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We Welcome You to Christ Lutheran Church! We are a community of people  
sharing God’s love through Christ and growing together in faith. 

 

We celebrate all the ways we are made in the image of God, seeking to see God in everyone. We honor 
and respect each person’s age, ethnicity, family composition, gender identity, gender expression, life 
history, mental well-being, physical ability, relationship status, sexual orientation, skin color, and 
socioeconomic standing. Together, we strive to love and serve our neighbor and all creation, including 
working toward racial and social justice. We would love to walk with you on this creative adventure* 
of faith, grace, and love.  

* The first sermon ever preached at Christ Lutheran was titled “A Call to Creative Adventure.”  
 

ABOUT WORSHP 
We gather to worship weekly to hear and remember our shared hope: the life, death, and resurrection of 
Christ makes all things new, even us. 
 

You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin, with hymns found in the red 
hymnals (“ELW”) in the seats in front on you. 
 

If you have a prayer request, note it on a yellow card from the seatback holder and pass it to an usher; the 
other side is for any information you would like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain 
seated as necessary during the service. 
  
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH! 
God’s people come in all shapes and sizes – it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are 
present!  Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a 
growing faith in a child’s life.  There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free 
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the back 
of the sanctuary as needed.  Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in 
worship is  multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!  
 

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP 
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The 
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110. 
 
RESTROOMS 
Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the all
-gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East hallway, 
past the Welcome Center. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation.  The body and 
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because 
of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the 
fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the 
world.  All baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news.  If you have concerns, please speak to 
a church staff member. 

 

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the 
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance. 

 

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 
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In Deuteronomy God promises to raise up a prophet like Moses, who will speak for God; in Psalm 111 God 
shows the people the power of God’s works. For the church these are ways of pointing to the unique authority 
people sensed in Jesus’ actions and words. We encounter that authority in God’s word, around which we 
gather, the word that prevails over any lesser spirit that would claim power over us, freeing us to follow Jesus. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 

PRELUDE   Ach wie Nichtig, Ach wie Flüchtig          Böhm 
                    
WELCOME  
If you are joining us for the first time, welcome!  We’d love to meet you, or if 
there’s anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ Lutheran 
Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online (you can point 
your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow Connection Card in 
the pew holders.   
 

Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer Request (on the 
backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher. 
 

If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for Communion: light 
a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or 
grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is sufficient in one or both elements).    
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
creator of darkness and light, 
word of truth, 
wind sweeping over the waters. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God, our rock and refuge, 
we pour out our hearts before you. 
We have known you but have not always loved you. 
We have wounded one another 
and sinned against you. 
We have not always recognized the Holy Spirit 
dwelling in each of us. 
Remember your covenant. 
Renew your creation. 
Restore us, 
that we might proclaim your good news to all. 
Amen. 
 

https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833
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The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. 
God has spoken: 
The time of grace is now. 
In Jesus, the reign of God has come near. 

By the authority of ☩ Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. 
You are God’s beloved. 
Amen. 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Children:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

God of liberation, 
confronting the powers 
that exclude the unclean 
and bind us to death: 
may we receive 
your word of authority, 
your rule of peace, 
your earthly holiness, 
which comes 
not to destroy 
but to set us free: 
through Jesus Christ, the holy one of God. 
Amen. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.  

 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
The assembly is seated as children are invited for a time together. 
 
READING: Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
Today’s reading is part of a longer discourse in Deuteronomy, an updating of the law for the Israelite 
community as the people wait to enter the promised land. Here Moses assures the people that God will 
continue to guide them through prophets who will proclaim the divine word. 

 
[Moses said:] 15The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among 
your own people; you shall heed such a prophet. 16This is what you requested of the Lord 
your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: “If I hear the voice of the 
Lord my God any more, or ever again see this great fire, I will die.” 17Then the Lord 
replied to me: “They are right in what they have said. 18I will raise up for them a prophet 
like you from among their own people; I will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, 
who shall speak to them everything that I command. 19Anyone who does not heed the 
words that the prophet shall speak in my name, I myself will hold accountable. 20But any 
prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a 
word that I have not commanded the prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.” 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 111 
The congregation is invited to sing the psalm refrain when indicated (R). Verses will be 
chanted alternately by the leader and the people. 
 
Refrain 

 
 
Psalm Tone 

 
 
1Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the LORD with | my whole heart, 
 in the assembly of the upright, in the | congregation. 
2Great are your | works, O LORD, 
 pondered by all who de- | light in them. 
3Majesty and splendor | mark your deeds, 
 and your righteousness en- | dures forever. 
4You cause your wonders to | be remembered; 
 you are gracious and full | of compassion.   R 
5You give food to | those who fear you, 
 remembering forev- | er your covenant. 
6You have shown your people the power | of your works 
 in giving them the lands | of the nations. 
7The works of your hands are faithful- | ness and justice; 
 all of your pre- | cepts are sure. 
8They stand fast forev- | er and ever, 
 because they are done in | truth and equity.   R 
9You sent redemption to your people 
and commanded your cove- | nant forever; 
 holy and awesome | is your name. 
10The fear of the LORD is the begin- | ning of wisdom; 
 all who practice this have a good understanding. 
   God's praise en- | dures forever.   R 
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READING: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
Paul is concerned about the way some Corinthian Christians use their freedom in Christ as license to 
engage in non-Christian behavior that sets a damaging example to other, impressionable believers. 
Christians have a responsibility to each other that their behavior does not cause another to sin. 

