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We welcome you to Christ Lutheran Church! We are a community of people
sharing God’s love through Christ and growing together in faith.

We celebrate all the ways we are made in the image of God, seeking to see God in everyone. We
honor and respect each person’s age, ethnicity, family composition, gender identity, gender
expression, life history, mental well-being, physical ability, relationship status, sexual orientation,
skin color, and socioeconomic standing. Together, we strive to love and serve our neighbor and all
creation, including working toward racial and social justice. We would love to walk with you on this
creative adventure* of faith, grace, and love.

* The first sermon ever preached at Christ Lutheran was titled “A Call to Creative Adventure.’

ABOUT WORSHP
We gather to worship weekly to hear and remember our shared hope: the life, death, and resurrection of
Christ makes all things new, even us.

>

You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin, with hymns found in the red
hymnals (“ELW”) in the seats in front of you.

If you have a prayer request, note it on a yellow card from the seatback holder and pass it to an usher; the
other side is for any information you would like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain
seated as necessary during the service.

CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH!

God’s people come in all shapes and sizes — it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are
present! Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a
growing faith in a child’s life. There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the
back of the sanctuary as needed. Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your
children in worship is multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110.

RESTROOMS

Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the
all-gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East
hallway, past the Welcome Center.

HOLY COMMUNION

Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation. The body
and blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness
because of his death and resurrection. Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste
of the fullness of God's coming kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the
world. All baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table.

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news. If you have concerns, please speak to
a church staff member.

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entranceto the
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance.

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services.




As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to
prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’
mission in the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called
us out of darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth,
our life.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
PRELUDE
WELCOME 0
If you are joining us for the first time, welcome! We’d love to meet you, or .=
if there’s anything you'd like to know about the ministry of Christ f

Lutheran Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online
(vou can point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow
Connection Card in the pew holders.

Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer Request (on the
backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher.

If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is
sufficient in one or both elements).

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM (8:00 AM ONLY)
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne
and to the Lamb!
Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.


https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833

Merciful God,

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.

You lead us beside still waters.

We thank you for the waters of creation:

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.

We thank you for the waters that nourish us: our Lake Michigan, Little Calumet,
Coffee Creek and Kankakee Rivers, Salt Creek and all our local wetlands.
Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness

who accompanies us on our journeys.

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.

Fill us with the breath of peace.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation.

We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever.

Amen.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Children: This is the day that the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.



GATHERING HYMN ACS #979

Making Their Way
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
A silence is kept before the prayer.

Generous God,

whose way is love,

whose truth is searching,
whose life is freely given

in Jesus Christ our Lord:

as you have opened for us
your house of many rooms,
so may we make a place

for the rejected and unloved,
and share the work of peace;
through Jesus Christ, the image of God.
Amen.

The assembly is seated.

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM FOR ANDI PAIGE GOODAN
(10:30 a.m. only—=8:00 a.m. continues on page 9)
The candidate for baptism, sponsors, and parents gather with the ministers at the font.

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the
sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and
raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body
of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the
life of the world.

Sponsors present the candidate:
We present Andi Paige for baptism.

The presiding minister addresses the parents:

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have
Andi baptized into Christ?

We do.



The presiding minister continues:
As you bring Andi to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities:
to live with her among God's faithful people,
bring her to the word of God and the holy supper,
teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,
place in her hands the holy scriptures,
and nurture her in faith and prayer,
so that she may learn to trust God,
proclaim Christ through word and deed,
care for others and the world God made,
and work for justice and peace.

Do you promise to help Andi grow in the Christian faith and life?
We do.

The presiding minister addresses sponsors:

Sponsors, do you promise to continue to accompany Andi in the Christian faith as you
are empowered by God’s Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism and in
communion with the church?

We do.

The assembly stands.

People of God, do you promise to support Andi and pray for her in her new life in
Christ? Will you grow with her, learn with her, serve with her, and together give praise
to God?

We will.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the
church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
I renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
I renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
I renounce them.



Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use.

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and
by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea
you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was
baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and
resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in
you.



Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in
the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through
Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

BAPTISM

The assembly is seated. The presiding minister baptizes the candidate.

Andi Paige, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you
give your children new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.

Laying both hands on the head of the newly baptized, the minister prays:
Sustain Andi with the gift of your Holy Spirit:

the spirit of wisdom and understanding,

the spirit of counsel and might,

the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord,

the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. Amen.

The presiding minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of the baptized.
Andi, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross
of Christ forever. Amen.

WELCOME
A lighted candle may be given to the newly baptized.
Jesus said, I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will have the light of life.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in
giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word
to all the world.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

CHILDREN’S TIME

Children are invited forward for a time together.

SPECIAL MUSIC (10:30 am): Come, Christians, Join to Sing ~ arr. McChesney
Now on Land & Seas Descending  arr. Thompson



READING: Proverbs 4:10-18
"“Hear, my child, and accept my words,
that the years of your life may be many.
"'T have taught you the way of wisdom;
I have led you in the paths of uprightness.
'“When you walk, your step will not be hampered,
~and if you run, you will not stumble.
"“Keep hold of instruction; do not let go;
guard her, for she is your life.
Do not enter the path of the wicked,
~and do not walk in the way of evildoers.
" Avoid it; do not go on it;
turn away from it and pass on.

