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We welcome you to Christ Lutheran Church! We are a community of people  
sharing God’s love through Christ and growing together in faith. 

 

We celebrate all the ways we are made in the image of God, seeking to see God in everyone. We honor 
and respect each person’s age, ethnicity, family composition, gender identity, gender expression, life 
history, mental well-being, physical ability, relationship status, sexual orientation, skin color, and 
socioeconomic standing. Together, we strive to love and serve our neighbor and all creation, including 
working toward racial and social justice. We would love to walk with you on this creative adventure* of 
faith, grace, and love.  
* The first sermon ever preached at Christ Lutheran was titled “A Call to Creative Adventure.”  
 

ABOUT WORSHP 
We gather to worship weekly to hear and remember our shared hope: the life, death, and resurrection of 
Christ makes all things new, even us. 
 

You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin, with hymns found in the red 
hymnals (“ELW”) in the seats in front of you. 
 

If you have a prayer request, note it on a yellow card from the seatback holder and pass it to an usher; the 
other side is for any information you would like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated 
as necessary during the service. 
  
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH! 
God’s people come in all shapes and sizes – it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are 
present!  Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a 
growing faith in a child’s life.  There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free 
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the back 
of the sanctuary as needed.  Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in 
worship is  multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!  
 

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP 
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The 
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110. 
 

RESTROOMS 
Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the all-
gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East hallway, 
past the Welcome Center. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation.  The body and 
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because 
of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the 
fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world.  All 
baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news.  If you have concerns, please speak to 
a church staff member. 

  

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the 
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance. 

 

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 



 3 

 

Today’s texts offer instruction and encouragement for all who are occasionally overwhelmed by the 
“unhappy business” of life. Jesus urges us to take care and be on guard against all kinds of greed. We 
who have died with Christ in holy baptism have also been raised with him and are encouraged to elevate 
our thinking, seeking the “things that are above.” To that end we seek the sustenance of the Lord’s 
supper and the encouragement of God’s word. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 
PRELUDE             A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing           Wayne Wold  
    
WELCOME 
If you are joining us for the first time, welcome!  We’d love to meet you, 
or if there’s anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ 
Lutheran Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online 
(you can point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow 
Connection Card in the pew holders.   
 

Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer 
Request (on the backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher. 
 

If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for 
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is 
sufficient in one or both elements).    
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                                        p. 94-96 (left column) 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation,  
come to the help of your people, 
turning us from our sin 
to live for you alone.  
Give us the power of your Holy Spirit 
that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness,  
and grow into the fullness 
of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833
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Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess  
that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done  
and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you 
with our whole heart;  
we have not loved  
our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  
so that we may delight in your will  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God,  
Jesus Christ was given to die for us,  
and for his sake  
God forgives us all our sins.  
As a called and ordained minister  
of the church of Christ,  
and by his authority,  
I therefore declare to you  
the entire forgiveness of all your sins,  
in the name of the Father,  

and of the ☩ Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Children:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 
GATHERING HYMN  ELW #393   A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing! 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Lord of abundance, 
you demand our life 
entire and whole: 
lead us out  
from prisons of greed 
to a place of riches 
uncontained and always new;  
through Jesus Christ, our common wealth. 
Amen. 
 

WORD    
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
The assembly is seated as children come forward for a time together.  
 

READING: Hosea 11:1-11 
Hosea compares God’s love for Israel to the love parents have for their children. Whether teaching 
toddlers to walk or dealing with a child’s rebellion, good parents continue to love their children as they try 
to lead them to life. In the same way, God’s love will not let Israel go. 

 
 1 When Israel was a child, I loved him, 
  and out of Egypt I called my son. 
 2 The more I called them, 
  the more they went from me; 
 they kept sacrificing to the Baals, 
  and offering incense to idols. 
 
 3 Yet it was I who taught Ephraim to walk, 
  I took them up in my arms; 
  but they did not know that I healed them. 
 4 I led them with cords of human kindness, 
  with bands of love. 
 I was to them like those 
  who lift infants to their cheeks. 
  I bent down to them and fed them. 
 
 5 They shall return to the land of Egypt, 
  and Assyria shall be their king, 
  because they have refused to return to me. 
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 6 The sword rages in their cities, 
  it consumes their oracle-priests, 
  and devours because of their schemes. 
 7 My people are bent on turning away from me. 
  To the Most High they call, 
  but he does not raise them up at all. 
 
 8 How can I give you up, Ephraim? 
  How can I hand you over, O Israel? 
 How can I make you like Admah? 
  How can I treat you like Zeboiim? 
 My heart recoils within me; 
  my compassion grows warm and tender. 
 9 I will not execute my fierce anger; 
  I will not again destroy Ephraim; 
 for I am God and no mortal, 
  the Holy One in your midst, 
  and I will not come in wrath. 
 
