in tents. 28 Isaac loved Esau because he was fond of game, but 
Rebekah loved Jacob. 
  29 Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was 
famished. 30 Esau said to Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red stuff, for I am 
famished!” (Therefore he was called Edom.) 31 Jacob said, “First sell me your 
birthright.” 32 Esau said, “I am about to die; of what use is a birthright to me?” 33 Jacob 
said, “Swear to me first.” So he swore to him and sold his birthright to Jacob. 34 Then 
Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he ate and drank and rose and went his way. 
Thus Esau despised his birthright. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 119:105-112 
105 Your word is a lamp to my feet 
and a light upon my path. 
106 I have sworn and am determined 
to keep your righteous judgments. 
107 I am deeply troubled; 
preserve my life, O Lord, according to your word. 
108 Accept, O Lord, the willing tribute of my lips, 
and teach me your judgments.  
109 My life is always in danger, 
yet I do not forget your teaching. 
110 The wicked have set a trap for me, 
but I have not strayed from your commandments. 
111 Your decrees are my inheritance forever; 
truly, they are the joy of my heart. 
112 I have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes 
forever and to the end.  
 
READING: Romans 8:1-11 
There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the law was 
unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now empowers proper 
actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 

 
1 Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the 
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 
3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his 
own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the 
flesh, 4 so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not 
according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5 For those who live according to the 
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flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit 
set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6 To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to 
set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For this reason the mind that is set on the 
flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, 8 and those 
who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
  9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in 
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if 
Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he 
who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through 
his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 
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GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming the good 
news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus explains why this good 
news produces different results in those who hear. 

 
The holy gospel according to Matthew.  
Glory to you O Lord. 
 
1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 Such great crowds 
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood 
on the beach. 3 And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went 
out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate 
them up. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and 
they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6 But when the sun rose, they 
were scorched, and since they had no root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among 
thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and 
brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9 If you have ears, 
hear!” 
 
  18 “Hear, then, the parable of the sower. 19 When anyone hears the word of the 
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown 
in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20 As for what was sown on rocky 
ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21 yet 
such a person has no root but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution 
arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22 As for what was 
sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of this age and the 
lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23 But as for what was sown on 
good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit 
and yields in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW #734  God, Whose Farm is All Creation 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.                 
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APOSTLES’ CREED   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
  
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 
  

PRAYERS  
Our prayers draw on the Ecumencial Prayer Cycle and the Church’s calendar of 
Commemorations—further information is found each week at the end of the bulletin. 
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the 
world, and all of creation. 
A brief silence. 
God our gardener, you scatter grace like seed across the world. Continue to cultivate the 
garden of your church with your abundant Spirit. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
God our joy, your bountiful creation reflects your commitment to life despite our actions 
disregarding its wonder. We look toward Isaiah’s vision, when all creation rejoices, and 
the trees will clap for joy at your salvation. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
God our life, you give us the same Spirit by which you raised Christ from the dead. Set 
our minds on that Spirit whenever fear or condemnation overwhelm throughout the 
world. Give your peace and reconciliation in Eritrea and Ethiopia; equip churches as 
signs of your love and mercy.  God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
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God our host and table, we pray for children who hunger and rely on school meals, for 
all who toil under the hot sun without refreshment, for the chronically ill who have 
exhausted their resources, and for our neighbors who continue to recover from tornadoes 
and sever weather. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
God our source, tend this assembly with your grace throughout this summer season. May 
those who travel for work or recreation do so safely, and may visitors find refreshment 
among us. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
We give you thanks that the roots of your goodness run deep throughout history. We 
remember those saints who have gone before us in faith, especially Nathan Söderblom 
and Bartolomé de Las Casas. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares 
upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for 
those in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of 
peace with one another: Peace be with you! 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 
OFFERING 
This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world 
through the offerings of its members and guests.  Because offerings are 
never just about us, this month we are sharing a portion of your gifts with 
Food Bank of Northwest Indiana foodbanknwi.org  and Project 
Neighbors projectneighbors.org or facebook.com/ProjectNeighbors.  

  If you wish to give electronically, use the QR code or browse to our secure on-line 
portal at clcvalpo.org/give. 
 
OFFERTORY    Allegro di molto                 C.P.E.Bach 
             (from Ten Pieces for an Organ Clock) 
 

http://www.foodbanknwi.org/
https://projectneighbors.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ProjectNeighbors
https://clcvalpo.org/give
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The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Loving God, 
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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The pastor begins the prayer and all join in singing: 

 
SANCTUS 

(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus at the 
words "Blessed is he.") 

