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WELCOME TO CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH!

YOU ARE WELCOME HERE!
At Christ Lutheran people of all backgrounds and experiences gather to worship because we all share a
common hope: the life, death, and resurrection of Christ makes all things new, even us.

You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin. If you have a prayer request, the
yellow cards in the seatback holders have a place for them; the other side is for any information you would
like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated as necessary during the service.

CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH!

God’s people come in all shapes and sizes — it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are
present! Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a
growing faith in a child’s life. There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the back
of the sanctuary as needed. Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in
worship is multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110.

HOLY COMMUNION

Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation. The body and
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because
of his death and resurrection. Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the
fullness of God's coming kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world. All
baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table.

In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to approach the altar

require this.

COVID Procedure Update

Masks are encouraged but optional during worship. Naturally if you prefer to stay masked throughout
the service, you are of course welcome to do so. Masks are not required for singing but suggested.

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news. If you have concerns, please speak to
a church staff member.

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entranceto the
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance.

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services.




Today’s gospel opens with further reflection on Jesus’ baptism. He is the Lamb of God who takes away
the sin of the world and the one anointed by the Spirit. In the liturgy we come and see Christ revealed
among us in word and meal. We go forth to invite others to come and worship the Holy One and to
receive the gifts of grace and peace made known among us.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

PRELUDE The Emperor’s Fanfare Soler

WELCOME

If you are joining us for the first time, welcome! We’d love to meet you, .
or if there’s anything you'd like to know about the ministry of Christ EF" )
Lutheran Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online 'r Ty T
(vou can point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow 'z"ig.

Connection Card in the pew holders.

Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer
Request (backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher.

If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is
sufficient in one or both elements).

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,
who makes all things new,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy One, source of our renewal,

we confess that we are wrapped up in sin,
and cannot free ourselves.

We have not practiced your righteousness.
Our hearts have turned away from you.
For the sake of the world you so love,
forgive us,

that we may be reconciled to one another
for the glory of your holy name.

Amen.


https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833

Thus says our God:

“The former things have come to pass
and new things [ now declare.”
God’s mercy makes us new.

We are forgiven in the name of *+ Christ our Savior.

Amen.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Children: This is the day that the Lord has made.

Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Assisting minister
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.
You, who teach us a new song,

and train our feet to follow:

meet us in our searching

and turn our eyes and hearts

to the one who gives his life for the world;
through Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God.
Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.
When children read, they may read a version that is appropriate to their reading level
and voice, which may vary from the printed texts.

CHILDREN’S TIME

The assembly is seated as the children are invited forward for a time together.

READING: Isaiah 49:1-7

Here the servant, identified as Israel, speaks for herself and describes her honored mission. Called before
her birth like Jeremiah and John the Baptist, the servant is not only to restore Israel. The servant’s
ultimate assignment is to bring news of God’s victory to the ends of the earth. God in faithfulness has
chosen Israel for this task.

'Listen to me, O coastlands,
pay attention, you peoples from far away!
The Lorp called me before I was born,
while I was in my mother’s womb he named me.



“He made my mouth like a sharp sword,
in the shadow of his hand he hid me;
he made me a polished arrow,
_ in his quiver he hid me away.
“And he said to me, “You are my servant,
Israel, in whom I will be glorified.”
‘But I said, “I have labored in vain,
I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity;
yet surely my cause is with the LORD,
~ and my reward with my God.”
°And now the LORD says,
who formed me in the womb to be his servant,
to bring Jacob back to him,
and that Israel might be gathered to him,
for I am honored in the sight of the LorD,
and my God has become my strength—
“he says,
“It is too light a thing that you should be my servant
to raise up the tribes of Jacob
and to restore the survivors of Israel;
I will give you as a light to the nations,
that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”

'Thus says the LORD,
the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One,
to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations,
the slave of rulers,
“Kings shall see and stand up,
princes, and they shall prostrate themselves,
because of the LOrD, who is faithful,
the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 40:1-11
The congregation is invited to sing the psalm refrain when indicated (R). Verses will be
chanted alternately by the leader and the people.

Refrain
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I love to do your will, O my God, O my God.

