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We welcome you to Christ Lutheran Church! We are a community of people  

sharing God’s love through Christ and growing together in faith. 
 

We celebrate all the ways we are made in the image of God, seeking to see God in everyone. We 
honor and respect each person’s age, ethnicity, family composition, gender identity, gender 
expression, life history, mental well-being, physical ability, relationship status, sexual orientation, 
skin color, and socioeconomic standing. Together, we strive to love and serve our neighbor and all 
creation, including working toward racial and social justice. We would love to walk with you on this 
creative adventure* of faith, grace, and love.  
* The first sermon ever preached at Christ Lutheran was titled “A Call to Creative Adventure.”  
 

ABOUT WORSHP 
We gather to worship weekly to hear and remember our shared hope: the life, death, and resurrection of 
Christ makes all things new, even us. 
 

You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin, with hymns found in the red 
hymnals (“ELW”) in the seats in front of you. 
 

If you have a prayer request, note it on a yellow card from the seatback holder and pass it to an usher; the 
other side is for any information you would like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain 
seated as necessary during the service. 
  
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH! 
God’s people come in all shapes and sizes – it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are 
present!  Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a 
growing faith in a child’s life.  There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free 
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the 
back of the sanctuary as needed.  Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your 
children in worship is  multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!  
 

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP 
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The 
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110. 
 

RESTROOMS 
Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the 
all-gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East 
hallway, past the Welcome Center. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation.  The body 
and blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness 
because of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste 
of the fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the 
world.  All baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news.  If you have concerns, please speak to 
a church staff member. 

  

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the 
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance. 

 

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 
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Today’s gospel begins with two disciples walking to Emmaus, overcome with sadness, loss, and 
disappointment. They had hoped Jesus, who was crucified, would be the one to redeem Israel! Yet the 
risen Christ walks with them and then opens their eyes in the breaking of the bread. Each Sunday our 
hearts burn within us as the scriptures are proclaimed and Christ appears to us as bread is broken and 
wine is poured. The story of Emmaus becomes the pattern of our worship each Lord’s day. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 
PRELUDE      Alleluia! Jesus is Risen! / Earth & All Stars      Burkhardt 
      
WELCOME  
If you are joining us for the first time, welcome!  We’d love to meet you, or 
if there’s anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ 
Lutheran Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online 
(you can point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow 
Connection Card in the pew holders.   
 
Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer Request (on the 
backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher. 
 
If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for 
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is 
sufficient in one or both elements).    
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne 
and to the Lamb! 
Amen. 
 
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 
 
 
 

https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833


 4 

 

Merciful God, 
you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 
You lead us beside still waters. 
We thank you for the waters of creation: 
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 
We thank you for the waters that nourish us: our Lake Michigan, Little Calumet and 
Kankakee Rivers, Salt Creek and all our local wetlands. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness 
who accompanies us on our journeys. 
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 
Break down barriers that divide us. 
Fill us with the breath of peace. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 
and for making us a new creation. 
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Children:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
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GATHERING HYMN ELW #377  Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen! 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

Lord of the gathering feast, 
you walk with us 
on the shadowed road: 
burn our hearts 
with scripture’s open flame; 
unveil our darkened eyes 
as bread is torn and shared 
and from the broken fragments 
bless a people for yourself; 
through Jesus Christ, the host of the world. 
Amen. 
 

 

 WORD    
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
The assembly is seated, children are invited forward for a time together. 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC:  Concertino No. 1 in C Major (Op. 7)                      Klengel 
                      (Andante)      
 
READING: Isaiah 51:1-6 
The enduring foundation of God’s salvation 

 1 Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, 
  you who seek the Lord. 
 Look to the rock from which you were hewn 
  and to the quarry from which you were dug. 
 2 Look to Abraham your father 
  and to Sarah, who bore you, 
 for he was but one when I called him, 
  but I blessed him and made him many. 
 3 For the Lord will comfort Zion; 
  he will comfort all her waste places 
 and will make her wilderness like Eden, 
  her desert like the garden of the Lord; 
 joy and gladness will be found in her, 
  thanksgiving and the voice of song. 
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 4 Listen to me, my people, 
  and give heed to me, my nation, 
 for a teaching will go out from me 
  and my justice for a light to the peoples. 
 5 I will bring near my deliverance swiftly; 
  my salvation has gone out, 
  and my arms will rule the peoples; 
 the coastlands wait for me, 
  and for my arm they hope. 
 6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens 
  and look at the earth beneath, 
 for the heavens will vanish like smoke, 
  the earth will wear out like a garment, 
  and those who live on it will die like gnats, 
 but my salvation will be forever, 
  and my deliverance will never be ended. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 34: 1-10 
The congregation is invited to sing the psalm refrain when indicated (R). Verses will be 
chanted alternately by the leader and the people. 
 
