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We welcome you to Christ Lutheran Church! We are a community of people
sharing God’s love through Christ and growing together in faith.

We celebrate all the ways we are made in the image of God, seeking to see God in everyone. We honor
and respect each person’s age, ethnicity, family composition, gender identity, gender expression, life
history, mental well-being, physical ability, relationship status, sexual orientation, skin color, and
socioeconomic standing. Together, we strive to love and serve our neighbor and all creation, including
working toward racial and social justice. We would love to walk with you on this creative adventure* of
faith, grace, and love.

* The first sermon ever preached at Christ Lutheran was titled “A Call to Creative Adventure.’

ABOUT WORSHP
We gather to worship weekly to hear and remember our shared hope: the life, death, and resurrection of
Christ makes all things new, even us.
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You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin, with hymns found in the red
hymnals (“ELW”) in the seats in front of you.

If you have a prayer request, note it on a yellow card from the seatback holder and pass it to an usher; the
other side is for any information you would like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated
as necessary during the service.

CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH!

God’s people come in all shapes and sizes — it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are
present! Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a
growing faith in a child’s life. There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the back
of the sanctuary as needed. Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in
worship is multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110.

RESTROOMS

Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the all-
gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East hallway,
past the Welcome Center.

HOLY COMMUNION

Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation. The body and
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because
of his death and resurrection. Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the
fullness of God's coming kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world. All
baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table.

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news. If you have concerns, please speak to
a church staff member.

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance.

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services.




Jesus says, “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” It is God’s promise from the
beginning—to Abraham, to the early church, and to the “little flock” of which we are a part in today’s
assembly. Faith, God’s baptismal gift, trusts the promises of God. Have no fear.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
PRELUDE Praeludium in C Bohm
WELCOME

If you are joining us for the first time, welcome! We'd love to meet you,
or if there’s anything you'd like to know about the ministry of Christ
Lutheran Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online
(you can point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow
Connection Card in the pew holders.

Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer
Request (on the backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher.

If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is
sufficient in one or both elements).

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS p. 94-96 (left column)

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

In the name of the Father,

and of the *+ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation,
come to the help of your people,
turning us from our sin

to live for you alone.

Give us the power of your Holy Spirit
that we may confess our sin,

receive your forgiveness,

and grow into the fullness

of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection. 3
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Most merciful God,

we confess

that we are captive to sin

and cannot free ourselves.

We have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done

and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you

with our whole heart;

we have not loved

our neighbors as ourselves.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God,

Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake

God forgives us all our sins.

As a called and ordained minister

of the church of Christ,

and by his authority,

I therefore declare to you

the entire forgiveness of all your sins,
in the name of the Father,

and of the *+ Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Children: This is the day that the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!



GATHERING HYMN ELW #831 The God of Abraham Praise (vs. 1-4)
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I The God of A-br’ham praise, who reigns en-throned a - bove;
2 The God of A-brham praise! At your su-preme com - mand
3 The God of A-br’ham praise! Your all - suf - fi - cient grace
4 Your prom-ise you have sworn; [ on your oath de - pend.
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An - cient of ev - er - last-ing days, and God of love—
from earth 1 rise and seek the joys at your right hand.
shall guide me all my pil - grim days in all my ways.
I shall, on ea - gle wings up-borne, to  heav’n as - cend.
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“I Am the One I Am”— by earth and heav’n con - fessed;

I all on earth for-sake— its wis - dom, fame, and pow’'r—
You deign to call me friend; you call your-self my God!
I shall be - hold your face; 1 shall your pow’r a - dore,
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I bow and bless the sa - cred name for - ev - er blest.
and you my on -ly por-tion make, my shield and tow'’r.
And you will save me to the end through Je - sus” blood.
and sing the won-ders of your grace for - ev - er - more.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
A briefsilence is kept before the prayer.
God of the unexpected,

you steal from us

our dead complacent hearts

and kindle a new flame:

take from our hands

the burden of worthless things,

and make them ready

to receive a greater gift:

the love of a Servant King;

through Jesus Christ, the Son of Man.
Amen.



WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

CHILDREN’S TIME

The assembly is seated as children come forward for a time together.

READING: Genesis 15:1-6

God promises childless and aging Abram that a child of his own will be his heir and that his descendants
will number as many as the stars. Abram trusts God’s promise, and through this faith he is considered
righteous.

' After these things the word of the LOrRD came to Abram i in a vision, “Do not be afraid,
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” * But Abram said, “O Lord
Gop, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer
of Damascus?” * And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, so a slave born in
my house is to be my heir.” * But the word of the LORD came to him, “This man shall not
be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” ° He brought him
outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count
them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” ° And he believed the Lorp,
and the LorDp reckoned it to him as righteousness.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 33:12-22
"“Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD!
Happy the people chosen to be God’s heritage!
""The Lorp looks down from heaven,
and sees all humankind.
"“ God sits firmly enthroned and watches
all who dwell on the earth.
" God fashions all their hearts
and observes all their deeds.
'“ A king is not saved by the size of the army,
nor are warriors rescued by their great strength.
""The horse gives vain hope for victory;
desplte its great strength it cannot save.

“ Truly, your eye is upon those who fear you, O LORD,

upon those who wait for your steadfast love,

to deliver their lives from death,
and to keep them alive in time of famine.

*Y Our innermost being waits for you, O LORD,
our helper and our shield.



*! Surely, our heart rejoices in you,

for in your holy name we put our trust.

*Let your lovingkindness, O LoRrD, be upon us,
even as we place our hope in you.

READING: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Abraham and Sarah exemplify the vision of faith that people of God enact in every age. Their hope and
trust in God’s promise allowed them to face an unknown future and to receive the promise of God.

'Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. ’
Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. ~ By faith we understand that the worlds
were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not
visible.

* By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to
receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. ’ By faith he
stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as
did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. '’ For he looked
forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. '' By faith he
received power of procreation, even though he was too old—and Sarah herself was
barren—because he considered him faithful who had promised. '* Therefore from one
person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as the stars of
heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.”

" All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance
they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the
earth, '* for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland.
" If they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would have had
opportunity to return. '° But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one.
Therefore, God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for
them.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION p- 171
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.
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GOSPEL: Luke 12:32-40

Jesus encourages disciples to invest their hearts and live fully into God’s reign. Instead of facing life with
fear, those who know God’s generosity are always ready to receive from God and to give to others.

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] ** “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give
you the kingdom. * Sell your possessmns and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that
do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth
destroys. “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

> “Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; *° be like those who are waiting for
their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him
as soon as he comes and knocks. *’ Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert
when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and
he will come and serve them. " If he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn,
and finds them so, blessed are those slaves.

*7“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was
coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. *’ You also must be ready, for the
Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon.



HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #764 Have No Fear, Little Flock
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.
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1 Have no fear, lit-tle  flock; have no fear, lit - tle

2 Have good cheer, It -tle flock; have good cheer, Iit - tle

3 Praise the Lord high a - bove;  praise the Lord high a -

4 Thank -ful hearts raise to God; thank - ful hearts  raise to
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flock, for the Fa - ther has cho - sen to
flock, for the Fa - ther will keep you in
bove, for he stoops down to  heal you, up -
God, for he stays close be - side you, in
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give you the king -dom; have no fear, lit - tle  flock!
his love for - ev - er; have good cheer, lit - tle flock!
lift and re - store you; praise the Lord  high a - bove!
all things  works with you; thank - ful  hearts raise to  God!

APOSTLES’ CREED p- 105

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 9



PRAYERS

Our prayers draw on the Ecumenical Prayer Cycle and the Church’s calendar of Commemorations.
Further information is found each week at the end of the bulletin.

In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church and pray
for the needs of the world.

A brief silence.

Keep the heart of your church set firmly in you so that, with lamps lit and attentive to
Christ’s call at any time or place, your people are ready to respond with faithful action for
the sake of the world. We pray especially for the ministries of the congregations organizing
joint worship at Lake Etta today: Bethel Lutheran, Christ Lutheran-Hammond,

I am Holiness, House of Bread, Christ Lutheran -Valparaiso, and Holy Shepherd.

