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We Welcome You to Christ Lutheran Church! We are a community of people  
sharing God’s love through Christ and growing together in faith. 

 

We celebrate all the ways we are made in the image of God, seeking to see God in everyone. We 
honor and respect each person’s age, ethnicity, family composition, gender identity, gender 

expression, life history, mental well-being, physical ability, relationship status, sexual orientation, 
skin color, and socioeconomic standing. Together, we strive to love and serve our neighbor and all 

creation, including working toward racial and social justice. We would love to walk with you on this 
creative adventure* of faith, grace, and love.  

* The first sermon ever preached at Christ Lutheran was titled “A Call to Creative Adventure.”  

 
ABOUT WORSHP 
We gather to worship weekly to hear and remember our shared hope: the life, death, and resurrection of 
Christ makes all things new, even us. 
 

You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin, with hymns found in the red 
hymnals (“ELW”) in the seats in front on you. 
 

If you have a prayer request, note it on a yellow card from the seatback holder and pass it to an usher; the 
other side is for any information you would like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain 
seated as necessary during the service. 
  
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH! 
God’s people come in all shapes and sizes – it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are 
present!  Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a 
growing faith in a child’s life.  There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free 
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the 
back of the sanctuary as needed.  Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your 
children in worship is  multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!  
 

RESTROOMS 
Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the 
all-gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East 
hallway, past the Welcome Center. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation.  The body 
and blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness 
because of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste 
of the fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the 
world.  All baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 
 
 

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news.  If you have concerns, please speak to 
a church staff member. 

  

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the 
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance. 

 

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 
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Christ is risen! Jesus is alive, and God has swallowed up death forever. With Mary Magdalene, Mary the 
mother of James, and Salome, we may feel astonished and confused, unsure of what to make of the empty 
tomb. But this is why we gather: to proclaim, witness, praise, and affirm the liberating reality of Christ’s 
death and resurrection. In word and feast, we celebrate God’s unending love, and depart to share this 
good news with all the world. Alleluia! 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC Christ the Lord is Risen Today             Raney 
              Easter Carillon              Powell 
 
WELCOME  
If you are joining us for the first time, welcome!  We’d love to meet you, or if 
there’s anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ Lutheran 
Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online (you can point 
your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow Connection Card in 
the pew holders.   
 
Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer Request (on the 
backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher. 
 
If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for Communion: 
light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/cracker/tortilla and a cup 
for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is sufficient in one or both elements).    
 
EASTER ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833
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GATHERING HYMN  ELW #377      Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!                 Burkhardt 
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THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the wellspring of grace, 
our Easter and our joy. 
Amen. 
 
Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
Immersed in the promises of baptism, 
let us give thanks for what God has done for us. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning 
your voice thundered over the deep 
and water became the essence of life. 
Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. 
The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. 
Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea 
into freedom’s land. 
In a desert pool the Ethiopian official 
entered your boundless baptismal life. 
 
Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 
At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John 
and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection 
you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love, 
freeing us to live as Easter people. 
We rejoice with glad hearts, 
giving all honor and praise to you, 
through the risen Christ, our source of living water, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
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 EASTER ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Children:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE  This is the Feast of Victory 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

Living Lord, 
whose love displaced 
the gravity of stone; 
you entrusted women, 
who loved beyond death, 
with news of resurrection: 
we praise you for the open gospel 
which ends where Easter faith begins; 
accept our fear, our disbelief 
and take us into this new world 
led by the risen Son; 
through Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead. 
Amen. 
 

 WORD    
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

When children read, they may read a version that is appropriate to their reading level and 
voice, which may vary from the printed texts. 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
The assembly is seated as children are invited forward for a time together. 
 

HANDBELL ANTHEM         Easter Glory      Moklebust  
 
READING: Isaiah 25:6-9 
More than 700 years before Christ, the prophet Isaiah proclaims the good news of God’s salvation and 
calls all people to rejoice! God will make a rich feast for all people. God will wipe the tears from their 
eyes. And most importantly, God will destroy death itself. 