Psalm Tone

0

G

v L @ o [7) o P & =

I waited patiently up- ' on the LORD,
who stooped to me and | heard my cry.
*The LORD lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of the | miry clay,
and set my feet upon a high cliff, making my | footing sure.
3The LORD put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise  to our God;
many shall see, and stand in awe, and put their trust  in the LORD.
*Happy are they who trust ' in the LORD!
They do not turn to enemies or to those who ! follow lies. R
>Great are the wonders you have done, O LORD my God!
In your plans for us, none can be com- ' pared with you!
Oh, that I could make them known and tell them! But they are
more than ' T can count.
SSacrifice and offering you do ! not desire;
you have opened my ears: burnt-offering and sin-offering
you have  not required. R
’And so I said, "Here I ' am; I come.
In the scroll of the book it is writ- ' ten of me:
1 love to do your will, ' O my God;
your law is | deep within me.""
°I proclaimed righteousness in the | great assembly;
I have not restrained my lips, O | LORD, you know.
'T have not hidden your righteousness in my heart;
I have spoken of your faithfulness and ' your deliverance;
I have not concealed your steadfast love and truth from the | great assembly.
"You are the LORD; do not withhold your com- ! passion from me;
may your steadfast love and your truth continually ' keep me safe. R



READING: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9

Though God'’s church in Corinth is a fractious congregation beset with many conflicts, Paul opens this letter
by spotlighting the multiple ways God has enriched and sustained its life as part of the divine call into the
fellowship of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Paul called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes,
‘To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctlﬁed in Christ Jesus,
called to be saints, together with all those who in every place call on the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours:
“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

T give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given
you in Christ Jesus, “for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and
knowledge of every kind—"just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among
you—/so that you are not lacklng in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our
Lord Jesus Christ. “He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on
the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. ‘God is faithful; by him you were called into the
fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.
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HOLY GOSPEL: John 1:29-42

John the Baptist’s witness to Jesus initiates a chain of testimony as his disciples begin to share with others
what they have found.

The Holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

“’[John the Baptist] saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world!” This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man
who ranks ahead of me because he was before me.” *'T myself did not know him; but I came
baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” **And John .
testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. "1
myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on
whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’
“*And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.”

““The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, “and as he watched
Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” *"The two disciples heard
him say this, and they followed Jesus. ““When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said
to them, “What are you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means
Teacher), “where are you staying?” *’He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw
where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the
afternoon. “’One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon
Peter’s brother. *'He first found his brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the
Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). “"He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him
and said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is translated
Peter).

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon.



HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #737 He Comes to Us as One Unknown
The assembly stands to proclaim the Word of God in song.
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dark-ness sown, a  pulse of be - ing stirred, a pulse of be-ing stirred.
cross the sky of nightwith-in the heart, of night with-in the heart.
tops of trees, a voice to call us home, a voice to call us home.
sav - ing name, for ev-'ry child of earth, for ev-’ry child of earth.
not un-known, our Sav-ior and our Lord, our Sav -ior and our Lord.

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, b. 1926
Music: REPTON, C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848-1918
Text © 1984 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use.

PRAYERS

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

Put a new song in the mouth of your church. Inspire the baptized to tell of your faithfulness,
sharing the good news of your salvation throughout the earth. Bless the witness of new
congregations forming in our Indiana-Kentucky Synod: the Mara Evangelical Church in
Indianapolis and their leader Khai Cho, So Much More food truck ministry in Fort Wayne
and Pastor Amy Beitelschees-Albers, and Christ Lutheran Chapel of Elizabethtown
Kentucky and their partners in the Episcopal Church. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

The waters of baptism call us into life in the Spirit. Preserve the world’s waters: protect
them from pollution, support plants and animals who depend on them, bring rain in places of
drought and relief to places of flooding. Guide us in protecting our local waters and in
responding to devastating floods. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

In Jesus you are the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Show your mercy to
all nations. Direct leaders to do your will; fill governing bodies with righteousness; equip
judges with discernment and compassion. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

11



You incline your ear to all who cry to you. Draw near to individuals and communities
suffering violence, injustice, illness, or poverty. Hide them in the shadow of your hand and
make us signs of your faithfulness to all in need. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You are glorified in the servants you have called. With Martin Luther King Jr., give us
bold trust in you. Even when it feels like a sharp sword or polished arrow, give us courage
to receive your call to repentance and racial justice. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

In every place and time, you have sanctified your people. We praise you for the testimony
of Antony, Pachomius, Henry, Agnes, and all those who have died in the faith. Strengthen
us as we wait for the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in
Christ crucified.

Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for those
in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of peace with
one another: Peace be with you!

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

OFFERING

Throughout this pandemic our congregation has never stopped serving our neighbors, our
community, our world -- all because of your participation and support. This month we are
sharing a portion of our offerings for the support of First Contact firstcontactinc.org

and the Christ Lutheran Mike Steiner Benevolence Fund.

If you prefer to give electronically use our CLC app or browse to our secure on-line
portal at clcvalpo.org/give.

OFFERTORY (8:00 am) Fugue in C Major Pachelbel

12


http://firstcontactinc.org
https://subsplash.com/christlutheranchurch-val/app
https://clcvalpo.org/give

OFFERTORY ANTHEM (10:30 am) With a Voice of Singing Shaw

With a voice of singing declare ye this and let it be heard, Alleluia. Utter it even unto the
ends of the earth. The Lord hath delivered his people, Alleluia. O be joyful in God, all ye
lands, O sing praises to the honor of his name, make his praise to be glorious.

