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We welcome you to Christ Lutheran Church! We are a community of people
sharing God’s love through Christ and growing together in faith.

We celebrate all the ways we are made in the image of God, seeking to see God in everyone. We honor
and respect each person’s age, ethnicity, family composition, gender identity, gender expression, life
history, mental well-being, physical ability, relationship status, sexual orientation, skin color, and
socioeconomic standing. Together, we strive to love and serve our neighbor and all creation, including
working toward racial and social justice. We would love to walk with you on this creative adventure* of
faith, grace, and love.

* The first sermon ever preached at Christ Lutheran was titled “A Call to Creative Adventure.’

ABOUT WORSHP
We gather to worship weekly to hear and remember our shared hope: the life, death, and resurrection of
Christ makes all things new, even us.
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You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin, with hymns found in the red
hymnals (“ELW”) in the seats in front of you.

If you have a prayer request, note it on a yellow card from the seatback holder and pass it to an usher; the
other side is for any information you would like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated
as necessary during the service.

CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH!

God’s people come in all shapes and sizes — it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are
present! Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a
growing faith in a child’s life. There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and quiet room at the back
of the sanctuary as needed. Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in
worship is multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110.

RESTROOMS

Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the all-
gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East hallway,
past the Welcome Center.

HOLY COMMUNION

Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation. The body and
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because
of his death and resurrection. Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the
fullness of God's coming kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world. All
baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table.

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news. If you have concerns, please speak to
a church staff member.

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entranceto the
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance.

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services.




Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is the story of the man born blind
healed by Christ. “I was blind, now I see,” declares the man. In baptism God opens our eyes to see the
truth of who we are: God'’s beloved children. As David was anointed king of Israel, in baptism God
anoints our head with oil, and calls us to bear witness to the light of Christ in our daily lives.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

PRELUDE Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed arr. Bettcher

WELCOME

If you are joining us for the first time, welcome! We’d love to meet you,
or if there’s anything you 'd like to know about the ministry of Christ :
Lutheran Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online &
(vou can point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow m&- ,
Connection Card in the pew holders. . I

Prayer requests can be posted to the live chat or use a yellow Prayer Request (on the
backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher.

If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is
sufficient in one or both elements).
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https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer-cy.
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0
| " A
5
P p— ol
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Children: This is the day that the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it!

PRAYER OF THE DAY
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

Creator and Healer,

root of all goodness,
working your Sabbath will
in the chaos of our life:
teach us the insight

that gives true judgement
and praises you

wherever you are found,
making miracles

from spit and mud,
through Jesus Christ, the Son of earth.
Amen.

The assembly is seated .

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

HANDBELL ANTHEM: Keep Me Near the Cross

CHILDREN’S TIME

Children are invited for a time together.

arr. Sherman



PSALM 23
The congregation is invited to sing the psalm refrain when indicated (R). Verses will be
chanted alternately by the leader and the people.

Refrain
0 | . ,
| N |
P | P 1/ | | | |
13 : ] F e - — z P ==
J ! , , o =
You have a - noint - ed my head with oil.
Psalm Tone
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The LORD ! is my shepherd;
I shall not | be in want.
*The LORD makes me lie down ' in green pastures
and leads me be- ! side still waters.
3You restore my 'soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways | for your name's sake.
*Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they fcomfort me. R
>You prepare a table before me in the presence! of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is ' running over.
SSurely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days ' of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the ' LORD forever. R

READING: Ephesians 5:8-14

Because we now live in the divine light which is Jesus Christ, we conduct our lives in ways that reflect the
light of Christ, so that our activity is truly pleasing to God.

® Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Walk as children of light,’
for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. '’ Try to find out
what is pleasing to the Lord. ' Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness; rather,
expose them. '“ For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly, '~ but
everything exposed by the light becomes visible, ' for everything that becomes visible is
light. Therefore it says,

“Sleeper, awake!

Rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.
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Save us as you prom - ised; we will trust your word.

GOSPEL: John 9:1-41

Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as spiritual blindness to the
things of God.

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

' As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. * His disciples asked him,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” * Jesus answered,
“Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be
revealed in him. * We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is
coming, when no one can work. ~ As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the
world.” ® When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and
spread the mud on the man’s eyes, ' saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of

Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. * The
neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the
man who used to sit and beg?” ’ Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No,
but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am he.” '’ But they kept asking him,
“Then how were your eyes opened?” ' He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud,
spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed
and received my sight.” '* They said to him, “Where is he?”” He said, “I do not know.”