 
 6On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples 
   a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, 
   of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 
  7And he will destroy on this mountain 
   the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 
   the sheet that is spread over all nations; 
   8he will swallow up death forever. 
  Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, 
   and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 
   for the Lord has spoken. 
  9It will be said on that day, 
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   Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 
   This is the Lord for whom we have waited; 
   let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HOLY GOSPEL:   Mark 16:1-8 
The resurrection of Jesus is announced, and the response is one of terror and amazement. 

 
The Holy Gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and 
Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint [Jesus’ body]. 2And very early 
on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3They had 
been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to 
the tomb?” 4When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had 
already been rolled back. 5As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a 
white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. 6But he said to them, “Do 
not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been 
raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7But go, tell his disciples 
and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told 
you.” 8So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized 
them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 
The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW #376  Thine Is the Glory                         
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.                   
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NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS  
Our prayers draw on the Ecumencial Prayer Cycle and the Church’s calendar of 
Commemorations—further information is found each week at the end of the bulletin. 
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, 
the world, and all those in need of good news. 
A brief silence. 
Holy God, we pray for the body of Christ, the church. Where the church is persecuted, 
protect it. Where the church is privileged, grant it humility. Where the church is 
fractured, heal it. Guide us all to embody Christ’s love in the world. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Life-giving God, we pray for the earth, your good creation. Join our prayers with 
branches lifted in praise and roaring waters of new life, that together we may proclaim 
Easter hope. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Merciful God, we pray for all peoples and nations. Free oppressed communities from 
occupation, exploitation, and abuse. Teach leaders your way of justice. Empower 
peacemakers and all who work to end violence and strife. Grant justice and peace to 
Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Kosovo, Montenegro, North Macedonia, 
Serbia, and Slovenia. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Liberating God, we pray for people everywhere who long for good news. Roll away the 
stones that keep people from living with dignity and wholeness. Breathe new life and 
hope into people struggling to make it through each day. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Eternal God, we remember those who have gone before us in death, especially Benedict 
the African, John Donne, Albrecht Dürer, Matthias Grünewald, Lucas Cranach, and all 
whose ministry in the arts inspired generations to faith. Renew our trust in your 
promises, that we live with joyful courage and compassion. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for 
those in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of 
peace with one another: Peace be with you! 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 
OFFERING 
This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world 
through the participation and support of its members and guests.  Because 
offerings are never just about us, this month we are sharing a portion of 
your gifts with Valpo New Creation Men’s Shelter/Resale Shop 
newcreationempowers.org + www.facebook.com/newcreationresaleshop 
and Gabriel’s Horn www.gabrielshelter.org  

  If you wish to give electronically, use the QR code or browse to our secure    on-line 
portal at clcvalpo.org/give or use our CLC app (download at clcvalpo.org/app). 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM     Christ is Risen! Alleluia!          Bisbee 
 
Christ is risen! Alleluia! Risen our victorious head; sing his praises, Alleluia! Christ is 
risen from the dead. Gratefully our hearts adore Him as His light once more appears; 
bowing down in joy before Him, rising up from griefs and tears. See the grave its first-
fruits giving, springing up from holy ground; He was dead, but now is living; He was lost, 
but He is found! 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward. 
 

Risen One, 
you call us to believe and bear fruit. 
May the gifts that we offer here 
be signs of your abiding love. 
Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our true vine. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://newcreationempowers.org
https://www.facebook.com/newcreationresaleshop
http://www.gabrielshelter.org
https://clcvalpo.org/give
https://subsplash.com/christlutheranchurch-val/app
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The pastor begins the prayer and all join in singing: 

 
SANCTUS 

(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus at the 
words "Blessed is he.") 
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TABLE PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER                                    
Children:  The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Come and eat at God’s table. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
 

The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune: 
 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen (receive the bread) 
 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen (receive the cup) 
 
In-person distribution:  When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to 
approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being 
dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored and Grape Juice is dark; they are received via 
individual cups in the trays. Used glasses are placed in the basket located near the 
ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to the server that you require 
this. 
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LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION HYMNS  ELW #389 Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing 
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ELW #362 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing 

