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We welcome you to Christ Lutheran Church! We are a community of people  
sharing God’s love through Christ and growing together in faith. 

 

We celebrate all the ways we are made in the image of God, seeking to see God in everyone. We honor 
and respect each person’s age, ethnicity, family composition, gender identity, gender expression, life 
history, mental well-being, physical ability, relationship status, sexual orientation, skin color, and 
socioeconomic standing. Together, we strive to love and serve our neighbor and all creation, including 
working toward racial and social justice. We would love to walk with you on this creative adventure* of 
faith, grace, and love.  
* The first sermon ever preached at Christ Lutheran was titled “A Call to Creative Adventure.”  
 

ABOUT WORSHP 
We gather to worship weekly to hear and remember our shared hope: the life, death, and resurrection of 
Christ makes all things new, even us. 
 

You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin, with hymns found in the red 
hymnals (“ELW”) in the seats in front of you. 
 

If you have a prayer request, note it on a yellow card from the seatback holder and pass it to an usher; the 
other side is for any information you would like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated 
as necessary during the service. 
  
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH! 
God’s people come in all shapes and sizes – it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are 
present!  Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a 
growing faith in a child’s life.  There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free 
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the back 
of the sanctuary as needed.  Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in 
worship is  multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!  
 

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP 
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The 
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110. 
 

RESTROOMS 
Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the all-
gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East hallway, 
past the Welcome Center. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation.  The body and 
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because 
of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the 
fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world.  All 
baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news.  If you have concerns, please speak to 
a church staff member. 

  

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the 
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance. 

 

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 
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Holy Cross Day, which originated in the fourth century, celebrates the triumph of the cross. Paul 
reminds us that Christ crucified is the power and wisdom of God. As Moses put a serpent on a pole to be 
a source of healing for the Israelites, we lift high the cross as the sign of our health and salvation. Each 
time we make the sign of the cross we remember our baptism into the death and resurrection of Christ.  
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

 
PRELUDE          What God Ordains is Good Indeed  Pachelbel 
        (chorale & variations)              
   

WELCOME 
If you are joining us for the first time, welcome!  We’d love to meet you, 
or if there’s anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ 
Lutheran Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online 
(you can point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow 
Connection Card in the pew holders.   
 

Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer Request (on the 
backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher. 
 

If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for 
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is 
sufficient in one or both elements).    
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                                        
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  
our maker, our helper, and our keeper. 
Amen. 
 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another. 
 

Silence for reflection 
 

Merciful and sustaining God,  
we have sinned against you. 
We confess our lack of gratitude  
for the beauty and bounty of your creation:  
teach us to see that your earth sustains us and all that lives. 
We confess that we have misused your earth:  
grant us amendment of life. 
We confess that we have been intemperate in our appetites:  
strengthen us in self-control. 
We confess that we have taken the abundance  

https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833
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of your world for granted:  
make us urgent now for its protection. 
Forgive and renew us now through our Savior Jesus Christ,  
by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God,  
Jesus Christ was given to die for us,  
and for his sake  
God forgives us all our sins.  
As a called and ordained minister  
of the church of Christ,  
and by his authority,  
I therefore declare to you 
the entire forgiveness of all your sins,  
in the name of the Father,  

and of the ☩ Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN ELW #660  Lift High the Cross 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Children:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
Holy God, you alone are unutterable, from the time you created all things that can be 
spoken of. You alone are unknowable, from the time you created all things that can be 
known. All things cry out about you: those that speak, and those that cannot speak. All 
things honor you: those that think, and those that cannot think. For there is one longing, 
one groaning, which all things have for you. All things that comprehend your plan pray 
to you and offer you a silent hymn. In you, the One, all things abide, and all things 
endlessly run to you who are the end of all. 
Amen. 
 

WORD    
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
The assembly is seated as children come forward for a time together.  
 
READING: Numbers 21:4b-9 
When the people spoke against God and Moses, the Lord sent poisonous snakes against them. Moses 
interceded for the people, and the Lord ordered him to erect a serpent of bronze on a pole. All who looked 
at it after having been bitten by a serpent would live. 

 
[From Mount Hor the Israelites set out,] 4b but the people became discouraged on the 
way. 5 The people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up 
out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest 
this miserable food.” 6 Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among the people, and 
they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. 7 The people came to Moses and said, 
“We have sinned by speaking against the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to take 
away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8 And the Lord said to 
Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten shall 
look at it and live.” 9 So Moses made a serpent of bronze and put it upon a pole, and 
whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and 
live. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 78:1-2, 34-38 
The congregation is invited to sing the psalm refrain when indicated (R). Verses will be 
chanted alternately by the leader and the people. 
 
