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We welcome you to Christ Lutheran Church! We are a community of people  

sharing God’s love through Christ and growing together in faith. 
 

We celebrate all the ways we are made in the image of God, seeking to see God in everyone. We 
honor and respect each person’s age, ethnicity, family composition, gender identity, gender 
expression, life history, mental well-being, physical ability, relationship status, sexual orientation, 
skin color, and socioeconomic standing. Together, we strive to love and serve our neighbor and all 
creation, including working toward racial and social justice. We would love to walk with you on this 
creative adventure* of faith, grace, and love.  
* The first sermon ever preached at Christ Lutheran was titled “A Call to Creative Adventure.”  
 

ABOUT WORSHP 
We gather to worship weekly to hear and remember our shared hope: the life, death, and resurrection of 
Christ makes all things new, even us. 
 

You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin, with hymns found in the red 
hymnals (“ELW”) in the seats in front of you. 
 

If you have a prayer request, note it on a yellow card from the seatback holder and pass it to an usher; the 
other side is for any information you would like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain 
seated as necessary during the service. 
  
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH! 
God’s people come in all shapes and sizes – it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are 
present!  Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a 
growing faith in a child’s life.  There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free 
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the 
back of the sanctuary as needed.  Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your 
children in worship is  multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!  
 

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP 
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The 
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110. 
 

RESTROOMS 
Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the 
all-gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East 
hallway, past the Welcome Center. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation.  The body 
and blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness 
because of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste 
of the fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the 
world.  All baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news.  If you have concerns, please speak to 
a church staff member. 

  

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the 
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance. 

 

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 
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In today’s first reading God invites all who are hungry or thirsty to receive food and drink without cost. 
Jesus feeds the hungry multitude and reveals the abundance of God. At the eucharistic table we remember 
all who are hungry or poor in our world today. As we share the bread of life, we are sent forth to give 
ourselves away as bread for the hungry. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 
PRELUDE     Prélude modal         Langlais  
     
WELCOME  
If you are joining us for the first time, welcome!  We’d love to meet you, or 
if there’s anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ 
Lutheran Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online 
(you can point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow 
Connection Card in the pew holders.   
 
Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer Request (on the 
backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher. 
 
If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for 
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is 
sufficient in one or both elements).    
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin to God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

 

 

 

https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833
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Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
 
Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Children:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
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GATHERING HYMN ELW #843      Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

God of compassion, 
whose heart goes out 
to the hungry and destitute; 
who takes our lack 
and transforms it into much: 
give us the bread that satisfies, 
the food without price, 
that our lives may be freed 
to share your overflowing love; 
through Jesus Christ, the breaker of bread. 
Amen. 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 

 

 WORD    
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME 
Children are invited for a time together. 
 

READING: Genesis 32:22-31 
Jacob wrestled all night with God, and when God wanted to get away as dawn was breaking, Jacob 
would not let God go until God had blessed him. Jacob’s name is changed to Israel to mark his new 
relationship with God as he enters the land. Jacob is astonished that he remains alive after seeing God 
face-to-face. 
 
22 [At night Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children 
and crossed the ford of the Jabbok.23 He took them and sent them across the stream, and 
likewise everything that he had. 24 Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him 
until daybreak. 25 When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him 
on the hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26 Then 
he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, 
unless you bless me.” 27 So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 
28 Then the man said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have 
striven with God and with humans and have prevailed.” 29 Then Jacob asked him, 
“Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there 
he blessed him. 30 So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to 
face, yet my life is preserved.” 31 The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping 
because of his hip. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 



 7 

 

PSALM 17:1-7, 15 
1 Hear a just cause, O Lord; give heed to my cry; 
listen to my prayer, which does not come from lying lips. 
2 Let my vindication come forth from your presence; 
let your eyes be fixed on justice. 
3 Examine my heart, visit me by night, 
melt me down; you will find no impurity in me. 
4 I have not regarded what others do; 
at the word of your lips I have avoided the ways of the violent.  
5 My footsteps hold fast to your well-worn path; 
and my feet do not slip. 
6 I call upon you, O God, for you will answer me; 
incline your ear to me and hear my words. 
7 Show me your marvelous lovingkindness, 
O Savior of those who take refuge at your right hand from those who rise against them. 
15 But at my vindication I shall see your face; 
when I awake, I shall be satisfied, beholding your likeness.  
 
READING: Romans 9:1-5 
This begins a new section in Paul’s letter in which he will deal with the place of Israel in God’s saving 
plan. He opens by highlighting how Israel’s heritage and legacy include being God’s children, having 
God’s covenants, being given God’s law, participating in worship of God, and receiving divine promises. 

 
1 I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the 
Holy Spirit 2 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish 
that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own brothers and 
sisters, my own flesh and blood. 4 They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, 
the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; 5 to them 
belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes the Christ, who is 
over all, God blessed forever. Amen. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 14:13-21 
After John the Baptist is murdered, Jesus desires a time of solitude. Still, his compassion for others will 
not allow him to dismiss those who need him, and he is moved to perform one of his greatest miracles. 