'“For they cannot sleep unless they have done wrong;

they are robbed of sleep unless they have made someone stumble.

""For they eat the bread of wickedness
and drink the wine of violence.

"“But the path of the righteous is like the light of dawn,

which shines brighter and brighter until full day.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 119:25-32
> My soul cleaves to the dust;
§ive me life according to your word.
"I have recounted my ways, and you answered me;
instruct me in your statutes.
*’Make me understand the way of your commandments,
that I may meditate on your marvelous works.
** My soul melts away from sorrow;
sustain me according to your word.
*’ Take from me the way of lying;
let me find grace through your teaching.
“'T have chosen the way of faithfulness;
I have set your judgments before me.
' Thold fast to your decrees;
O Lorp, do not put me to shame.
T will run the way of your commandments,
for you increase my heart's capacity.

10



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel.
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GOSPEL: John 14:1-14
On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the
one through whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf.

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ' “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God;
believe also in me. * In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not
so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? ~ And if I go and prepare a
place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there
you may be also. * And you know the way to the place where I am going.” * Thomas said
to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” °
Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me. " If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you
do know him and have seen him.”

* Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” ’ Jesus said
to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me?
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? "
Do you not believe that [ am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say
to you I do not speak on my own, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. '’
Believe me that [ am in the Father and the Father is in me, but if you do not, then
believe because of the works themselves. '* Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes
in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these,
because I am going to the Father. '’ I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the
Father may be glorified in the Son. '* If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do
it.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
11



SERMON

The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon.

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #758

You Are the Way

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.
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NICENE CREED (8:00 AM ONLY)
We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and 1s seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

13



PRAYERS

Our prayers draw on the Ecumencial Prayer Cycle and the Church’s calendar of
Commemorations—further information is found each week at the end of the bulletin.
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let
us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

God of glory, you have built your church on Christ the cornerstone. Inspire lay leaders,
deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim forgiveness and your steadfast love to all
whom they encounter. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of majesty, you bring forth plants and animals, skies and seas, mountains and
valleys. Protect all you have made from the ravages of pollution and climate disaster.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of mercy, you intend governments and social service agencies to be instruments of
peace and justice. Guide political leaders and organizations to be agents of compassion,
and raise up advocates for those who seek refuge and assistance. In your mercy, tend to
the lands and people of Afghanistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of well-being, you soothe those in distress, console all who grieve, provide for any
in need, and comfort those who are sick. Instill caregivers with a sense of purpose to be
your healing hands in this world. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of community, you call us together as your people for mutual support and to
witness to your love in the world. Make your presence known among those unable to
attend worship today. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of eternal life, you have prepared dwelling places for your people, so that we are
never separated from you. We give you thanks for the faithful departed who witnessed
to your mighty acts in word and deed, remembering especially Monica, Julian of
Norwich, and Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new
life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

Amen.

14



SHARING OF THE PEACE

Alleluia! Christ is risen!

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for
those in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of
peace with one another: Peace be with you!

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

OFFERING

This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world through
the offerings of its members and guests. Because offerings are never just
about us, this month we are sharing a portion of your gifts with
Reconciling in Christ www.reconcilingworks.org/ric and

LGBTQ Outreach of Porter County www.lgbtgofpc.org

If you wish to give electronically, use the QR code or browse to our secure on-line
portal at clcvalpo.org/give.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM (8:00 am): Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God Mueller

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away
from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy
salvation, and uphold me with thy free spirit. Then will I teach transgressors thy ways;
and sinners shall be converted unto thee.

OFFERTORY (10:30 am): Fugue in C Pachelbel
OFFERING PRAYER

The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward.

Merciful God,

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day
when we will hunger and thirst no more.

Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus,

that goodness and mercy may follow us

and bless the world you love.

In the name of Jesus,

Amen.
15
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The pastor begins the prayer and all join in singing:
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TABLE PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER
Children: The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table of new life.
Receive the risen Lord.

Thanks be to God!

The assembly is seated.

DISTRIBUTION

The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune:

The body of Christ, given for you.
Amen (receive the bread)

The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Amen (receive the cup)

In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp
to approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being

require this.

17



LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION HYMNS

ACS #1094  Bring Many Names
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san - na, young, grow-ing  God!
san - na, 6 great, liv-ing God!
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ACS #971 Come and Seek the Ways of Wisdom

04— —

)
N I
7

e

|\

1]
Al
@

TTe

|

]

1 Come and seek the ways of Wis-dom, she who danced when
2 Lis - ten to the  voice of Wis-dom, cry - ing in the
3 Sis - ter Wis - dom, come, as-sist us; nur - ture all who
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earth was new. Fol - low close - ly what  she teach - es,
mar - ket - place. Hear the Word made flesh a - mong us,
seek  re - birth. Spir - it - guide and close com - pan - ion,
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for her words are right and true. Wis - dom clears the
full of glo - ry, truth, and grace. When the word takes
bring to light our sa - cred worth. Free us to be -
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path to jus-tice, show - ing us what love must do.

root and rip - ens, peace and righ - teous - ness em - brace.

come your peo - ple, ho - ly friends of God and earth.

