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We welcome you to Christ Lutheran Church! We are a community of people  

sharing God’s love through Christ and growing together in faith. 
 

We celebrate all the ways we are made in the image of God, seeking to see God in everyone. We 
honor and respect each person’s age, ethnicity, family composition, gender identity, gender 
expression, life history, mental well-being, physical ability, relationship status, sexual orientation, 
skin color, and socioeconomic standing. Together, we strive to love and serve our neighbor and all 
creation, including working toward racial and social justice. We would love to walk with you on this 
creative adventure* of faith, grace, and love.  
* The first sermon ever preached at Christ Lutheran was titled “A Call to Creative Adventure.”  
 

ABOUT WORSHP 
We gather to worship weekly to hear and remember our shared hope: the life, death, and resurrection of 
Christ makes all things new, even us. 
 

You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin, with hymns found in the red 
hymnals (“ELW”) in the seats in front of you. 
 

If you have a prayer request, note it on a yellow card from the seatback holder and pass it to an usher; the 
other side is for any information you would like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain 
seated as necessary during the service. 
  
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH! 
God’s people come in all shapes and sizes – it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are 
present!  Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a 
growing faith in a child’s life.  There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free 
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the 
back of the sanctuary as needed.  Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your 
children in worship is  multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!  
 

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP 
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The 
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110. 
 

RESTROOMS 
Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the 
all-gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East 
hallway, past the Welcome Center. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation.  The body 
and blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness 
because of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste 
of the fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the 
world.  All baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news.  If you have concerns, please speak to 
a church staff member. 

  

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the 
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance. 

 

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 
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Though Jesus was a devout Jew who practiced his faith, he was criticized for eating with tax collectors 
and sinners—the religiously nonobservant. Jesus criticizes the self-righteous and reminds us that mercy is 
to be at the heart of our religious practices. God continues to be made known in those on the margins of 
society, like Matthew the tax collector and the hemorrhaging woman. As we gather each Lord’s day we 
receive the healing that makes us well and sends us forth to be signs of God’s mercy for the world. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 
PRELUDE        Trinity, O Blessed Light     Farlee 
    
WELCOME  
If you are joining us for the first time, welcome!  We’d love to meet you, or 
if there’s anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ 
Lutheran Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online 
(you can point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow 
Connection Card in the pew holders.   
 
Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer 
Request (on the backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher. 
 
If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for 
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is 
sufficient in one or both elements).    
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin to God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

 

 

 

https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833
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Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
 
Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Children:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
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SONG OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

God of grace, 
you invite the despised, 
you touch the unclean, 
you lift the head 
of those who are brought low: 
give us that hope against all hope 
for a world transformed 
by your healing touch; 
through Jesus Christ, the mercy of God. 
Amen. 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 

 

 WORD    
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
Children are invited for a time together. 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC:        Thine is the Glory                        Handel 
              (from ‘Judas Maccabeus’) 
 
READING: Genesis 12:1-9 
God’s call of Abram and Sarai has a clear purpose—that through them all the families of the earth would 
gain a blessing. As they set out on their journey they are accompanied by promises of land, nation, and a 
great reputation. As they journey, they inaugurate sacrificial worship at every stopping point. 

 
1 The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s 
house to the land that I will show you. 2 I will make of you a great nation, and I will 
bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those 
who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse, and in you all the families of the 
earth shall be blessed.” 
  4 So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was 
seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 5 Abram took his wife Sarai and 
his brother’s son Lot and all the possessions that they had gathered and the persons 
whom they had acquired in Haran, and they set forth to go to the land of Canaan. When 
they had come to the land of Canaan, 6 Abram passed through the land to the place at 
Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7 Then the 
Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built 
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there an altar to the Lord, who had appeared to him. 8 From there he moved on to the 
hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on 
the east, and there he built an altar to the Lord and invoked the name of the Lord. 9 
And Abram journeyed on by stages toward the Negeb. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 33:1-12 (Read Responsively) 
1 Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous; 
praise is fitting for the upright. 
2 Praise the Lord with the lyre; 
make music for God with a ten-stringed harp. 
3 Sing for the Lord a new song; 
play your instrument skillfully with joyful sounds. 
4 For your word, O Lord, is right, 
and faithful are all your works.  
5 You love righteousness and justice; 
your steadfast love fills the whole earth. 
6 By your word were the heavens made, 
by the breath of your mouth all the hosts of heaven. 
7 You gather up the waters of the ocean as in a water-skin 
and store up the depths of the sea. 
8 Let all the earth fear the Lord; 
let all who dwell in the world stand in awe.  
9 For God spoke, and it came to pass; 
God commanded, and it stood fast. 
10 The Lord brings the will of the nations to nothing 
and thwarts the designs of the peoples. 
11 Your will, O Lord, stands fast forever, 
and the designs of your heart from age to age. 
12 Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord! 
Happy the people chosen to be God’s heritage!  
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READING: Romans 4:13-25 
Paul presents Abraham as a living model of right relationships. For Abraham and for us, a right 
relationship with God involves trusting that God’s promises will be fulfilled because God makes the dead 
alive and calls into existence what otherwise does not exist. 
 

