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We welcome you to Christ Lutheran Church! We are a community of people  

sharing God’s love through Christ and growing together in faith. 
 

We celebrate all the ways we are made in the image of God, seeking to see God in everyone. We 
honor and respect each person’s age, ethnicity, family composition, gender identity, gender 
expression, life history, mental well-being, physical ability, relationship status, sexual orientation, 
skin color, and socioeconomic standing. Together, we strive to love and serve our neighbor and all 
creation, including working toward racial and social justice. We would love to walk with you on this 
creative adventure* of faith, grace, and love.  
* The first sermon ever preached at Christ Lutheran was titled “A Call to Creative Adventure.”  
 

ABOUT WORSHP 
We gather to worship weekly to hear and remember our shared hope: the life, death, and resurrection of 
Christ makes all things new, even us. 
 

You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin, with hymns found in the red 
hymnals (“ELW”) in the seats in front of you. 
 

If you have a prayer request, note it on a yellow card from the seatback holder and pass it to an usher; the 
other side is for any information you would like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain 
seated as necessary during the service. 
  
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH! 
God’s people come in all shapes and sizes – it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are 
present!  Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a 
growing faith in a child’s life.  There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free 
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the 
back of the sanctuary as needed.  Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your 
children in worship is  multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!  
 

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP 
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The 
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110. 
 

RESTROOMS 
Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the 
all-gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East 
hallway, past the Welcome Center. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation.  The body 
and blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness 
because of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste 
of the fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the 
world.  All baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news.  If you have concerns, please speak to 
a church staff member. 

  

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the 
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance. 

 

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 
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Since the seventh century, September 1 has symbolized the day of the creation of the world in the 
Byzantine tradition and has been the opening feast of its liturgical year (known as the Feast of the 
Indiction), in a parallel with the feast of Rosh Hashanah marking the Jewish New Year. Creation in 
Christ celebrates the ongoing creation of the world in and through Christ, who sustains, unites, and holds 
all created things. We hear today of the triune God who creates all things: sun and moon, shining stars, 
sea monsters, creeping things and flying birds—and, yes, even human beings. God-in-Christ still takes 

care of all things and invites us to join in as caretakers of God's good creation.  
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 
PRELUDE             Vater Unser im Himmelreich    Böhm 
    
WELCOME  
If you are joining us for the first time, welcome!  We’d love to meet you, or 
if there’s anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ Lutheran 
Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online (you can 
point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow Connection 
Card in the pew holders.   
 
Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer Request (on the 
backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher. 
 
If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for 
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is 
sufficient in one or both elements).    
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins.  
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,  
our hope, our heart, our home.  
Amen.  
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 
Silence is kept for reflection.  
 
 
 
 
 

https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833
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Everlasting God, the Alpha and the Omega,  
the beginning and the end: 
we confess that we participate in systems  
that perpetuate oppression and injustice.  
We are often numb to the pain of the world around us,  
resistant to change that costs us something,  
and reluctant to love our neighbors as ourselves.  
We sin against your good creation,  
failing to be faithful stewards  
of the land, the sea, and all their creatures.  
Make your home among us once more, O God,  
naming us beloved and opening our hearts  
to do your will. Amen.  
 
All you saints and sinners, this good news is for you:  
God knows you,  
forgives you by the self-giving of + Jesus Christ,  
and frees you to love the world as you have been loved.  
Creation’s story will not end  
until mourning, crying, and pain are no more.  
When everything else changes, God’s love is steadfast and sure.  
Nothing can ever separate you from the love of God  
in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
Amen.  
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Children:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
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GATHERING HYMN ELW #688   Lord of Light 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

Almighty and eternal God,  
you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants,  
and in your creation you meet all our needs.  
Because we cannot rely on our own abilities,  
grant us your merciful judgment,  
and train us to embody the generosity of your Son,  
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
The assembly is seated. 

 
 WORD    

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 
 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME 
Children are invited for a time together. 
 