Refrain 

 
 
Psalm Tone 

 
 
1Hear my teaching, | O my people;  
 incline your ears to the words | of my mouth.  
2I will open my mouth | in a parable;  
 I will declare the mysteries of | ancient times.  R 
34Whenever God slew them, | they would seek God,  
 and repent, and diligently | search for God.  
35They would remember that God | was their rock,  
 and the Most High God | their redeemer.  
36But they flattered God | with their mouths  
 and lied to God | with their tongues.  
37Their heart | was not steadfast,  
 and they were not faithful | to the covenant.  
38Yet God, being merciful, forgave their sins and did | not destroy them; 
 holding back anger many times and not giving | way to wrath.  R  
 
READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-24 
At the heart of the Christian message is the word of the cross. This proclamation seems foolish to many 
because it reveals true divine power in the absolute weakness of Christ’s crucifixion. True wisdom 
understands how ours is a God who suffers for and with humankind in the cross. 

 
18 The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 
are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written,  
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater of this age? 
Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, 
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the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of 
the proclamation, to save those who believe. 22 For Jews ask for signs and Greeks desire 
wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 
gentiles, 24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 
God and the wisdom of God. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL: Gospel: John 3:13-17 
After explaining to Nicodemus that one must be born of water and Spirit, Jesus speaks of being lifted up on 
the cross, with reference to the bronze serpent lifted up by Moses in the desert. Here the Son of God is 
revealed as the source of healing. 

 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said:] 13 “No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from 
heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
  16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
  17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in order 
that the world might be saved through him.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW #342  There in God’s Garden 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED                        
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 

 
PRAYERS 
Our prayers draw on the Ecumenical Prayer Cycle and the Church’s calendar of 
Commemorations.  Further information is found each week at the end of the bulletin. 
 

Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in need. 
A brief silence. 
Sustaining God, guide your church on the way. Give us patience in our journey and 
protect us from division and doubt. May we look to the cross and live.  
God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
Creator God, renew the earth. Heal our planet from the venom of greed and exploitation 
and direct us to respect all life as a gift from you. May we look to the cross and live. 
God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
God of wisdom, grant discernment to those in authority. Thwart the plans of the proud, 
bring low the mighty, and uphold those who work for peace. May they seek the way of 
the cross and live. In Ghana and Nigeria, empower the work of interfaith dialog and 
cooperation; bless churches as they share the good news of Jesus and work for justice 
and peace. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
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God of grace, alleviate suffering. Comfort the sick and the grieving. Come to the aid of 
those who are hungry or needing shelter. May they find hope in the cross and live.  
God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
Good Shepherd, guide your flock. Protect us from the world’s lies and lead us in the 
way of truth. Strengthen us in our faith and inspire us to serve others. May we follow 
you to the cross and live. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Merciful God, you receive into your loving embrace those who have died, including 
Cyprian, Hildegard, and Dag Hammarskjöld. Giving thanks for them, may we find 
comfort in the cross and live in the hope of resurrection. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our redeemer and 
friend. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for 
those in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of 
peace with one another: Peace be with you! 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 

OFFERING 
This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world through 
the participation and support of its members and guests.  Because offerings 
are never just about us, this month we are sharing a portion of your gifts 
with Compass International Family Center and Project Neighbors – 
Freedom Recovery Fund. 
  If you wish to give electronically, use the QR code, browse to our secure    
on-line portal at clcvalpo.org/give or use our CLC app (download at clcvalpo.org/app). 
 

OFFERTORY (8:00 am):  Concertina on Psalm 42         Ruiter-Feenstra  
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM (10:30 am):     With a Voice of Singing   Shaw 
 

With a voice of singing declare ye this, and let it be heard, Alleluia. Utter it even unto 
the ends of the earth. The Lord hath delivered his people, Alleluia. O be joyful in God, 
all ye lands. O sing praises to the honor of his name, make his praise to be glorious. 
 

https://clcvalpo.org/give
https://subsplash.com/christlutheranchurch-val/app
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GREAT THANKSGIVING   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The pastor continues the prayer then all join in singing: 
 

SANCTUS                    
(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus  
at the words "Blessed is he.") 
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TABLE PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER                                    
Children:  The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
God has fed us from the very beginning; Christ is the Living Bread, given for all 
Creation and for you today. Come and eat! 
Thanks be to God! 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
The assembly is seated. The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune: 
 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen (receive the bread) 
 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen (receive the cup) 
 
In-person distribution:  When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to 
approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being 
dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored and Grape Juice is dark; wine is received either by 
Common Cup or from individual cups in the trays. Used glasses are placed in the 
basket located near the ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to the 
server that you require this. 
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LAMB OF GOD   
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COMMUNION MUSIC  ACS #966    Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken  
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ELW #338  Beneath the Cross of Jesus 

After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues. 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Create in us a new heart and a new vision, O God, that the gifts of your Spirit may work 
in us and renew the face of the earth. May we be one with you so that our work is yours, 
and your work is ours. Transform our lives to reflect your glory in Creation; through 
Jesus Christ our Savior, who is alive with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
INVITATIONS 
The assembly is seated as brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s 
participation in God’s mission in the world. 
 