Refrain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tone 
 
 
 
 
 
I will bless the Lord | at all times; 
 the praise of God shall ever be | in my mouth. 
2I will glory | in the Lord; 
 let the lowly hear | and rejoice.  R 
3Proclaim with me the greatness | of the Lord; 
 let us exalt God's | name together. 
4I sought the Lord, who | answered me 
 and delivered me from | all my terrors. 
5Look upon the Lord | and be radiant, 
 and let not your faces | be ashamed. 
6I called in my affliction, and | the Lord heard me 
 and saved me from | all my troubles.  R 
7The angel of the Lord encamps around those who | fear the Lord 
 and de- | livers them. 
8Taste and see that the | Lord is good; 
 happy are they who take ref- | uge in God! 
9Fear the Lord, you saints | of the Lord, 
 for those who fear the | Lord lack nothing. 
10The lions are in want and | suffer hunger, 
 but those who seek the Lord lack nothing | that is good.  R 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL: Luke 24:13-35 
The colorful story of Jesus’ appearance to two disciples on the road to Emmaus answers the question of 
how Jesus is to be recognized among us. Here, he is revealed through the scriptures and in the breaking 
of bread. 

 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
13 Now on that same day two [disciples] were going to a village called Emmaus, about 
seven miles from Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each other about all these things that had 
happened. 15 While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went 
with them, 16 but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, 
“What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, 
looking sad. 18 Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you 
the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there 
in these days?” 19 He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus 
of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 
20 and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and 
crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and 
besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. 22 Moreover, some 
women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 23 and 
when they did not find his body there they came back and told us that they had indeed 
seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us 
went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see him.” 25 
Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are and how slow of heart to believe all that 
the prophets have declared! 26 Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these 
things and then enter into his glory?” 27 Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, 
he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. 
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  28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he 
were going on. 29 But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is 
almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. 30 
When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to 
them. 31 Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him, and he vanished from 
their sight. 32 They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he 
was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” 33 That same 
hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem, and they found the eleven and their 
companions gathered together. 34 They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he 
has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they told what had happened on the road and how he 
had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  ACS #939 Touch That Soothes and Heals 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.                 
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NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS  
Our prayers draw on the Ecumencial Prayer Cycle and the Church’s calendar of 
Commemorations—further information is found each week at the end of the bulletin. 
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us 
pray for the needs of all creation. 
A brief silence. 
Living Savior, just as you journeyed with the disciples to Emmaus, accompany us on our 
journey of faith. Gather us at your table, that we recognize you in the breaking of the 
bread. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Almighty God, you provide for the needs of all creation. Bless the fields that are being 
prepared for planting, and send favorable weather so that the soil may yield an abundant 
harvest. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
God of justice, where leaders abuse power, confront them and call them to repentance. 
Where there is corruption, bring integrity; where there is violence, sow peace. Give hope 
and resilience to the churches and people of Belarus, Moldova, Russia, and Ukraine. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Healing Savior, your resurrection brings hope to a hurting world. Heal those who are sick. 
Strengthen the weary, give courage to the despairing, and comfort the dying. Merciful 
God, 
receive our prayer. 
Gracious One, you have made us your own through the gift of baptism. Unite us in 
genuine love for one another and uphold this community in your name. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Eternal Light, we give thanks for Olavus Petri, Laurentius Petri, Anselm, Toyohiko 
Kagawa, Mark, and all who have nurtured your church’s life in ages past. Bring us at last 
with them to the brightness of your glorious presence. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new 
life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
Amen. 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for 
those in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of 
peace with one another: Peace be with you! 

 
MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
 

OFFERING 
This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world 
through the offerings of its members and guests.  Because offerings are 
never just about us, this month we are sharing a portion of your gifts with 
CoAction coaction.care. 
  If you wish to give electronically, use the QR code or browse to our 
secure on-line portal at clcvalpo.org/give. 
 
OFFERTORY  (8:00 am):  Allegretto (from Sonata No. 1)       Naumann 
                                                   (originally for Glass Harmonica) 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM (10:30 am):  Now Let Us All Praise God & Sing         Young 
 
Now let us all praise God and sing our great Redeemer’s praise; that we may all with 
one accord our joyful voices raise. Sing Alleluia! All ye servants of the Lord, praise Him 
forever; Sing Jehovah’s mighty power, praise Him forever. Sing of His righteousness, 
praise Him forever. 
     
OFFERING PRAYER 
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward. 
 