 
1Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” 
Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 2Anyone who claims to know something does 
not yet have the necessary knowledge; 3but anyone who loves God is known by him. 
 4Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world 
really exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” 5Indeed, even though there may be so-
called gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords—6yet 
for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and 
one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist. 
 7It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so 
accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an 
idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8“Food will not bring us close to God.” 
We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. 9But take care that this 
liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. 10For if others 
see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, since 
their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to idols? 
11So by your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. 12But 
when you thus sin against members of your family, and wound their conscience when it 
is weak, you sin against Christ. 13Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, I will never 
eat meat, so that I may not cause one of them to fall. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.  
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HOLY GOSPEL:  Mark 1:21-28 
Forces that would bring death and disease have taken hold of a man, yet they recognize Jesus and know 
what his power means for them. Jesus commands these forces to leave and people are amazed at his 
authority. 

 
The Holy Gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
21[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered 
the synagogue and taught.22They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as 
one having authority, and not as the scribes. 23Just then there was in their synagogue a 
man with an unclean spirit, 24and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of 
Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” 
25But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26And the unclean 
spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. 27They were all 
amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is this? A new teaching—with 
authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28At once his 
fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON   
The assembly is seated.  Time for reflection follows the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW #310  Songs of Thankfulness & Praise 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.  
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
  

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 

 
PRAYERS 
As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on the 
church, the world, and all of creation. 
A brief silence. 
Loving God, we pray that your example of teaching with confidence and authority 
builds up your church in love. May all church leaders and teachers honor your 
instruction and model your inclusive ways. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
Renewing God, we pray for all of creation, that waterways flow clean and clear, natural 
spaces are protected, and our planet is healed. Let us commit to thoughtful care of the 
earth. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
Justice-seeking God, we pray for those in government and community leadership, that 
they lead with honor and mindfulness. May they remember their covenants and be 
upright in their ways. Tend to the peoples and lands of Algeria, Libya, Morocco, 
Western Sahara, and Tunisia; bring an end to political violence and nurture peace and 
mutual understanding. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
Compassionate God, we pray for all in need, especially those who have known 
rejection, any who struggle with long-term illness or chronic pain, those without access 
to safe housing or health care, and any who suffer. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
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Still-speaking God, we pray for our congregation, for its artists and musicians, for its 
educators and caregivers, that all gifts are used to care for those in need and to live out your 
example of accompaniment, gospel witness, and love. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Eternal God, we remember with Thomas Aquinas and Ansgar all who have been teachers, 
mentors, and witnesses in the church and in our lives. We trust that all who have died rest in 
your loving care. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent prayers of 
our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for those in 
person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of peace with one 
another: Peace be with you! 

 
MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
 

OFFERING 
This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world through the 
participation and support of its members and guests.  Because offerings are 
never just about us, this month we are sharing a portion of your gifts with        
1) First Contact Porter County facebook.com/firstcontactportercounty and       
2) the Christ Lutheran Mike Steiner Benevolence Fund.  
  If you wish to give electronically, use the QR code or browse to our secure    
on-line portal at clcvalpo.org/give or use our CLC app (download at clcvalpo.org/app). 
  
OFFERTORY ANTHEM (8:00 am):   All Earth Rejoice With a Gladsome Voice   
              Vivaldi/Hopson 
 
All the earth rejoice with a gladsome voice, now sing we Alleluia, praise the Lord. Rejoice, 
rejoice and sing. Sing Alleluia, Sing, O praise the Lord! Sound the trumpet, sound the harp, 
praise the Lord. 
 
OFFERTORY  (10:30 am):       Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices           Manz  
 

https://facebook.com/firstcontactportercounty
https://clcvalpo.org/give
https://subsplash.com/christlutheranchurch-val/app
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OFFERTORY PRAYER       
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward. 
 

Blessed are you, Holy One, 
for all good things come from you. 
In bread and cup you open heaven to us. 
Meet us at this table, 
that we receive what we seek 
and follow your Son, Jesus, 
in whose name we pray. 
Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
SANCTUS  

(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus  
at the words "Blessed is he.") 
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TABLE PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER                      
Children:  The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one. 
Come and see. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
The assembly is seated. 
 

The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune: 
 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen (receive the bread) 
 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen (receive the cup) 
 
In-person distribution:  When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp 
to approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being 
dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored and Grape Juice is dark; they are received via 
individual cups in the trays. Used glasses are placed in the basket located near the 
ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to the server that you 
require this. 
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LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION HYMNS: ELW #612 Healer of Our Every Ill  
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ELW #507 O God of Light 
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When all have returned to their places, the assembly stands. 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Giver of every gift, 
Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body. 
Raise us to life by your power 
for the benefit of all and to your glory, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
INVITATIONS 
Brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in 
God’s mission in the world. 
 