 
 
 
 



 19 

 

After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues. 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Shepherding God, 
you have prepared a table before us 
and nourished us with your love. 
Send us forth from this banquet 
to proclaim your goodness 
and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, 
our redeemer and friend. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
BLESSING 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
The God of resurrection power, 
the Christ of unending joy, 
and the Spirit of Easter hope 

☩ bless you now and always. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN ELW #365 Jesus Christ is Risen Today      
(During the singing of the hymn, the congregation is invited to join the Sanctuary Choir 
in singing the “Hallelujah Chorus” as the postlude; music scores will be provided).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children join the pastors to send us in mission. 
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DISMISSAL 
Children:  Alleluia! Go in peace. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE                Hallelujah Chorus (Messiah)                      Handel 
 

Worship Leaders 
 

    8:00 a.m.   10:30 a.m.   
 
Acolyte   Sam Venstrom   Danelle Rivera  
 
Lector    Roland Albrecht  Sara Long  
 
Prayer Assistant    Kathy Sutherland  Crill Family 
 
Communion Assistants    Darla Hernandez  Sara Long 
    Barbara Clements  Amy Knauff 
    Phyllis Schroeder  Erin Crill 
    Kathy Sutherland  Audrey Crill 
 
Ushers    Don MacMillan  Jeff Peiffer  
    Chuck Schaefer  Lucas Ecklund-Baker 
        Jackson Ecklund-Baker 
 
Sound/Light    Lance Nolting   Tony Reinhold 
 
Livestream Tech    —————-   Ben Crill 
  
Pastors    Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr. 
   Rev. Erica Gibson-Even 
 
Director of Music    Brian Bartusch 
 
Worship Participants:    Sanctuary Choir 
    Celebration Ringers Handbell Ensemble 
    Phil Hahn, Laura Norman, LJ Summerville, trumpet 
    Wayne Coil, Sophia Anasis, trombone 
    Robert Summerville, timpani 
   
Communion Bakers    Linda Mapes and Lois Felten 
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  EASTER FLOWERS 

 

In Honor 
Gregg & Vickie Copeland ~ In Honor of family 
 

Michael & Lois Felten ~ In Honor of Connie Bretscher 
 

Larry & Darlene Leatz ~ In Honor of our families 
 

Tom & Dale Owens ~ In Honor of our grandchildren 
 

Grace & Jeff Safrin ~ The Israeli hostages held by Hamas (since 10/7/2023) 
 

Ellen Swayne ~ In Honor of family 
 

In Memory 
Jane Aicher ~ In Memory of Paul Aicher 
 

John & Nancy Bernthal ~ In Memory of our parents, Ed and Bernice Bernthal 
    & Ed and Janet Buttlar 
 

Lee Betz ~ In Memory of Pat Betz 

 

Karen Boedeker ~ In Memory of Jim, Betty and Don Boedeker 
 

Christine Bull ~ In Memory of Mary Witt 
 

Kate Byrne ~ In Memory of Chris Rather 
 

Lillian DeJesus ~ In Memory of my husband, Alex DeJesus and father, Guillermo Ueras 
 

Eickemeyer Family ~ In Memory of Fred/Edna Eickemeyer & Allen/Helene Bauer 
 

Phil Hahn ~ In Memory of my wife, Laurel Hahn 
 

Karen Harper ~ In Memory of my husband Jeff Harper and father, Kenneth Koss 
 

Dana Hice ~ In Memory of Edna Hice 
 

Margaret Johnson ~ In Memory of Don Johnson & Mindy Barnett 
 

Gail Lutze ~ In Memory of Karl Lutze 
 

Linda Mapes ~ In Memory of my parents, Al & Marion  
 

Marilyn McGawn ~ In Memory of my husband, Malcolm 
 

Tom Muchesko ~ In Memory of my wife, Karen Muchesko 
 

Kathy Page ~ In Memory of Tom Page 
 

Grace & Jeff Safrin ~ In Memory of Jozef & Janina Laskowieski (Parents of Grace) 
 

Kathy & Kurt Stefans ~ In Memory of Marilyn Stefans and Pastor Guy Warke 
 

Ellen Swayne ~ In Memory of my parents Charles and Gladys Swayne 
 

Patrick & Patrice Weil ~ In Memory of Charlotte Grace Weil 
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Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
 
This week we pray for the churches and people of The Balkans - Albania, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Croatia, Kosovo, Montenegro, North Macedonia, Serbia,  & Slovenia. 
 