 10 They shall go after the Lord, 
  who roars like a lion; 
 when he roars, 
  his children shall come trembling from the west. 
 11 They shall come trembling like birds from Egypt, 
  and like doves from the land of Assyria; 
  and I will return them to their homes, says the Lord. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 107:1-9, 43 
1 Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good, 
  for God’s mercy endures forever. 
2 Let the redeemed of the Lord proclaim 
  that God redeemed them from the hand of the foe, 
3 gathering them in from the lands; 
  from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south. 
4 Some wandered in desert wastes; 
  they found no path to a city where they might dwell. 
5 They were hungry and thirsty; 
  their spirits languished within them. 
 



 8 

 

6 Then in their trouble they cried to the Lord, 
  and you delivered them from their distress.  
7 You led them on a straight path 
  to go to a city where they might dwell. 
8 Let them give thanks to you, Lord, for your steadfast love 
  and your wonderful works for all people. 
9 For you satisfy the thirsty soul 
  and fill the hungry with good things. 
43 Whoever is wise will ponder these things, 
  and consider well the Lord’s steadfast love.  
 
READING:  Colossians 3:1-11 
Life in Christ includes a radical reorientation of our values. Just as the newly baptized shed their old 
clothes and put on new garments, so Christians are called to let go of greed and take hold of a life shaped 
by God’s love in Christ. 
 
1 So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on things 
that are on earth, 3 for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When 
Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 
  5 Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion, evil 
desire, and greed (which is idolatry). 6 On account of these the wrath of God is coming on 
those who are disobedient. 7 These are the ways you also once followed, when you were 
living that life. 8 But now you must get rid of all such things—anger, wrath, malice, 
slander, and abusive language from your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, seeing that 
you have stripped off the old self with its practices 10 and have clothed yourselves with 
the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. 
11 In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, 
barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all! 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION          p. 171 
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 
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GOSPEL: Luke 12:13-21 
In God’s reign, the “rich will be sent away empty.” Jesus uses a parable to warn against identifying the 
worth of one’s life with the value of one’s possessions rather than one’s relationship with God. 

 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
13 Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family 
inheritance with me.” 14 But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or 
arbitrator over you?” 15 And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all 
kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” 16 Then 
he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly. 17 And he thought 
to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ 18 Then he said, ‘I 
will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my 
grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for 
many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 20 But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very 
night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will 
they be?’ 21 So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich 
toward God.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  ACS #927  Christ Is the Life 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 



 11 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED                                p. 105 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 

 
PRAYERS 
Our prayers draw on the Ecumenical Prayer Cycle and the Church’s calendar of Commemorations.  
Further information is found each week at the end of the bulletin. 
In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church and pray 
for the needs of the world. 
A brief silence. 
Renew in your church a perspective of life beyond worldly pursuits. Build an enthusiasm to 
embrace life in Christ, so that Christ, the life of the world, is revealed to everyone.  
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Revitalize and protect the treasures of wild places. Teach all people to value the earth, 
winds, waters, trees, and animals, the gifts that make life possible on this planet.  
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Speak wisdom to any in positions of power, that they cease practices of divisiveness, insult, 
and oppression. Clothe all people in your image, and establish equity and peace. In the 
Republic of Congo, Gabon, Sao Tome and Principe, bless the ministries of churches; grant 
good governance and protect fragile ecosystems.  God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
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Reveal your loving presence in the lives of people suffering hunger and need, illness and 
grief, pain and fear. Give strength to those who give care, and equip them with 
compassion as they make your love known. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Store up in this congregation a full measure of gratitude and generosity. Guide the work 
of treasurers and all who attend to financial matters. Support those whose work in our 
community is difficult and demanding; make us mindful of the toil that goes unnoticed. 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Receive our thanks for the lives of your saints who now rest from their labors, especially 
Dominic. Give us wisdom through their witness and encourage us in love as we continue 
our lives in the world. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name of 
Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for 
those in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of 
peace with one another: Peace be with you! 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 
OFFERING 

This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world through 
the participation and support of its members and guests.  
 If you wish to give electronically, use the QR code, browse to our 
secure on-line portal at clcvalpo.org/give or use our CLC app (download 
at clcvalpo.org/app). 
 
OFFERTORY      Sanctify Us by Your Goodness     J. S. Bach (arr. by Samuel Metzger) 
             
 
 
 
 

https://clcvalpo.org/give
https://subsplash.com/christlutheranchurch-val/app
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OFFERING HYMN ELW #185 Create in Me a Clean Heart 
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING                 p. 172 
 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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The pastor continues the prayer then all join in singing: 
 

SANCTUS                     p. 173 
(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus  
at the words "Blessed is he.") 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TABLE PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  (pray whichever version you prefer)              p. 173 
   
                                
Children:  The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
The assembly is seated. The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune: 
 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen (receive the bread) 
 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen (receive the cup) 
 
In-person distribution:  When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to 
approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being 
dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored and Grape Juice is dark; wine is received either by 
Common Cup or from individual cups in the trays. Used glasses are placed in the 
basket located near the ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to the 
server that you require this. 
 
LAMB OF GOD                  p. 174 
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COMMUNION MUSIC  ACS #978  God Welcomes All (sung 4x) 
 
 
 
 

ELW #515 Break Now the Bread of Life 
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ACS #1062 Build a Longer Table 

 
After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues. 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Mothering God, 
you gathered us to your table 
and we drank deeply of your grace. 
Send us out by your Spirit 
to love our neighbors as ourselves 
and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
INVITATIONS 
The assembly is seated as brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s 
participation in God’s mission in the world. 
 