 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
13 Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist,] he withdrew from 
there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they 
followed him on foot from the towns. 14 When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd, 
and he had compassion for them and cured their sick. 15 When it was evening, the 
disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send 
the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” 16 
Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” 17 They 
replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” 18 And he said, “Bring 
them here to me.” 19 Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the 
five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and blessed and broke the loaves 
and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20 And all ate 
and were filled, and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets 
full. 21 And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children. 
  
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW #658  O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts  
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.                 
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APOSTLES’ CREED   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
  
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 
  

PRAYERS  
Our prayers draw on the Ecumencial Prayer Cycle and the Church’s calendar of 
Commemorations—further information is found each week at the end of the bulletin. 
With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God’s creation. 
A brief silence. 
For your church in every place, that it satisfies those who hunger for your word. Bless 
the ministry of readers, translators, Bible study leaders, and writers, that God’s word is 
broken open and shared with all. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For your wondrous creation and all the bounty it provides, that your creatures are fed 
and nourished. Bless the work of farmers, farmworkers, those who fish, and all whose 
labor brings your abundance to our tables. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For your children in every nation, that they learn to love justice and live in harmony. For 
peace and good governance for the land, people, and churches of the Republic of Congo, 
Gabon, Sao Tome and Principe, that all might flourish.  As this week we remember the 
atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, keep us mindful of the horrors of war; 
draw our hearts instead toward your reign of love, hope, and peace. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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For all who cry out with great sorrow and unceasing anguish, that they are comforted. 
Feed all who struggle with food insecurity; have mercy on all who are suffering in body, 
mind, and spirit. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
For this congregation, that it bears faithful witness to the abundance and joy of life in 
you. Bless all your faithful people gathered here, that they may become blessings for 
this community. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Holy Guide, we pray for our Little Lamb Preschool community, for Teri and Dani who 
teach the Outstanding Owls class, and for these students and their families: Damian, 
Dax, Dhru, Finn, Freddie, Greyson, Harper, Jack, Jorie, Kaden, Lynn, Madison, Maxine, 
Nicolo, Oakley, and Penelope.  Bless the students in their growth and learning, that they 
might know your love more and more each day; strengthen and equip their families in 
their calling to nurture your beloved children. Merciful God, 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
With thanksgiving for Dominic and all the faithful who now rest in your mercy, that 
their witness continues to inspire the church. By their example, may we trust your 
promises in life and in death. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the 
name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for 
those in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of 
peace with one another: Peace be with you! 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 

OFFERING 
This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world through 
the offerings of its members and guests.  Because offerings are never just 
about us, this month we are sharing a portion of your gifts with 1. Global 
Refuge (formerly Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service) 
www.globalrefuge.org 2. Lutheran Braille Workers (LBW) www.lbwinc.org  
  If you wish to give electronically, use the QR code or browse to our secure on-line 
portal at clcvalpo.org/give. 
 

http://www.globalrefuge.org/
https://www.lbwinc.org/
https://clcvalpo.org/give
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OFFERTORY     
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward. 

 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM:   And Can it Be?             Forrest 
 
And can it be? Amazing love, how can it be? And can it be that I should gain an interest 
in the Savior’s blood? Died He for me who caused his pain? For me who Him to death 
pursued? Amazing love! How can it be that thou my God, shouldst die for me? He left 
his father’s throne above, so free, so infinite His grace; emptied himself of all but love, 
and bled for Adam’s helpless race; ‘Tis mercy all, immense and free; For O my God it 
found out me. And can it be? No condemnation now I dread, Jesus and all in Him is 
mine! Alive in Him, my living head, and clothed in righteousness divine, bold I approach 
the eternal throne, and claim the crown through Christ my own.  
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Loving God, 
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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The pastor begins the prayer and all join in singing: 

 
SANCTUS 

(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus at the 
words "Blessed is he.") 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TABLE PRAYER 
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LORD’S PRAYER                                    
Children:  The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us: 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Heaven has come near. 
Come, share in the feast! 
Thanks be to God! 
 
The assembly is seated. 
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DISTRIBUTION 
 

The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune: 
 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen (receive the bread) 
 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen (receive the cup) 
 
In-person distribution:  When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to 
approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being 
dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored and Grape Juice is dark; they are received via 
individual cups in the trays. Used glasses are placed in the basket located near the 
ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to the server that you require 
this. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION HYMNS 
 
ELW #814 Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am (sung 4x, 4th time a cappella) 
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ELW #515 Break Now the Bread of Life 
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ELW #468 Around You, O Lord Jesus 
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After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues. 
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Compassionate God, 
through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
INVITATIONS 
The assembly is seated as brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s 
participation in God’s mission in the world. 