Merciful God, 
accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 
when we will hunger and thirst no more. 
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 
that goodness and mercy may follow us 
and bless the world you love. 
In the name of Jesus, 
Amen. 

https://clcvalpo.org/give
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The pastor begins the prayer and all join in singing: 

 
SANCTUS 

(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus at the 
words "Blessed is he.") 
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TABLE PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER                                    
Children:  The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the table of new life. 
Receive the risen Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
 

The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune: 
 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen (receive the bread) 
 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen (receive the cup) 
 
In-person distribution:  When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp 
to approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being 
dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored and Grape Juice is dark; they are received via 
individual cups in the trays. Used glasses are placed in the basket located near the 
ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to the server that you 
require this. 
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LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION HYMNS  
 
ELW #491 Come, Let Us Eat 
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ELW #499 O Lord, We Praise You 
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After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues. 
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Holy One, 
through this meal you have made your home among us 
and are making all things new. 
Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, 
to love our enemies, 
and to bring your healing to the nations. 
In the name of Jesus, 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
INVITATIONS 
The assembly is seated as brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s 
participation in God’s mission in the world. 

 
BLESSING 
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, 
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN ELW #501 Come With Us, O Blessed Jesus 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children join the pastors to send us in mission. 
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DISMISSAL 
Children:  Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE             Allen Menschen Müssen Sterben       J.S. Bach 
       (BWV 643)   
 
  

Worship Leaders 8:00 a.m.  10:30 a.m.  
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Kathy Sutherland 

Phil Hahn 

   

Ushers Irene Adams  
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Pastors Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr 
Rev. Erica Gibson-Even 
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Lena Gibson-Even, cello 
, cantor 
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COMMEMORATIONS 
Week of April 19, 2026 

 
April 19 ~ Olavus Petri, priest, died 1552; Laurentius Petri, Bishop of Uppsala, 
died 1573; renewers of the church 
These two brothers studied with Luther at the University of Wittenberg and then 
returned to their native Sweden to introduce the Lutheran reforms. Olavus published a 
catechism and hymnal; Laurentius was a professor who defended the office of bishop 
and later became one. 
April 21 ~ Anselm, Bishop of Canterbury, died 1109 
This eleventh-century monk was one of the greatest theologians of the Middle Ages. He 
is remembered for emphasizing the maternal aspects of God, and for the theory that the 
Son of God became human in order to make the necessary payment for our sin. 
April 23 ~ Toyohiko Kagawa, renewer of society, died 1960 
Born in Kobe, Japan, Kagawa was orphaned as a young child. Later, when he became 
Christian, he was disowned by the rest of his family. Wishing to bring Christian 
principles into society, he worked among poor people, established schools and 
hospitals, and worked for peace. 
April 25 ~ Mark, Evangelist 
He was not numbered among the twelve apostles, yet Mark was probably a member of 
the early church community. The gospel that bears his name is the shortest and most 
direct, and many scholars think it was the first to be written. 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
This week we pray for the churches and people of Belarus, Moldova, Russia, Ukraine 
 
We give thanks for: 

• the distinctive icons, art, literature and music that have come from this area 

• the faithful witness of churches under the reign of Communism, and their 
 revitalization since then, after decades of official atheism 

• all those who help to alleviate the suffering of people due to the Russia's war against 
 Ukraine and who try to counteract and overcome divisions 

• those who work for democracy and openness in government. 
 
We pray for: 

• guidance, as these nations work to reconfigure political and economic structures 

• compassion and integrity for all peoples in these nations with such diverse ethnic 
 histories 

• those who suffer from alcoholism, HIV and AIDS, tuberculosis and other life-
 threatening diseases 

• the large numbers of people who now live in poverty and are unemployed 

• those in Belarus and Ukraine who suffer from the continued effects of the 
 Chernobyl nuclear disaster 
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The Way of Resurrection 

 
In some Bibles the subheading for today’s gospel reading is “The Road to Emmaus.” 
Although this is a suitable description, we could also call it “The Way to Emmaus.” On 
the road or way to Emmaus, two disciples encounter the risen Christ. Notice that as 
Jesus accompanies them, he meets them where they are, holds their heartache, questions 
their assumptions, challenges their perspectives, and ultimately guides them deep into 
God’s word. All this happens on the way! 
 
Only one of the two companions on the way with Jesus is named: Cleopas. Why is the 
other disciple’s identity a mystery? Luke may be using a clever storytelling device, one 
designed for readers to see themselves as part of the narrative. In that case, you may be 
the unnamed disciple in this Jesus story! (Aren’t we all disciples on the way, 
accompanied by Jesus on the journey of Easter faith?) 
 
Eventually, after Jesus blesses and breaks bread at a meal, the two disciples finally 
recognize him. Their hearts are kindled with faith and activated by the word of God 
encountered on the way with Jesus. It is no surprise that they hit the road again, racing 
back to Jerusalem to tell the others what just happened on the way. 
 
From the very beginning, the way of faith in Christ has been a movement of resurrection 
promise. This movement has never stopped sharing the grace and love of God with 
everyone it encounters along the way. We are called to join this movement, with all our 
heartaches, assumptions, and misunderstandings. We are not people with all the 
answers, but sojourners or pilgrims on the way. 