God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Worlds were prepared by your word. Speak healing and protection upon the earth where life
and habitats are threatened, especially our Lake Michigan, dunes, wetlands and prairies.
Guide the work of astronomers and all who open our eyes to the vastness of your creation in
the stars and galaxies. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

You know the actions and deeds of the nations. Turn humanity away from instruments of
war and violence. Fashion the hearts of world leaders to work for peace. Protect the lands,
people, and churches of Cameroon, Central African Republic, Equatorial Guinea: hasten the
resolution of conflicts and grant stability with justice. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Let your lovingkindness be on those in need. Assure all who are afraid or experiencing
great uncertainty that your promises are sure. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Calm the fears of migrants and refugees who set out, not knowing where they go. Provide
shelter, sustenance, protection from harm, and welcome. Bless the work of groups large and
small that work to support and advocate for refugees. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We celebrate the ancestors in the faith who built their lives on your promises and died
having seen them only from a distance, especially Lawrence, Clare, Florence Nightingale,
and Clara Maas. Sustain us in our hope of things not seen. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name of Jesus
Christ.

Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for those
in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of peace with

one another: Peace be with you! 0



MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

OFFERING
This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world through
the participation and support of its members and guests.
If you wish to give electronically, use the QR code, browse to our secure

on-line portal at clevalpo.org/give or use our CLC app (download at
clevalpo.org/app).

OFFERTORY Allegretto

(from Sonata No. 1 for Glass Harmonica)

OFFERING HYMN ELW #185  Create in Me a Clean Heart
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The pastor continues the prayer then all join in singing:

SANCTUS

at the words "Blessed is he.")
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comes in the name of the Lord.

TABLE PRAYER

Ho - san-na in the high - est.

p- 173
(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus
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LORD’S PRAYER (pray whichever version you prefer) p- 173
Children: The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father in heaven, Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be your name, hallowed be thy name,
your kingdom come, thy kingdom come,
your will be done, thy will be done,
on earth as in heaven. on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Give us this day our daily bread;
Forgive us our sins and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those as we forgive those
who sin against us. who trespass against us;
Save us from the time of trial and lead us not into temptation,
and deliver us from evil. but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, For thine is the kingdom,
and the glory are yours, and the power, and the glory,
now and forever. Amen. forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice.
Thanks be to God!

DISTRIBUTION

The assembly is seated. The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune:

The body of Christ, given for you.
Amen (receive the bread)

The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen (receive the cup)

In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp
to approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being

the server that you require this.
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LAMB OF GOD

p. 174
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ELW #818 O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee
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ELW #802 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus
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After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues.
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Mothering God,

you gathered us to your table

and we drank deeply of your grace.
Send us out by your Spirit

to love our neighbors as ourselves

and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

INVITATIONS
The assembly is seated as brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s
participation in God’s mission in the world.

BLESSING

The love of God abound in you;

the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;
and the life of the Spirit

++ bless you and give you peace.

Amen.
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SENDING HYMN
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storm-y blast, and our e - ter - nal home:
arm a - lone, and our de-fense is sure.
you are God, to  end-less years the same.
ends the night be - fore the ris - ing sun.

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 6 O God, our help in ages past,

bears all our years away;
they fly forgotten, as a dream

dies at the op’ning day.

our hope for years to come,
still be our guard while troubles last
and our eternal home.

Children join the pastors to send us in mission.

DISMISSAL

Children: Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.

Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE The God of Abraham Praise arr. Burkhardt

As worship concludes we move to the Gathering Place, where we are invited to greet one

another and share in fellowship.
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Ecumenical Praver Cycle

This week we pray for the churches and people of Cameroon, Central African
Republic, Equatorial Guinea.

We are thankful for:

e the natural resources and diverse gifts that come from these countries, such as the
distinctive music and dance of Cameroon

e those who minister to victims of sexual violence, trafficking and other human rights
abuses

e Christians and people of other faiths who courageously have pursued reconciliation
and peace among those in conflict

¢ individuals and organizations who have provided for health clinics and schools in
Cameroon and the Central African Republic.