OFFERING PRAYER

The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward.
Liberating God,

you break the bonds of injustice

and let the oppressed go free.

Receive these offerings in thanksgiving

for all your works of merciful power,

and shape us as people of your justice and freedom.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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The pastor begins the prayer and all join in singing:

SANCTUS
(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus
at the words "Blessed is he.")
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TABLE PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER

Children: The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
14



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come and taste the joy of God!
Thanks be to God!

DISTRIBUTION

The assembly is seated.

Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus'

invitation. The body and blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us
and offer the gift of forgiveness because of his death and resurrection. Drawn together and
strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the fullness of God's coming kingdom, and
are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world. All baptized Christians are
always welcome at the Lord's table.

The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune:

The body of Christ, given for you.
Amen (receive the bread)

The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen (receive the cup)

In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to
approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being dismissed.
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LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION HYMNS ACS #962

In This Feast of Love

Text: Jarkko Maukonen,; tr. Mark Sedio, b. 1954

Music: TASSA POYDASSA, Jarkko Maukonen; arr. Mark Sedio
Text and music © 2017, 2020 Jarkko Maukonen, admin. Augsburg Fortress
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ELW #808  Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song
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Text: Les Petites Soeurs de Jésus and L'Arche Community; tr. Stephen Somerville, b. 1931
Music: LES PETITES SOEURS, Les Petites Soeurs de Jésus and L'Arche Community
Text and music ©1987 Les Petites Soeurs de Jésus, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Tr. © 1970 Stephen Somerville, admin. Augsburg Fortress.




After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues.
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Holy One,

we thank you for the healing

that springs forth abundantly from this table.
Renew our strength to do justice,

love kindness,

and journey humbly with you.

Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

INVITATIONS
Brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in
God’s mission in the world.

BLESSING

The God who faithfully brings forth justice
and breaks the oppressor’s rod

+ bless, strengthen, and uphold you,

today and always.

Amen.
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How Marvelous God’s Greatness
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I How mar-vel - ous God’s great - ness, how glo - ri - ous God’s might!
2 Each ti - ny flowr-et whis - pers the great life - giv - er’s name;
3 The o-cean’s vast a - byss - es in  one grand psalm re - cord
4 The star-ry hosts are sing - ing through all the light-strewn sky
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To  this the world bears wit - ness in won-ders day and night:
the might-y moun-tain mass - es his maj -es - ty pro - claim;
the deep mys - ter - ious coun - sels and mer-cies of the Lord;
of God’s ma - jes - tic tem - ple and pal - ace courts on high;
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in form of flow’r and snow - flake, in morn’s re - splen-dent birth,
the val-leys deep are hymn - ing God’s shel - ter for his own;
the ic -y waves of win - ter are thun-dring on the strand;
when in these out - er cham - bers such glo - ry gilds the night,
-
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in af - ter - glow at eve - ning, in sky and sea and earth.
the snow-capped peaks are point - ing to God’s al-might-y throne.
and grief’s chill stream is guid - ed by God’s all - gra-cious hand.
oh, what tran - scen-dent bright - ness is God’s e - ter - nal light!
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Text: Valdimar Briem, 1848—1930; tr. Charles V. Pilcher, 1879-1961, alt.

Music: DEN BLOMSTERTID NU KOMMER, Koralpsalmboken, Stockholm, 1697

Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Children join the pastors to send us in mission.
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Follow Jesus.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE Alla Breve J.S. Bach

As worship concludes we move to the Gathering Place, where we are invited to greet one
another and share in fellowship.

Worship Leaders

8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.
Acolyte Sara McDaniel Audrey Crill
Lector Schmidgall Family Becky Fry
Prayer Assistant Ed J. Seykowski Becky Fry
Communion Assistants Chris Schmidgall Amy Knauff

Erin Schmidgall Holly Knauff
Ushers Luke Venstrom

Irene Adams

Don MacMillan
Sound/Light Tony Reinhold Jeff Peiffer
Video/Livestream - ------- Ben Crill
Welcome Center Brooke Robinson
Pastors: Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr.

Rev. Erica Gibson-Even
Director of Music Ministries: Brian Bartusch
Worship Participants Luke Venstrom, cantor

Sanctuary Choir

January Altar Gifts
Communion Baker: Andrew Teeple
Communion Wine: Phyllis Schroeder ~ To the Glory of God and in Memory
of David
Altar Candles: Lois & Mike Felten ~ Celebrating Connie’s 102nd
Birthday!

Eternal Lamp Candles: Given to the Glory of God
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COMMEMORATIONS
Week of January 15, 2023

January 17

Antony of Egypt, renewer of the church, died around 356

One of the earliest of the Egyptian desert fathers, Antony gave away his sizeable
inheritance and became a hermit. Later he became leader of a group of monks who
devoted themselves to prayer, worship, and labor.