READING: Jonah 3:10—4:11 
After Jonah’s short sermon in 3:4, the Ninevites all repented and God decided to spare the city. Jonah 
objected to this and became even more angry when God ordered a worm to destroy a plant that was 
providing shade. The book ends with a question that challenges any who are not ready to forgive: You, 
Jonah, are all worked up about a bush, but shouldn’t I be concerned about a hundred and twenty 
thousand Ninevites? 
 
10 When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil 
ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon 
them, and he did not do it. 
 
  4:1 But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2 He prayed to the 
Lord and said, “O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? 
That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning, for I knew that you are a gracious and 
merciful God, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from 
punishment. 3 And now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to 
die than to live.” 4 And the Lord said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 5 Then Jonah 
went out of the city and sat down east of the city and made a booth for himself there. He 
sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. 
  6 The Lord God appointed a bush and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade 
over his head, to save him from his discomfort, so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 
7 But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, 
so that it withered. 8 When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun 
beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die.          



 7 

 

He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” 
  9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, 
“Yes, angry enough to die.” 10 Then the Lord said, “You are concerned about the bush, 
for which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night 
and perished in a night. 11 And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, 
in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know 
their right hand from their left and also many animals?” 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 145:1–8 
The congregation is invited to sing the psalm refrain when indicated (R). Verses will be 
chanted alternately by the leader and the people. 
 

Refrain 

 
Psalm Tone 

 
 
I will exalt you, my | God and king, 
 and bless your name forev- | er and ever. 
2Every day | will I bless you 
 and praise your name forev- | er and ever. 
3Great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised! 
 There is no end | to your greatness. 
4One generation shall praise your works | to another 
 and shall de- | clare your power.   R 
5I will speak of the glorious splendor | of your majesty 
 and all your | marvelous works. 
6They shall tell of the might of your | wondrous acts, 
 and I will re- | count your greatness. 
7They shall publish the remembrance of | your great goodness; 
 they shall sing joyfully | of your righteousness. 
8The LORD is gracious and full | of compassion, 
 slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love.   R 
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READING: Acts 2:14-21, 33-35 
14 Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd], “Fellow 
Jews and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15 
Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16 
No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
 17 ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 
 that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
 and your young men shall see visions, 
  and your old men shall dream dreams. 
 18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
  in those days I will pour out my Spirit, 
   and they shall prophesy. 
 19 And I will show portents in the heaven above 
  and signs on the earth below, 
   blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
 20 The sun shall be turned to darkness 
  and the moon to blood, 
   before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
 21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ 
  33 “Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God and having received from the 
Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you see and hear. 34 For 
David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says, 
 ‘The Lord said to my Lord, 
 “Sit at my right hand, 
  35 until I make your enemies your footstool.” ’ ” 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16 
Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common assumption that God rewards 
people according to what they have earned or deserve. 