We pray for:

e just resolutions to the conflicts and violence among diverse groups and their leaders
o refugees who flee to other countries, and for those who host them

e economic developments that make it possible for all to rise out of poverty

e stable democratic governments that effectively serve the common good.
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COMMEMORATIONS
Week of August 10

August 10~Lawrence, deacon, martyr, died 258

As one of the seven deacons of the church at Rome, Lawrence was responsible for the
church’s financial matters and for the care of the poor. Asked by the emperor to gather the
church’s treasure, he presented a collection of orphans, lepers, and the like. The enraged
emperor had him put to death.

August 11~Clare, Abbess of San Damiano, died 1253

A contemporary of Francis of Assisi, Clare and a growing number of companions
established a women’s Franciscan community, called the Order of Poor Ladies, or Poor
Clares. She inspired other women to pursue spiritual goals.

August 13~Florence Nightingale, died 1910;
Clara Maass, died 1901; renewers of society

Nightingale was born in England, and horrified her wealthy family by deciding to
become a nurse. She led a group of nurses in ministering in the midst of the Crimean War,
and worked for hospital reform. Maass, a native of New Jersey, was also a war nurse, and
volunteered as a subject for research on yellow fever. She died of the disease.

Clara Maass was born in New Jersey and served as a nurse in the Spanish-American
War, where she encountered the horrors of yellow fever. She later responded to a call for
subjects in research on yellow fever. During the experiments, which included receiving bites
from mosquitoes, she contracted the disease and died. The commemoration of these women
invites the church to give thanks for all who practice the arts of healing.

August 14~Maximilian Kolbe, died 1941; Kaj Munk, died 1944; martyrs

Father Kolbe was a Franciscan priest arrested by the Nazis and confined in
Auschwitz. Kolbe gave generously of his meager resources, and finally volunteered to be
starved to death in place of another man. A Danish Lutheran pastor and playwright, Munk
strongly denounced the Nazis who occupied Denmark in the Second World War. His
sermons and articles helped to show the anti-Christian nature of the movement.

Kaj (pronounced KYE) Munk, a Danish Lutheran pastor and playwright, was an
outspoken critic of the Nazis, who occupied Denmark during the Second World War. His
plays frequently highlighted the eventual victory of the Christian faith despite the church’s
weak and ineffective witness. The Nazis feared Munk because his sermons and articles
helped to strengthen the Danish resistance movement. He was executed by the Gestapo on
January 5, 1944.

August 15~Mary, Mother of Our Lord

The church (including Martin Luther) honored Mary with the title ‘theotokos,” meaning
“God-bearer,” for her role in giving birth to the Son of God. Her song, the Magnificat,
speaks eloquently of God’s lifting the lowly and feeding the hungry.
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Always Ready

For which events are you always prepared? Perhaps the coffee is always on in your
house, awaiting the unannounced guest at any hour. Or perhaps you always have your
passport up to date, ready to take advantage of that spur-of-the-moment vacation deal
that arrives in your inbox. Being prepared for what life brings us, knowing we’re ready
to tackle whatever comes our way, can give us a sense of security.

Today’s gospel reading takes the idea of readiness to divine proportions as Jesus
reminds the disciples to be prepared for God’s inbreaking at any moment. How are we
prepared for God to show up in our everyday life? How are we prepared to encounter
God being at work, even now?

God’s kingdom is like a grand wedding party where everyone is invited and has a light
to shine. God’s realm is like a gigantic feast where all are fed and no one goes away
empty. God’s reign is one in which humanity can invest in things that last, instead of
hoarding for lean times, because in the community of God there is enough for all so we
never need to be afraid.

While many people might hear this reading as referring only to Christ’s final coming, in
our liturgy we are reminded that Christ arrives in many and various ways all the time.
We are blessed by the Holy Spirit in the waters of baptism, in the bread and wine of the
eucharist, in the face of our neighbors as we greet one another with God’s
overwhelming peace.

The kingdom of God is always at hand, breaking through the ordinary and mundane in
extraordinary ways. Today we are reminded to be ready for it, to look for it, to anticipate
it with fearless expectation. So, how are we ready to encounter Christ today?
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