BLESSING 
God who names you, 
Christ who claims you, 
and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you, 

☩ bless you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN  ELW #886 Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children join the pastors to send us in mission 
 

DISMISSAL  
Children:  Go in peace. Share God’s love. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE   Fugue in D Major           Rheinberger 
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Worship Leaders 
 
 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.   
Acolyte Shawn Longacre  Danelle Rivera 
     

Lector     Tammy Hofer   Phil Hahn  
    

Prayer Assistant   Jorunn Scheiderich  Diana Iltzsche 
     

Communion Assistants  Phyllis Schroeder  Phil Hahn 
     Linda Mapes   Diana Iltzsche 
  

Ushers     Luke Venstrom  Diana Iltzsche 
     Irene Adams    
         

Sound/Light    Jeff Wehner   Jeff Peiffer 
       

Video/Livestream         - - - - - - -    Adam Gibson-Even 
 

Pastors     Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr. 
     Rev. Erica Gibson-Even 
 
Director of Music Ministries  Brian Bartusch 
 
Worship Participants:   Sanctuary Choir  
     Kathy Stefans, cantor 
   
Communion Baker   The Bull Family 
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COMMEMORATIONS 
Week of January 28, 2024 

 
January 28 
Thomas Aquinas, teacher, died 1274 
One of the most brilliant and creative theologians in the church’s history, Aquinas 
worked to bring together scripture and the philosophy of Aristotle. A member of the 
Order of Preachers (Dominicans), Aquinas was also a hymnwriter. 
 
February 2 
Presentation of Our Lord 
Forty days after the birth of Jesus we mark the day Mary and Joseph presented him in 
the temple in accordance with Jewish law. There they were greeted by Simeon, an aged 
priest who offered the song “Lord, now you let your servant depart in peace,” as well as 
by the prophet Anna, who spoke of the redemption of Israel. 
 
February 3 
Ansgar, Bishop of Hamburg, missionary to Denmark and Sweden, died 865 
A monk who helped bring Christianity to Scandinavia, Ansgar returned to Germany 
where he was named bishop of Hamburg. He is remembered for his love for the poor 
people. 
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Stewardship Snippet 
 

“But take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to 
the weak.”– 1 Corinthians 8:9 
 
Christians enjoy great freedom, but we are also responsible to and for one another. Just 
as new runners start out gently, so new Christ followers may need our careful and 
loving guidance as we all train in the faith.  

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
 
This week we pray for the churches and people of Algeria, Libya, Morocco, Western 
Sahara, Tunisia. 
 
We are thankful for: 

• How the early Christian church developed here. 

• The biodiversity of plants, animals and the natural terrain. 

• How Berber, Arab and European cultures have blended. 

• How these countries have remained and stood against the invasion of cultural and   
 military forces from elsewhere 
 
We pray for: 

• all the people of these countries: Muslims, the tiny remnant of Christians, those of 
 other faiths who continuing bearing witness to their faiths and for all people of good 
 will. 

• an end to political violence. 

• an end to how dominating powers have fought over these lands and their resources 
 through the years. 
• for those suffering exploitation and mistreatment as they travel through these        
 countries 
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Teaching in Words and Actions 
 
Jesus’ teaching in the synagogue surprises, shakes, and even shocks the people of 
Capernaum who have gathered for the weekly celebration of the sabbath. His 
proclamation is different from what they are accustomed to hearing. Mark doesn’t tell us 
what Jesus taught this particular day, but all the gospel writers describe his message as 
consistently one of compassion, peace, hope, and love. Clearly, listeners heard 
something they found surprising in Jesus’ words. 
 
In addition, Jesus’ teaching goes beyond words; he lives out his message in transforming 
and liberating actions, as we see in his healing of the man with an unclean spirit. The 
people sense an authority in Jesus only found in one whose words and deeds match—
one who moves beyond theory to practice. It’s like learning from a physician who 
regularly practices medicine, a theologian who pastors a parish, a coach who plays the 
sport personally. In the synagogue, when Jesus unexpectedly practices what he has been 
preaching, it’s so new to his audience that they find it frightening and life-giving all at 
once. 
 
At first, the healing miracle Jesus performs in today’s reading may seem distant from the 
preoccupations of our contemporary society. This kind of exorcism may be uncommon 
for us in mainline Christian churches, but we know well that various troubles have a grip 
on our existence and our being. On the one hand, we experience our own “unclean 
spirits” such as despair, jealousy, hatred, or guilt. On the other hand, we regularly 
encounter the “unclean spirits” of our society: intolerance, selfishness, indifference, 
materialism, or contempt. But even in the moments when we are divided, disoriented, 
and destabilized, Jesus speaks surprising, wondrous words that challenge and heal us, so 
we can be restored to the life God intends us to enjoy and share with others. 
 

 