We give thanks for: 

• the rich legacies that this area has long embodied 

• those who kept both the people and their faith alive during years of repression 

• those pursuing peace and reconciliation between the different ethnic and religious 
 groups 

• the resurgence of the ecumenical witness of churches in recent years 
 
We pray for: 

• a continual healing of historic memories and pains that have been mutually inflicted 

• those who continue to experience marginalization and injustice, especially the Roma 

• religion to be a means of healing rather than of further separation and exploitation 

• the nurturing and sustaining of pluralistic societies in the Balkans 

COMMEMORATIONS 
Week of  March 31, 2023 

 

March 31 ~ John Donne, poet, died 1631 
After finishing his education at Oxford University, Donne seemed headed for a career in 
the English public service. But a series of circumstances led him into the ordained 
ministry. He is well known as a writer of both secular and sacred poetry. 
 

April 4 ~ Benedict the African, confessor, died 1589 
Born into slavery on the island of Sicily, Benedict lived as a hermit until the pope ordered 
all hermits to attach themselves to a monastery, at which time Benedict joined the 
Franciscans. Though illiterate, he was highly respected as a confessor and later superior 
of his community. 
 

April 6 ~ Albrecht Dürer, died 1528; Matthias Grünewald, died 1529;  
Lucas Cranach, died 1553; artists 
These great artists revealed through their work the mystery of salvation and the wonder of 
creation. Dürer’s work reflected the apocalyptic spirit of his time. Though he remained a 
Roman Catholic, he was sympathetic to Martin Luther’s reforming work. Grünewald’s 
paintings are known for their dramatic forms, vivid colors, and depiction of light. 
Cranach’s work includes many fine religious examples and several portraits of Martin 
Luther. Cranach was also widely known for his woodcuts. 
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It’s Not Over Yet 
 

When you think back over your favorite books, do you remember the endings? If the 
story leads to a satisfying conclusion, even if the plot twists and turns, the writer keeps 
our attention. When we commit to a book, we put a lot of faith in the author to tell a 
good story and to wrap up their tale in a way that makes sense. When the ending is un-
clear or unbelievable, we wish we hadn’t invested so much time in their book. 
 

When Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome brought spices to Jesus’ 
tomb, they thought they knew the ending of his story. Jesus’ death on the cross brought 
his ministry to an abrupt conclusion. There was nothing left to do but show their devo-
tion by anointing him with spices. How surprised the women must have been to hear 
that Jesus’ story hadn’t ended after all! He had been raised. He was going ahead of his 
followers to Galilee. They would see him again! 
 

To us, this story of Jesus’ resurrection is familiar, so we hear it as good news. For the 
women, though, it was terrifying. This wasn’t how they expected Jesus’ story to turn 
out. They had seen him die on the cross, and now they were being told he was alive? 
They didn’t know what to make of this twist in Jesus’ story. They were so afraid that 
they fled. 
 

The women ran away because they were shocked when the story didn’t turn out the way 
they expected. But soon they would learn that this was a happy ending: Where they had 
seen death, God made a way for new life! What seemed like the conclusion was actually 
a beginning. It was the dawn of a new day, a resurrection day. As followers of Jesus, we 
don’t know what our future holds or how our stories will end, but we can trust that Jesus 
is alive. He goes ahead of us, leading us into a future full of God’s love and grace. 

Stewardship Snippet 

 
So [the women] went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; 
and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.  –Mark 16:8 
 
How often has fear silenced you from sharing faith or speaking the truth? Too often Christians 
are afraid to speak up. God can give us the power to speak up and speak out. 