Pachomius, renewer of the church, died 346

Born in Egypt, Pachomius became a Christian while a soldier. He became a hermit (a
solitary monk) and organized others into a religious community. His rule for
monasteries influenced later ones in both the Eastern and Western churches.

January 19

Henry, Bishop of Uppsala, martyr, died 1156

When Erik, King of Sweden, determined to invade Finland for the purpose of
converting the people there to Christianity, Henry went with him. Henry is recognized
as the patron saint of Finland.

January 21

Agnes, martyr, died around 304

Agnes was a girl of about thirteen living in Rome. The details of her martyrdom are not
clear, but she gave witness to her faith and was put to death as a result, most likely by
the sword. The church has honored her as one of the chief martyrs of her time.

Stewardship Snippet

1 Corinthians 1:9 — God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Just like those first disciples whom Jesus told to “Come and see,” you have been called
into the Body of Christ, and God is working in your life even if you don’t realize it. Pay
attention and steward God’s wonderful gifts carefully and fully.
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Ecumenical Praver Cycle

This week we pray for the churches and people of Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia, United Arab Emirates, Yemen.

We are thankful for:
e the ancient cultures and religions that have been sustained in this area for millennia
e those who continue to pursue peace in the midst of ethnic strife and terrorism

e the faithfulness of Muslims in expressing their faith and working with others
Christians who practice their faith even when they are a small, often discriminated
minority.

We pray for:

e women and others in these countries who are deprived of basic freedoms and human
dignity

e those who misuse or exploit religious identity for extremist political ends

e the wise use of the benefits of oil and other natural resources for the sake of all

the emergence of stable democratic societies based on the rule of law, social justice, and
respect for religious and other freedoms.

We also pray for the Synod Authorized Worshipping Communities (SAWCs):

1. Mara Evangelical Church in Indianapolis (MECI), a faith community of refugees from
Myanmar. Their leader, Khai Cho, is a Synod Authorized Minister (SAM). He is in the
ELCA candidacy process, is enrolled in TEEM (Theological Education for Emerging
Ministries) through PLTS working toward ordination in the ELCA, and serves full-time as
the mission developer of MECI.

2. So Much More Ministries (SMMM)), a food truck ministry on the southeast side of Fort
Wayne. Pastor Amy Beitelschees-Albers is the mission developer of this ministry. This
food truck serves meals every Thursday evening (between 80-100/week), as well as
distributing food items from the Faith & Light Food Pantry. This food pantry is a ministry
of the Associated Churches in Fort Wayne and housed at Faith Lutheran Church. Pre-
pandemic, people would gather for the meal, fellowship and prayers. During the pandemic,
this became a drive-thru meal with Pr. Amy and volunteers greeting people and praying for
people in their cars as they received their meal and food. They have recently become hybrid
with people gathering for meal, fellowship and prayer and others driving thru.

3. Christ Lutheran Chapel in Elizabethtown, KY. Christ Lutheran Chapel formed about 12
years ago as a remnant from an ELCA congregation who disaffiliated. Christ Episcopal
Church invited Christ Lutheran Chapel to share their building. For several years, the two
faith communities have worshipped together, with the leadership of a called Episcopal
priest and a Lutheran pastor of record, rotating between Episcopal and Lutheran liturgies.
They have also engaged in outreach together. In many ways they function as one
congregation.
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GOSPEL MESSAGE
See for Yourself

Sometimes you just have to experience something for yourself in order to understand its
true impact. It’s just not the same to listen to someone else describe the rich flavors of
an extravagant meal or list reasons a choral piece was so moving to its listeners. Few
words are adequate to describe a magnificent sunset. A sticky summer’s day, the bitter
chill of winter, the palpable excitement that builds inside a sports stadium—sometimes
you just have to be there to really understand what it’s like.

Perhaps to some extent this is true of our faith too. “Come and see,” Jesus tells two of
John’s disciples (John 1:39). Come and see for yourself where Jesus resides. Take a risk.
Jump in. These words echo across time and space, offering us an invitation as well.

Every week we are invited to come and see where God dwells. Not only that, but we are
invited to taste, to hear, to touch. We are invited to feast on the bread of communion, to
hear ancient words of promise, to splash in the waters of baptism. We are invited to raise
our hands, hearts, and voices in praise. Perhaps we are invited to bear witness to the
power of digital community that unites us across time and space. We are invited to
follow Christ’s call into worship with our bodies as well as our souls. We are invited to
let ourselves be surprised by whom and what we encounter. Finally, we are invited to
listen for Christ’s voice as we leave the worship space and search out God’s presence in
the world.

Where is God inviting you to come and see? Where might Christ already be dwelling
among you?

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26201.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Portions printed under
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Portions from Prayers for an Inclusive Church by Steven Shakespeare.
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