13 The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if it is the 
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15 For 
the law brings wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there transgression. 
  16 For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on grace, so 
that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but 
also to those who share the faith of Abraham (who is the father of all of us, 17 as it is 
written, “I have made you the father of many nations”), in the presence of the God in 
whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do 
not exist. 18 Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many 
nations,” according to what was said, “So shall your descendants be.” 19 He did not 
weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already as good as dead 
(for he was about a hundred years old), and the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20 No 
distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith 
as he gave glory to God, 21 being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had 
promised. 22 Therefore “it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 23 Now the words, “it 
was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone 24 but for ours also. It will be 
reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25 who was 
handed over for our trespasses and was raised for our justification. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 
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GOSPEL: Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26 
Jesus demonstrates God’s mercy and power, accepting the unacceptable and curing the incurable. Even 
the dead receive new life. 

 
The holy gospel according to Matthew.  
Glory to you O Lord. 
 
9 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax-collection 
station, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed him. 
  10 And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came and 
were sitting with Jesus and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his 
disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 12 But when he 
heard this, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are 
sick. 13 Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not 
come to call the righteous but sinners.” 
 
  18 While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader came in and knelt 
before him, saying, “My daughter has just died, but come and lay your hand on her, and 
she will live.” 19 And Jesus got up and followed him, with his disciples. 20 Then suddenly 
a woman who had been suffering from a flow of blood for twelve years came up behind 
him and touched the fringe of his cloak, 21 for she was saying to herself, “If I only touch 
his cloak, I will be made well.” 22 Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, “Take heart, 
daughter; your faith has made you well.” And the woman was made well from that 
moment. 23 When Jesus came to the leader’s house and saw the flute players and the 
crowd making a commotion, 24 he said, “Go away, for the girl is not dead but sleeping.” 
And they laughed at him. 25 But when the crowd had been put outside, he went in and 
took her by the hand, and the girl got up. 26 And the report of this spread through all of 
that district. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW #617  We Come to You for Healing, Lord 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.                 
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APOSTLES’ CREED   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.  
  
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 
  

PRAYERS  
Our prayers draw on the Ecumencial Prayer Cycle and the Church’s calendar of 
Commemorations—further information is found each week at the end of the bulletin. 
Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the 
world. 
A brief silence. 
God of mercy, you call us to a life filled with acts of mercy. Ground us in following 
Christ, that we might extend the mercy we receive. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
God of creation, all you have made is yours – including our Lake Michigan and Dunes, 
our wetlands, waterways, and farmlands. Revive lands in need of healing and make us 
wise stewards of all you have given us to tend. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
God of the nations, you promise to deliver those who call on you. Bring an end to 
conflict, bigotry, and injustice in all their forms wherever they are found. Bless the work 
of churches and all people of goodwill in Lesotho, Namibia, South Africa, and Eswatini, 
that your peace and justice might flourish in their midst. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
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God of comfort, you provide for those in need. Bring an end to addiction. Comfort 
people as they mourn. Provide tenderly for those in need. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
God of blessings, you send the Holy Spirit to provide varieties of gifts in the body of 
Christ. Accompany those who travel this summer, make our gatherings joyous, and grant 
us a spirit of hospitality and togetherness. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
God of life, we give you thanks for saints whose lives revealed your faithfulness, 
especially Seattle, Columba, Aidan, Bede, and Barnabas. May remembering their 
faithfulness strengthen our own. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to 
you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for 
those in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of 
peace with one another: Peace be with you! 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 
OFFERING 
This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world through the offerings 
of its members and guests.  Because offerings are never just about us, this 
month we are sharing a portion of your gifts with Food Bank of 
Northwest Indiana foodbanknwi.org  and Project Neighbors 
projectneighbors.org or facebook.com/ProjectNeighbors.  

  If you wish to give electronically, use the QR code or browse to our 
secure on-line portal at clcvalpo.org/give. 
 
OFFERTORY        Dialogue          Couperin 
     (from Mass for the Parishes) 
   
 
 

http://www.foodbanknwi.org/
https://projectneighbors.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ProjectNeighbors
https://clcvalpo.org/give
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OFFERING PRAYER 
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward. 
 

Loving God, 
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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The pastor begins the prayer and all join in singing: 

 
SANCTUS 

(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus at the 
words "Blessed is he.") 
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TABLE PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER                                    
Children:  The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Heaven has come near. 
Come, share in the feast! 
Thanks be to God! 
 