 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out 
early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers 
for a denarius for the day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 When he went out about nine 
o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4 and he said to them, ‘You also 
go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5 When he 
went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6 And about five 
o’clock he went out and found others standing around, and he said to them, ‘Why are 
you standing here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He 
said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8 When evening came, the owner of the 
vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with 
the last and then going to the first.’ 9 When those hired about five o’clock came, each of 
them received a denarius. 10 Now when the first came, they thought they would receive 
more; but each of them also received a denarius. 11 And when they received it, they 
grumbled against the landowner, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you 
have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching 
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heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not 
agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to 
this last the same as I give to you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what 
belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 16 So the last will be first, 
and the first will be last.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW #679  For the Fruit of All Creation 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.                 
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APOSTLES’ CREED   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 *Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 
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PRAYERS  
Our prayers draw on the Ecumencial Prayer Cycle and the Church’s calendar of 
Commemorations—further information is found each week at the end of the bulletin. 
Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that 
God hears us. 
A brief silence. 
Hold your church accountable for our unwillingness to share your good news and our 
anger at your generosity to others. Nourish us by your grace to be witnesses to your 
love. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Guide scientists and researchers studying responses to the climate crisis so that all your 
creation may inspire us to give thanks for your great goodness. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Throughout the world, show employers the benefits of equality in pay for their 
employees. Reconcile conflicts between employees. Fill places of employment with 
camaraderie and bring an end to employment disparity. Tend to communities, churches, 
and ecosystems in Argentina, Paraguay, and Uruguay. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Encourage any who cannot work or who cannot work a full day with the truth that their 
value comes from your everlasting love for them. Provide for those who are injured, ill, 
and for all in any need. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Strengthen all those in this congregation whose labor serves the needs of others in the 
community, including those who clean, maintain facilities, cook, serve, drive, and 
respond to emergencies. Inspire all in this congregation to support community endeavors 
with our time and talents. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Comfort us with the promise of the resurrection as we remember Matthew, and all our 
loved ones whose desire to be with Jesus is fulfilled. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you 
see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for 
those in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of 
peace with one another: Peace be with you! 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 
OFFERING 
This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world through 
the offerings of its members and guests.  Because offerings are never just 
about us, this month we are sharing a portion of your gifts with Compass 
International Family Center, Valparaiso compassIFC.org and Project 
Neighbors – Freedom Recovery Fund projectneighbors.org/frf    
 If you wish to give electronically, use the QR code or browse to our secure on-line 
portal at clcvalpo.org/give. 
 
OFFERTORY    Fugue in D     Selby 

 
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward. 

 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM  With a Voice of Singing   Shaw 
 
With a voice of singing, declare ye this and let it be heard. Alleluia. Utter it even unto the 
ends of the earth. The Lord hath delivered his people, Alleluia. O be joyful in God, all ye 
lands. O sing praises to the honor of his name, make his praise to be glorious. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
O God, maker of heaven and earth,  
your steadfast love embraces all creation.  
You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth  
and bring forth its bounty.  
Through these gifts of bread and wine,  
draw us into the death and life of your Son,  
who calls us to bear witness to his saving work.  
We ask this in Jesus’ name.  
Amen.  
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy... 

http://compassifc.org/
https://projectneighbors.org/frf
https://clcvalpo.org/give
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SANCTUS 
(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus at the 
words "Blessed is he.") 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
O God triune, how majestic… 
The earth is full of your glory.  
The earth is full of your glory.  
 
O God triune, you took on our flesh in Jesus our healer… 
The earth is full of your glory.  
The earth is full of your glory.  
 
Gathered around this table… 
The earth is full of your glory.  
The earth is full of your glory.  
 
O God triune, you create the worlds… 
The earth is full of your glory.  
The earth is full of your glory.  
 
Amen, and amen.  
Amen, and amen.  
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LORD’S PRAYER                                    
Children:  The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

  

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The gifts of creation for God’s beloved creatures.  
Come and share.  
Thanks be to God! 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
 

The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune: 
 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen (receive the bread) 
 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen (receive the cup) 
 
In-person distribution:  When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to 
approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being 
dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored and Grape Juice is dark; they are received via 
individual cups in the trays. Used glasses are placed in the basket located near the 
ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to the server that you require 
this. 
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LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION HYMNS 
 
ELW #481 Come to the Table (sung 2x) 
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ACS #1084 God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me 
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ELW #659 Will You Let Me Be Your Servant 
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After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues. 
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
God of our salvation,  
we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,  
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.  
Through the body and blood of your Son,  
may we become Christ’s body in the world,  
bearing witness to your love for all creation,  
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen.  
 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
INVITATIONS 
The assembly is seated as brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s 
participation in God’s mission in the world. 
 