" They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. " Now it was a
Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. '~ Then the Pharisees also
began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my
eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” '“Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not



from God, for he does not observe the Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is a
sinner perform such signs?”” And they were divided. '’ So they said again to the blind
man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a
prolghet

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they
called the parents of the man who had received his sight " and asked them, “Is this your
son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see‘?” * His parents answered,
“We know that this is our son and that he was born blind, *' but we do not know how it is
that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will
speak for himself.” ** His parents said this because they were afrald of the Jews, for the
Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put
out of the synagogue. ~ Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

**So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him,
“Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” ” He answered, “I do not know
whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see”” *° They
said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27 He answered them,
“I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do
you also want to become his disciples?” * “* Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his
disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. *’ We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as
for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” *’ The man answered, “Here i is an
astonishing thlng' You do not know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes.”' We
know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does hsten to one who worships him and
obeys his will. * Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the
eyes of a person born blind. ~~ If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.”

They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?”
And they drove him out.

* Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him he said, “Do you
believe in the Son of Man?” ** He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may
believe in him.” *’ Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you
is he.” ** He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped h1m ’ Jesus said, “I came into this
world for Judgment so that those who do not see may see and those who do see may
become blind.” *’ Some of the Pharisees who were with him heard this and said to him,
“Surely we are not blind, are we?” "' Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would
not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,” your sin remains.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon.



HYMN OF THE DAY ACS #1014 When We Must Bear Persistent Pain
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.
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1 When we must bear per - sis - tent pain and suf - fer
2 Sup - port us as we learn new ways to care for
3 We thank you for the bet - ter days when we may
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use.

PRAYERS

Our prayers draw on the Ecumenical Prayer Cycle and the Church’s calendar of
Commemorations. Further information is found each week at the end of the bulletin.
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world
and its needs.

A brief silence.

God, our shepherd, we pray that you guide the church. Lead Christians in our
community and across the globe in right paths for your name’s sake. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God our provider, we cry out for this planet and the life it holds. Rescue endangered
animals and plants, preserve threatened ecosystems, and save creatures from natural
disasters. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God our sovereign, we plead for your peace on earth. Bring an end to war and violence,
and raise up leaders in governments, courts, businesses, schools, and community
organizations who seek goodness and mercy. This week we pray for the churches and
people of Denmark, Faroe Islands, Finland, Greenland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

10



God our healer, we call to you in our need. Uplift all who are made to feel unimportant
and transform the hearts of all infected by bigotry and prejudice. Care for all in special
need this day. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God our friend, we praise you for the diversity of people among us. Awaken us to share
and receive the gifts we each possess, and stir up a spirit of understanding, celebration,
and welcome for all, especially Patrick, Joseph and Thomas Cranmer. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God our home, we thank you for all who have died and completed their baptismal
journeys. Grant us faith to live until we too dwell in your house forever.

Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.

Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the live chat, and
for those in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of
peace with one another: Peace be with you!

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ
OFFERING
This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world E . E

through the participation and support of its members and guests. Because
offerings are never just about us, this month we are sharing a portion of
your gifts for the Lutheran Diaconal Association www.thelda.org. E
If you wish to give electronically, use the QR code, browse to our secure
on-line portal at clevalpo.org/give or use our CLC app (download at clcvalpo.org/app).

OFFERTORY Jesus Comes Today with Healing Blersch
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward.

O God, maker of heaven and earth,

your steadfast love embraces all creation.

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth
and bring forth its bounty.

Through these gifts of bread and wine,

draw us into the death and life of your Son,
who calls us to bear witness to his saving work.
We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The pastor continues the prayer then all join in singing:
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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SANCTUS
(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus
at the words "Blessed is he.")
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TABLE PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER

Children: The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table.

Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.

Thanks be to God!

DISTRIBUTION

The assembly is seated. The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune:

The body of Christ, given for you.
Amen (receive the bread)

The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen (receive the cup)

In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to
approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being

server that you require this.

LAMB OF GOD
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Lamb of God, you

take a-way the sin

of the world; have mer - cy on
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take a - way the sin of the world; grant us peace.
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COMMUNION HYMNS

ACS #963  Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior
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1 Je - sus Christ, our bless - ed Sav - ior,
2 Christ  says, “Come, that you may ev - er
3 This be - lieve with  faith un - shak - en:
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bear - ing fruit in love for neigh - bor.
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bear - ing bit - ter grief and pain,
Take this bread, my bod - y; dine.
by all those  with hearts dis - tressed,
There is noth - ing you can do
Those you  serve can taste from you
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My blood I give for you in wine.”
by all who yeamn for peace and  rest.
to earn this mer - Cy; take it new.”
what won - ders  God in love will do.
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ELW #793  Be Thou My Vision
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
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thou my best  thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and  thou my high tow’r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first in  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak -ing or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’'n - ward, O Pow’r of my POW’T.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou art.
still be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.