BLESSING 
God of the galaxies,  
God of the starburst and sunlit morning,  
God of the forest and shining seas,  
God of the blooming desert and rolling grasslands— 

Father, Son, ☩ and Holy Spirit, shine on you and bless you. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN   ELW #802 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus  

 
Children join the pastors to send us in mission. 
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DISMISSAL  
Children: Go in Peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE       Fughette in D          Rheinberger 
     
  

As worship concludes we move to the Gathering Place, where we are invited to greet one 
another and share in fellowship. 

      

Worship Leaders 
 

 8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.   
Acolyte Matilda Basich Lukas Graber 
  
Lector John Buggeln Doug Schmidt  
 
Prayer Assistant   Paige Reichardt Phil Hahn 
 
Communion Assistants  Phyllis Schroeder Phil Hahn 
     Grace Basich  Amy Knauff 
      
Ushers     Luke Venstrom The Bull Family 
     Bob Luckett     
      
Sound/Light    Sam Venstrom  Tony Reinhold  
  
Video/Livestream   ——————- Adam Gibson-Even 
 
Pastors     Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr. 
     Rev. Erica Gibson-Even 
 
Director of Music Ministries  Brian Bartusch 
 
Cantor     Madeline Fry 
 
Communion Baker   Lois Felten 
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Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
 

This week we pray for the churches and people of Ghana, Nigeria. 
 

We are thankful for: 

• Christians and Muslims who take risks to work for dialogue and reconciliation, and people 
 of disparate ethnic groups who strive together for the common good 

• churches who have been faithful in spreading the Good News, serving the people and 
 pursuing justice in these societies 

• economic growth from natural resources, where it benefits all people – and especially the 
 poor – in these nations 

• how people, especially in Nigeria, have been sustained by God in the face of attacks and 
 violence in the context of the movement of population groups and from extremist 
 elements like Boko Haram. 

 

We pray for: 

• those affected by violence and terrorism, and that such violent attacks might cease 

• leaders of churches, that they might speak out courageously against political, social and 
 economic injustices 

• Just and peaceful relations between members of different ethnic groups and between 
 Muslims and Christians 

• Those who suffer from malnutrition and diseases such as malaria, whooping cough and HIV 
 and AIDS 
• Better stewardship of the environment and natural resources. 

COMMEMORATIONS 
Week of September 14 

 

September 14—Holy Cross Day 
Helena, mother of Constantine, made a pilgrimage to the Holy Land and found what may be the 
actual site of Jesus’ crucifixion. Her son built two churches there, and the dedication of one of 
them gave rise to this celebration of our Lord’s victory on the cross. 
September 16—Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, martyr, died around 258 
Cyprian served as a bishop during a time of great persecution of Christians. He insisted on 
receiving back those who had left the faith under duress. He also provided medical care during a 
severe epidemic. 
September 17—Hildegard, Abbess of Bingen, died 1179 
A mystic who was widely influential within the church, Hildegard advised and reproved kings 
and popes, wrote poems and hymns, and produced treatises in medicine, theology, and natural 
history. She was also a musician and artist. 
September 18—Dag Hammarskjöld, renewer of society, died 1961 
A Swedish diplomat, Hammarskjöld served as the second Secretary General of the United 
Nations until his death in a plane crash while trying to negotiate peace in present-day Zambia. 
His journal, published as Markings, revealed the depth of his Christian faith. 
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The Season of Creation is an annual celebration uniting Christians in prayer and action for 
the protection of our common home. The idea of celebrating 1 September as a day of 
prayer for creation began at the wish of the Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios in 1989, and 
was endorsed by Pope Francis in 2015; in 2008 the World Council of Churches began en-
couraging churches to observe a Time of Creation. The season runs from September 1 to 
October 4, the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi. 
 
During this season we are encouraged to pray and engage in community events in order to 
deepen our relationship with our God, our neighbor and the earth we share, being ever 
more attentive to the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor. 
 
Our Biblical text for this year is Isaiah 32:14-18. The prophet Isaiah pictured the desolated 
Creation without peace because of the lack of justice and the broken relationship between 
God and humankind. This description of devastated cities and wastelands eloquently 
stresses the fact that human destructive behaviours have a negative impact on the Earth. 
 
Our hope: Creation will find peace when justice is restored. 
There is still hope and the expectation for a peaceful Earth. 
 
To hope in a biblical context does not mean to stand still and quiet, but to act, pray, 
change, and reconcile with Creation and the Creator in unity, metanoia (repentance), and 
solidarity. 
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