 
BLESSING 
God, who creates, redeems and sustains, 
bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN ELW #534 Savior, Again to Your Dear Name  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Children join the pastors to send us in mission. 
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DISMISSAL 
Children:  Go in peace, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE        Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness                  Roberts 
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Worship Leaders 9:30 a.m.  

Acolyte Sam Venstrom 

  

Lector Don MacMillan 

  

Prayer Assistant Sara Long 

  

Communion Assistants Phyllis Schroeder (Bread) 
Scott Steinwart 
Betty Luckett 
Sara Long 
Darla Hernandez 

  

Ushers Luke Venstrom 
Irene Adams 

  

Sound/Light Tony Reinhold 

  

Video/Livestream Joey Rodeck 

  

Pastor Rev. Angela Shannon  

  

Director of Music Ministries Brian Bartusch 

Worship Participants CLC TTBB Chorus 

  

Communion Baker Marilyn McGawn 
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COMMEMORATIONS 

Week of August 2, 2026 
 
August 8 
Dominic, founder of the Order of Preachers (Dominicans), died 1221 
Dominic was a Spanish priest who preached against the Albigensians, a heretical sect 
that held gnostic and dualistic beliefs. Dominic believed that a stumbling block to 
restoring heretics to the church was the wealth of clergy, so he formed an itinerant 
religious order, the Order of Preachers (Dominicans), who lived in poverty, studied 
philosophy and theology, and preached against heresy. The method of this order was to 
use kindness and gentle argument, rather than harsh judgment, to bring unorthodox 
Christians back to the fold. Dominic was opposed to burning Christians at the stake. 
Three times Dominic was offered the office of bishop, which he refused so that he could 
continue in his work of preaching. 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
This week we pray for the churches and people of Republic of Congo, Gabon, Sao 
Tome and Principe. 
 
We are thankful for: 
• wildlife and rainforests in these lands, and those who protect this habitat 
• the oral traditions, folklore, and good practices that have been preserved 
• rich minerals and economic development, although benefits need to be shared more 

fairly 
• healing from exploitative practices that began under colonial rule. 
 
We pray for: 
• democratic fair elections and political stability in this region 
• economic development that benefits all the people, especially those living in poverty 
• preservation of the wildlife and the land 
• the witness of the churches and other faith groups in the midst of the challenges. 
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The Rev. Angela Lynn Shannon 
 
Pastor Shannon, affectionately known as “Angie” hails from Gary, Indiana.  She will always 
consider home as she was shaped and formed by her parents, extended family and fictive 
kin.  This is the long way of saying she was raised by her parents and Gramma’ nem.  Being 
reared in Gary, a “Chocolate City” gave her the grounding to go out into the world as an 
empowered Black woman.  She was educated at Valparaiso University received a BA in 
1984.  This is where she encountered Lutheran theology.  Pastor Shannon’s axis shifted upon 
hearing the scandalous doctrine of Grace.  This is a testament to the power of God at work, 
because she heard it in an environment that was, at times, indifferent to hostile to African 
American students.   
 

She joined the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod in 1985 and was confirmed by Rev. Karl E. 
Lutze at the Chapel of the Resurrection at Valparaiso University.  A series of life changes both 
mundane but spectacularly numinous led her to pursue ordained ministry.  In 1996, She 
graduated from THEE Lutheran School of Theology.  She was an international Horizons Student 
Intern in Hyderabad in India.  She was the first woman to complete a pastoral internship which 
was, at the time, the 150 year history of the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church.  It was seeing 
a brown woman, in a nearly formed pastoral capacity which help set the stage for the ordination 
of women.  
 

Angela was ordained January 12, 1997 by Rev. Dr. Will Herzfeld (the former presiding bishop 
of the AELC, a predecessor body of the ELCA) making her the 37th African American woman 
ordained in the ELCA.  Brothers and sisters gathered at her ordination but especially the 
“sisteren.”  The Sisteren made sure that holy hands were laid on her in apostolic succession that 
traces to the Rev. Earlean Miller, the first African American woman whose memory we 
celebrate in the ELCA. 
 

Pastor Shannon has served small, medium and large congregations as she follows in obedience 
to God in her vocation.  She served sojourned briefly in seminary education to find her way her 
current call, All Saints Lutheran Church. 
 

Pastor Shannon, is the national vice president of the African Descent Lutheran Association. A 
Silver Star plus, member of Alpha Kappa Alpha, Sorority Inc., A member of the National 
Council of Negro Women, US Masters Swim and volunteer organizer with GirlTrek.  She is an 
Oblate of the Order of St. Benedict. 
 

A world traveler, she loves encountering God in different cultures.  Her favorite destination is 
outdoors.  She enjoys walking, camping, hiking, swimming and learning new skills.  In 2017, 
she hiked the last leg of the Camino de Santiago in Spain. 
 

https://66thsynod.org/bioangelashannon 