BLESSING 
The love of God abound in you; 
the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; 
and the life of the Spirit 

☩ bless you and give you peace. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN   ELW #650 In Christ There Is No East or West 

 
Children join the pastors to send us in mission. 

 
 

DISMISSAL  
Children: Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE                      Postlude for Organ    Fanny Mendelssohn (Hensel)  
  

As worship concludes we move to the Gathering Place, where we are invited to greet one 
another and share in fellowship. 
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Worship Leaders 
 

 9:30 a.m.   
Acolyte Lukas Graber 
 
Lector Gail Lutze     
 
Prayer Assistant   Paige Reichardt 
 
Communion Assistants  Sara Long 
     Phil Hahn 
 
Ushers     The Bull Family 
      
Sound/Light    Lance Nolting 
 
Video/Livestream       Zach Wehner    
 
Pastors     Rev. Kate Museus     
 
Guest Organist   Dr. John Bernthal 
 
Communion Baker   Marilyn McGawn 
 
 
 
Rev. Katherine (Kate) Museus, University Pastor    
Pastor Katherine Museus joined the Chapel of the Resurrection team in January 2021 after 
years of feeling a call to campus ministry. It’s been thrilling for her to find her place at a 
university with such a lively and diverse worship life – how cool to be offered daily 
opportunities for reconnecting with God and taking time for holy rest!  Before coming to 
Valpo, Kate served for five years as the associate pastor of St. Andrew Lutheran Church in 
Franklin, TN. 
 
Dr. John Bernthal received his Bachelor of Music degree in organ and church music from 
Valparaiso University, his Masters of Music degree in organ performance from the Eastman 
School of Music, and his DMA from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. 
 
He has served as organist and choirmaster in churches in New York, Texas, and Illinois, and 
in 1984 he joined the music faculty at Valparaiso University where he taught music theory 
and organ, and also served as the Associate University Organist. 
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Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
 
This week we pray for the churches and people of Republic of Congo, Gabon, Sao 
Tome and Principe. 
 
We are thankful for: 

• wildlife and rainforests in these lands, and those who protect this habitat 

• the oral traditions, folklore, and good practices that have been preserved 

• rich minerals and economic development, although benefits need to be shared more 
 fairly 

• healing from exploitative practices that began under colonial rule. 
 

We pray for: 

• democratic fair elections and political stability in this region 

• economic development that benefits all the people, especially those living in poverty 

• preservation of the wildlife and the land 
• the witness of the churches and other faith groups in the midst of the challenges. 
 
 

COMMEMORATIONS 
Week of August 3 

 
August 8 
Dominic, founder of the Order of Preachers (Dominicans), died 1221 
Dominic was a Spanish priest who preached against the Albigensians, a heretical sect 
that held gnostic and dualistic beliefs. Dominic believed that a stumbling block to 
restoring heretics to the church was the wealth of clergy, so he formed an itinerant 
religious order, the Order of Preachers (Dominicans), who lived in poverty, studied 
philosophy and theology, and preached against heresy. The method of this order was to 
use kindness and gentle argument, rather than harsh judgment, to bring unorthodox 
Christians back to the fold. Dominic was opposed to burning Christians at the stake. 
Three times Dominic was offered the office of bishop, which he refused so that he could 
continue in his work of preaching. 
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The Challenge of Money 
 
Jesus’ parables about money continue to trouble his listeners to this day. In fact, they 
may seem even more challenging to today’s Christians in North America, a culture so 
saturated with wealth and consumerism, than they were to our first-century counterparts. 
It can be easy to approach these parables by attempting to justify our behavior, to try to 
determine the exact point where desire becomes greed or where consumption becomes 
gluttony, often in an effort to retain what we already have. But this attitude transforms 
generosity and simplicity into a law rather than an act of true freedom initiated in the 
love of Jesus. 
 
The parable of the rich fool reveals the absurdity of greed and its justification. 
Tomorrow is not promised, and the pathological accumulation of wealth and material 
goods seems silly, even cruel, in a world as unpredictable and challenging as ours. 
Freedom in Jesus releases us from the belief that we can secure our own future with 
wealth and possessions. It opens us to the radical generosity of God’s neighborhood, 
where the security of our future lies in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus and in 
the practice of self-emptying love for our neighbor. 
 
It’s fair to say that Jesus would make for a very challenging church treasurer. The 
fundamental economic posture of the gospel is one of redistribution and radical trust 
that, in community, God will provide everything we need. Parables like this one about 
the rich fool are meant to stretch and challenge our assumptions and actions. If the 
choices we make about money seem to come easily, that just may be an invitation to 
reflect on the grounds of our own economic practices. The self-emptying generosity 
Jesus invites us into will always feel risky, but we can take comfort in the assurance that 
God, who makes all things new, will care and provide for the common good and the 
flourishing of true community. Thanks be to God. 
 