After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
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SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

INVITATIONS
The assembly is seated as brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s

participation in God’s mission in the world.

BLESSING

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:

God, who calls all things into existence,

Jesus Christ, who redeems us,

and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,
++ bless you now and always.

Amen.
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SENDING HYMN ELW #324

In the Cross of Christ I Glory
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Children join the pastors to send us in mission.
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DISMISSAL
Children: Go in peace. Believe the good news.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE Jesu, Priceless Treasure J.S. Bach

As worship concludes we move to the Gathering Place, where we are invited to greet one
another and share in fellowship.
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Communion Baker

8:00 a.m.

Luke Ridley

Kelly and Melanie Kratz

Jorunn Scheiderich

Kathy Sutherland
Grace Basich

Vickie Copeland
Gregg Copeland

Sam Venstrom

Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr
Rev. Erica Gibson-Even

Brian Bartusch

Celebration Ringers Handbell Ensemble

Madeline Fry

Marilyn McGawn

10:30 a.m.
Noah Delesus

Roy Summerville

Roy Summerville

Susan Rodeck
Joey Rodeck

Tony Reinhold
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Ecumenical Prayer Cycle
This week we pray for the churches and people of Denmark, Faroe Islands, Finland,
Greenland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden

We are thankful for:

e the spectacular beauty of the changing landscape of forests, lakes, mountains and
glaciers

e churches that are advocating and implementing measures to redress climate change
that is dramatic here and throughout the world

e those who have opened their doors and hearts to people migrating to these lands
e the support for justice, peace and interfaith work that comes from these countries.

We pray for:

the poor and marginalized who struggle in these rich countries

personal and investment practices that support environmental sustainability
growing openness to becoming more multi-ethnic, multi-faith societies

those who are affluent that they will contribute to making the world and their
societies more just for all.

e a Church that is prepared to be a voice in the struggle for indigenous people rights.

COMMEMORATIONS
Week of March 15, 2026

March 17

Patrick, bishop, missionary to Ireland, died 461

A native of Britain, Patrick was kidnapped by pirates at age sixteen and sold into slavery
in Ireland. After a few years, he escaped, returned home, and entered the ministry.
Returning to Ireland, he successfully served as a bishop and missionary there.

March 19

Joseph, Guardian of Jesus

Though the Bible tells us little about the husband of Jesus’ mother Mary, we know that
he was a carpenter or builder by trade. He is also shown as being devoted both to God
and to Mary and Jesus. It is assumed that he died before Jesus became an adult.

March 21

Thomas Cranmer, Bishop of Canterbury, martyr, died 1556

Cranmer’s lasting achievement is contributing to and overseeing the creation of the
Book of Common Prayer, which remains (in revised form) the worship book of the
Anglican Communion. He was burned at the stake under Queen Mary for his support of
the Protestant Reformation.
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Unbelievable!

This story from the Gospel of John captures the religious leadership in Jerusalem in a
struggle to understand this Jesus who restores sight to a person born blind. This
miraculous healing is so unbelievable, so contrary to the leaders’ understanding, that
they reject it altogether, even accusing the man of lying. Their quest for a certainty that
feels familiar forces them to reject the miracle in front of them and closes them off to a
greater truth—that the Messiah has come in Christ Jesus.

Certainty and its pursuit often disrupt our ability to see reality, which is at its core a
mystery. Mystery in the Christian tradition refers to that deep truth that surpasses our
understanding, as in the doctrine of the Holy Trinity or the efficacy of the sacraments.
We know them as true, but not how or why they are so. Mysteries transcend the world
of certainty, and our efforts to possess certainty, like those of the religious leaders in
John 9, can cut us off from something miraculous happening right in front of us.

How much conflict and division in our church and in our world is amplified by our
pursuit of certainty? How many possibilities have we missed in our commitment to the
way things are? How often in our pursuit of certainty do we use it to hoard power and
keep others on the outside looking in? Certainty is the enemy of community because it
rejects the very notion that God may be doing a new thing.

Embracing mystery in our life of faith looks like learning to say “I don’t know,”
“Maybe,” and “What if . . . 77 It asks us to let go of our need to control and understand,
and to trust God’s promises more than our evidence. Mystery requires a posture of
humility and curiosity, a willingness to look for God in inexplicable and unbelievable
places and events. After all, we preach Christ crucified (1 Corinthians 1:23), an
unbelievable notion if ever there was one.
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