After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues.
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Holy One,

through this meal you have made your home among us

and are making all things new.

Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,
to love our enemies,

and to bring your healing to the nations.

In the name of Jesus,

Amen.
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SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

INVITATIONS

The assembly is seated as brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s
participation in God’s mission in the world.

BLESSING

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,

t bless you now and forever.

Amen.
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SENDING HYMN ELW #514

O Word of God Incarnate
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1 O Word of God in - car - nate, O Wis - dom from on high,
2 The church from you, dear Mas - ter, re - ceived the gift di - vine;
3 Oh, make your church,dear Sav - ior, a lamp of bur-nished gold
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O  Truth un-changed,un - chang -ing, O Light of our dark sky:
and  still that light is lift - ed o’er all the earth to shine.
to bear be - fore the na - tions your true light, as of old;
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we praise you for the ra - diance that from the hal-lowed page,
It is the chart and com - pass that, all life’s voy-age through,
oh, teach your wand-ring pil - grims by this their path to trace,
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a lan - tern  to  our foot - steps, shines on from age to age.
mid mists and rocks and  quick - sands still guides,O Christ, to you.
till, clouds and dark-ness end - ed, they see you face to face.
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Children join the pastors to send us in mission.

22



DISMISSAL
Children: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE
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Worship Leaders
Acolyte

Lector
Prayer Assistant

Communion Assistants

Ushers

Sound/Light

Video/Livestream

Pastors

Director of Music Ministries

Worship Participants

Communion Baker

8:00 a.m.

Sam Venstrom

Roland Albrecht

Lanie Steinwart

Erin Schmidgall
Chris Schmidgall

Tim Sutherland
Ben Lieske

Lance Nolting

Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr
Rev. Erica Gibson-Even

Brian Bartusch

Sanctuary Choir
Treble Makers Handbell Ensemble

Angela Wehner

10:30 a.m.
Noah DelJesus

Doug Schmidt

Karen Hernes

Susan Rodeck
Joey Rodeck

Tony Reinhold
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Ecumenical Praver Cycle

This week we pray for the churches and people of Afghanistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Mongolia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan.

We are thankful for:

e the magnificent expanse of mountains, grasslands and deserts in these Central Asian countries
e the rich natural resources

e the incredible ethnic diversity

e cultural traditions and practices that have been preserved for centuries amid the
challenges of modernization

e  Christians who, although they are a tiny minority, have courage to witness to the gospel and
find the strength to live according to God’s word

e those who in spite of danger dedicate their lives to serving others.

We pray for:

the people in these lands who suffer from poverty and repressive rule
an end to clashes related to tribalism, traditionalism, and modernization
the land, air and water that have been damaged by human abuse

good relations between Muslims and Christians

an end to oppression and violence.

COMMEMORATIONS
Week of May 3, 2026

May 4

Monica, mother of Augustine, died 387

Monica was married to a pagan husband who was ill-tempered and unfaithful, but whom she
helped bring into the Christian faith. She repeated the influence on her son Augustine, who went
on to become one of the greatest church teachers.

May 8

Julian of Norwich, renewer of the church, died around 1416

When she was about thirty years old, Julian (or Juliana) reported visions that she later compiled
into a book, Sixteen Revelations of Divine Love, now a classic of medieval mysticism. The
visions declared that love was the meaning of religious experience, provided by Christ who is
love, for the purpose of love.

May 9

Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, renewer of the church, hymnwriter, died 1760
When he was 22, a group of Moravians asked permission to live on Zinzendorf’s land. He
agreed, and eventually worldwide Moravian missions emanated from this community.
Zinzendorf participated in these missions, and is also remembered for writing hymns
characteristic of his Pietistic faith.




Love, Love, Love
That’s what it’s all about! Jesus loves.

Jesus’ love is a constant in scripture. From his humble birth to his teachings, parables,
healing miracles, feeding of the multitudes, power over creation, crucifixion,
resurrection, and ascension, Jesus loves.

Some people wanted the Messiah to take a much different approach. They thought their
savior would come as a strong military leader, but Jesus did not start a violent overthrow
of the Roman Empire. He just could not and would not do anything in conflict with love.
He gave himself up and loved until the very end. In his last breath on the cross, he
forgave everyone involved in crucifying him. This is the depth of the amazing love of
God shown to us in Christ Jesus.

Stephen, “a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit” (Acts 6:5), strove to live as Jesus lived
and to love as Jesus loved. As he was being stoned to death, Stephen shouted, “Lord, do
not hold this sin against them” (7:60).

Following Jesus was not easy for Stephen and other early Christians. It is not easy
today. But in today’s gospel reading, Jesus assures his followers—then and now—of
three things. First, the great doors to a place with God will be open to us, in a house with
many rooms. Second, he is the way, truth, and life, and by knowing him, we come to
know God the Father. Third, we can ask him for anything. These are promises of Jesus’
continuing care for us, for people of every time and place, and for all creation.

Jesus loves.
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