BLESSING 
God of the galaxies,  
God of the starburst and sunlit morning,  
God of the forest and shining seas,  
God of the blooming desert and rolling grasslands— 

Father, Son, ☩ and Holy Spirit, shine on you and bless you. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 21 

 
SENDING HYMN ELW #845  Voices Raised to You 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children join the pastors to send us in mission. 
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Worship Leaders 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  

Acolyte Sam Venstrom  

   

Lector John Buggeln Phil Hahn 

   

Prayer Assistant Paige Reichardt Tim Malchow 

   

Communion Assistants Phyllis Schroeder 
Barbara Clements 

Phil Hahn 
Violet Furuness 

   

Ushers Don McMillan 
Ben Lieske 

 

   

Sound/Light Lance Nolting Tony Reinhold 

   

Video/Livestream - - - - - - - - - - -  

   

Pastors Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr. 
Rev. Erica Gibson-Even 

 

   

Director of Music Ministries Brian Bartusch  

 Luke Venstrom, cantor  

   

Communion Baker Angela Wehner  

DISMISSAL 
Children:  Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
We will be leaving the sanctuary for the Circle Garden Dedication. 
 
POSTLUDE                  Poco Vivace         Schroeder        
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COMMEMORATIONS 
Week of September 20, 2026 

 
September 21 
Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist 
Matthew (“Levi” in the gospels of Mark and Luke) was a tax collector for the Roman 
government in Capernaum. Tax collectors were distrusted because they were dishonest and 
worked as agents for a foreign ruler, the occupying Romans. In the gospels, tax collectors are 
mentioned as sinful and despised outcasts, but it was these outcasts to whom Jesus showed 
his love. Matthew’s name means “gift of the Lord.” Since the second century, tradition has 
attributed the first gospel to him. 
  

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
This week we pray for the churches and people of Argentina, Paraguay, Uruguay. 
 
We are thankful for: 
• individuals, churches and other organizations who remain committed to seeking healing, 

justice and truth 
• the furthering of human rights and democratic institutions 
• the ways in which those of different faiths and ethnicities are working together for the 

common good and for the needs of people and creation 
• how churches, from out of what people are experiencing, have led global ecumenical 

work for an economy that serves life. 
 

We pray for: 
• greater respect for Indigenous people and greater acceptance of all peoples across bounds 

of ethnicity and religion 
• The protection of children from violence and abuse, and recognition of their rights and 

dignity 
• effective help and empowerment for those who live in poverty and other marginalizing 

situations 
• those who protect and care for the region’s threatened soil, forests, waters, glaciers 
• truth and justice in continuing investigations to find those responsible for crimes against 

humanity, and continued healing for those affected 
• economic development that benefits all and effectively addresses the systemic factors 

that impede it. 
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Scandalous Grace 
 
Jesus loved to tell strange, unsettling stories to illustrate God’s grace. Theologians and 
biblical scholars have wrestled with the parables of Jesus for centuries, trying to make 
them make sense. But perhaps the beauty of these strange illustrations is that they refuse 
to succumb to our need for logic or neat conclusions. They are wild, confusing, and 
often scandalous—much like God’s love for God’s people. 
 
This parable is one such story that has the power to offend us with its backward-seeming 
logic. A landowner who keeps inviting new laborers to join the workforce, paying them 
the same amount for different amounts of work? To be sure, this is not a commentary on 
how to run a business or abide by fair labor practices. Instead, it is a reminder of the 
outrageousness of God’s kingdom or reign and the scandal of God’s grace. 
 
The kingdom of God functions by its own rules: It is a table where there is always room 
for more people, and an endless supply of bread and wine. It is a font where all are 
welcome, where all are invited to splash in the waters of baptism and be named children 
of God. It is a realm where our rules of space and time no longer apply, as we enter into 
ancient story and liturgy alongside the saints who have come before us. It is a sanctuary 
where we find the courage to confess our sins and receive God’s extravagant, 
scandalous forgiveness. It is a community where love and justice supersede force and 
greed. It is a safe place where the most vulnerable are the most cared for, and generosity 
abounds so that all have enough. And it is a kingdom where all are invited to participate. 
Much like how the landowner hired new laborers until the end of the day, it’s never too 
late to be welcomed by God’s mercy! 
 