The assembly is seated. 
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DISTRIBUTION 
 

The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune: 
 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen (receive the bread) 
 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen (receive the cup) 
 
In-person distribution:  When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp 
to approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being 
dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored and Grape Juice is dark; they are received via 
individual cups in the trays. Used glasses are placed in the basket located near the 
ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to the server that you 
require this. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION HYMNS 
 
ELW #607 Come, Ye Disconsolate 
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ELW #468 Around You, O Lord Jesus 
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ACS #967 This is Christ’s Body 

  
After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues. 
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Compassionate God, 
through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we,  
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
INVITATIONS 
The assembly is seated as brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s 
participation in God’s mission in the world. 
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BLESSING 
God, who creates, redeems and sustains, 
bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN ELW #722 O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate  

 
 
 

Children join the pastors to send us in mission. 
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DISMISSAL 
Children:  Go in peace, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE                 Allegro maestoso        Mendelssohn  
 
 
 
 

 
Pastor Erik Grayvold is the Pastor-in-Charge at St. Francis Episcopal Church in 
Chesterton. He is also a member of CLC because he needs to maintain a 
membership in an ELCA congregation while on loan to the Episcopal Church. 
His spouse, Angy, and children Titus, Hope, and Gwen frequently attend services 
as CLC. Pastor Erik is finishing a Master of Theology degree at the Lutheran 
School of Theology in Chicago, with a focus on Political Theology. He has 
accepted a new call to serve at Hope Lutheran Church in Farmington Hills, MI.  
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Worship Leaders        9:30 a.m.  

Acolyte Luke Ridley 

  

Lector Karyn Kost 

  

Prayer Assistant Darla Hernandez 

  

Communion Assistants Violet Furuness 
Gabby Soleim 
Phil Hahn 
Linda Mapes 

  

Ushers Tim Sutherland 
Kathy Sutherland 

  

Sound/Light Luke Venstrom 

  

Video/Livestream Sam Venstrom 

  

Pastors Rev. Erica Gibson-Even 
Rev. Erik Grayvold 

  

Director of Music Ministries Brian Bartusch 

Worship Participants Elinor Jenetopulos, cello 

  

Communion Baker Angela Wehner 
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COMMEMORATIONS 
Week of June 7, 2026 

 
June 7 
Seattle, chief of the Duwamish Confederacy, died 1866 
Noah Seattle led a coalition of tribes, and convinced them to live peacefully with 
encroaching white settlers. When he became a Roman Catholic, he held morning and 
evening prayer with his tribe. The city of Seattle is named for him. 
 
June 9 
Columba, died 597; Aidan, died 651; Bede, died 735; renewers of the church 
These three monks from the British Isles helped keep the light of learning alive during the 
Middle Ages. Columba founded three monasteries off the coast of Scotland. Aidan was a 
pastor who led people to works of charity. The Venerable Bede was a Bible translator, 
historian, and hymnwriter. 
 
June 11 
Barnabas, Apostle 
Barnabas was not numbered among the twelve apostles, but the book of Acts gives him 
that title. After Paul was converted to Christianity, Barnabas welcomed him to Jerusalem, 
and later the two traveled together on missionary journeys. 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
This week we pray for the churches and people of Lesotho, Namibia, South Africa, 
Eswatini. 
 
We are thankful for: 
• the rich biodiversity of plants and animals and of mineral resources in this region 
• the faithful witness of churches throughout the world during apartheid and how people 

of different races and lifestyles have come together since then 
• the work of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission and others to bring healing from 

the atrocities committed 
• how South Africa has made antiretroviral drugs accessible to all with HIV and AIDS. 
 
We pray for: 
• protection of resources for the good of all rather than their exploitation for  
 economic gain 
• more democratic and transparent governance in these countries, at all levels 
• effectively countering rape, sexual violence, and other crime 
• adequate resources and changed attitudes for welcoming refugees in these countries. 
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To Be Well 
 
The fourteenth-century mystic Julian of Norwich is famous for writing about a vision of 
Jesus assuring her that “all shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of thing 
shall be well.” 
 
Jesus, in today’s reading, is deeply concerned with the matter of wellness. He uses a 
metaphor of illness and wellness to defend his decision to keep fellowship with those 
whom society has rejected, despised, or cast out. Just a few verses later, Jesus performs 
two intertwined acts of healing, saying to one of the individuals, “Take heart, daughter; 
your faith has made you well” (Matthew 9:22). 
 
Wellness, for Jesus, is a holistic endeavor. Physical health is one part of the equation, 
but so are spiritual wholeness, mental and emotional well-being, financial stability, and 
health in relationships and society. Jesus does not limit his work to any one of these 
areas. Consistently in the gospels, Jesus is concerned with all aspects of life. He 
recognizes and works to dismantle all kinds of barriers to full, whole, peaceful living. 
 
Too often, our contemporary society exploits the idea of wellness to sell us a product, to 
market an unattainable lifestyle, or to guilt us into a particular set of behaviors. Jesus, 
however, is not trying to sell us something. Jesus invokes wellness as a way of assuring 
us that he cares deeply about our whole being, and that every part of us is worthy of 
God’s care and keeping. Jesus desires that we be at peace in our bodies, minds, spirits, 
and relationships. 
 
When our world and our lives are difficult and painful, we can turn again and again to 
scripture, which witnesses to Jesus’ deep compassion, empathy, and care for us. He is a 
living sign of God’s power to comfort and heal. He is our living sign and symbol of 
resurrection and restoration. He is the embodiment of our divine assurance that all 
manner of things will, one day, be well, and whole, and at peace. 
 