 

 
 
TABLE PRAYER 
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LORD’S PRAYER                                    
Children:  The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Heaven has come near. 
Come, share in the feast! 
Thanks be to God! 
 
The assembly is seated. 
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DISTRIBUTION 
 

The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune: 
 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen (receive the bread) 
 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen (receive the cup) 
 
In-person distribution:  When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp 
to approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being 
dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored and Grape Juice is dark; they are received via 
individual cups in the trays. Used glasses are placed in the basket located near the 
ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to the server that you 
require this. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION HYMNS 
 
ACS #966  Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken 
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ELW #679 For the Fruit of All Creation 
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ACS #967 This is Christ’s Body 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues. 
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Compassionate God, 
through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we,  
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
INVITATIONS 
The assembly is seated as brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s 
participation in God’s mission in the world. 
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BLESSING 
God, who creates, redeems and sustains, 
bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN ELW #547 Sent Forth by God’s Blessing 
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Children join the pastors to send us in mission. 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
Children:  Go in peace, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE            Trumpet Tune in D           Johnson 
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Ushers Kathy Sutherland 
Don MacMillan 

  

Sound/Light Tony Reinhold 

  

Video/Livestream Joey Rodeck 

  

Pastors Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr. 
Rev. Erica Gibson-Even 

  

Director of Music Ministries Brian Bartusch 

  

Communion Baker Angela Wehner 
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COMMEMORATIONS 

Week of July 12, 2026 
 
July 12 
Nathan Söderblom, Bishop of Uppsala, died 1931 
A winner of the Nobel Prize for peace for his efforts to unite peoples after the First 
World War, Söderblom also called attention to the revival of early church worship 
principles, and helped to lay the groundwork for the World Council of Churches. 
 
July 17 
Bartolomé de Las Casas, missionary to the Indies, died 1566 
A native of Spain, Las Casas first came to the Western hemisphere while serving in the 
military. Upon arriving in the West, Las Casas was granted a large estate with 
Indigenous enslaved people whom he freed after he was ordained a priest. He worked in 
the Caribbean and Central America to improve the lives of the native peoples. 
 

 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
This week we pray for the churches and people of Eritrea, Ethiopia. 
 
We are thankful for: 
• the long centuries of Christian history in Ethiopia and Eritrea 
• the current witness and work of Orthodox, Catholic and Evangelical churches amid 

difficult circumstances 
• those who have provided humanitarian aid, especially during times of drought and 

hunger 
• those who have worked for peaceful relations between Eritrea and Ethiopia. 

 
We pray for: 
• victims of human rights abuses 
• greater understanding and respect among the many ethnic groups 
• lasting peace and reconciliation between Ethiopia and Eritrea 
• the emergence of more democratic governance that respects human rights and 

furthers justice for all ethnic groups and minorities. 
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The Generous Gardener 
 
In this parable, Jesus tells the disciples a story of a gardener. While many people 
carefully plan where to plant seeds (with some modern farmers using technology to map 
out, down to the millimeter, where each seed will grow best), the gardener in Jesus’ 
story scatters seed generously, almost carelessly. 
 
As the disciples, familiar with farming and fishing, would have known deep within 
themselves, things don’t come easy in this life. Faith is the same. Like seeds that take 
their time, when the conditions are right to grow and bear fruit, faith isn’t always a 
steady path. There are seasons of cold isolation—times when prayer and devotions don’t 
warm the heart as they once did. There are seasons of scorching busyness—times when 
endless distractions overwork the head enough to overheat. Faith might look different at 
these times, but no matter the season, faith is never gone. 
 
Ultimately, faith isn’t measured down to the millimeter. Instead, this haphazardly 
generous gardener extends faith into the impossible places. And when rocks, sun, or 
thorns from this world and within choke this faith that God has given us, the impossible 
becomes possible. In every season, God comes again and again to sprinkle more and 
more seed and to reach out to us before we can even try to grow on our own. And with 
time and divine Presence, that seed of faith starts to sprout. 
 
Because of this never-ending abundance, every season is an opportunity to engage with 
God the generous gardener, whose nearness is always available and who gives the gift 
of faith, no matter the conditions. Today, let the summer breeze remind you of how 
close God’s Spirit is, always nurturing and providing the abundance that is the essence 
of faith. 
 


