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YOU ARE WELCOME HERE! 
At Christ Lutheran people of all backgrounds and experiences gather to worship because we all share a 
common hope: the life, death, and resurrection of Christ makes all things new, even us. 
 
You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin. If you have a prayer request, the 
yellow cards in the seatback holders have a place for them; the other side is for any information you would 
like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain seated as necessary during the service. 
  
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH! 
God’s people come in all shapes and sizes – it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are 
present!  Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a 
growing faith in a child’s life.  There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free 
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the back 
of the sanctuary as needed.  Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your children in 
worship is  multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!  
 
WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP 
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The 
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110. 
 
RESTROOMS 
Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the all-
gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East hallway, 
past the Welcome Center. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation.  The body and 
blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because 
of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the 
fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the world.  All 
baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 
  
In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to approach the altar 
rail. When finished you may leave individually without being dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored, and 
Grape Juice is dark; they are received via individual cups in the trays. The Common Cup is available for 
anyone who wishes. Used glasses are placed in the basket located near the ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is 
available, please indicate to the server that you require this. Also, if you unable to come up to the altar, let 
the usher know so that pastor can bring communion to you. 
 
COVID Procedure Update  
Masks are encouraged but optional during worship.  Naturally if you prefer to stay masked throughout 
the service, you are of course welcome to do so.  Masks are not required for singing but suggested.   

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news.  If you have concerns, please speak to 
a church staff member. 

  

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the 
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance. 

 

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 
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Jesus does not abandon his followers. Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus comes to abide with his disciples of 
every generation. As Pentecost draws near, we are reminded that the risen Christ dwells in us as the 
Spirit of truth. We receive this Spirit in baptism and pray that in our gathering around the Lord’s table 
the Spirit will transform us to be the body of the risen Christ in the world. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 
PRELUDE (8:00 am):       The Good Shepherd              Gregh
         (10:30 am):     Now on Land & Sea Descending                 Thompson 
           The Church’s One Foundation                Barry 
 
WELCOME 
If you are joining us for the first time, welcome!  We’d love to meet you, 
or if there’s anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ 
Lutheran Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online 
(you can point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow 
Connection Card in the pew holders.   
 
Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer Request (backside 
of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher. 
 
If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for 
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is 
sufficient in one or both elements).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833
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GATHERING HYMN ELW  #631  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling  
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Children:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
THE CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
Trinity of love, 
inviting us 
to abide in you: 
may we follow the Spirit of truth 
through desert wild and city street, 
rutted field and snowbound height, 
battleground and market square, 
that your demanding love 
might speak to the heart 
of the manifold world; 
through Jesus Christ, our Brother.  Amen. 
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WORD    
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

When children read, they may read a version that is appropriate to their reading level and 
voice, which may vary from the printed texts. 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
The assembly is seated as children are invited forward for a time together. 
 
READING: Acts 17:22-31 
In Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the gospel to Greeks who know nothing of either Jewish or 
Christian tradition. He proclaims that the “unknown god” whom they worship is the true Lord of heaven and 
earth who will judge the world with justice through Jesus, whom God has raised from the dead. 

 
22Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious you 
are in every way. 23For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your 
worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What 
therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24The God who made the world and 
everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human 
hands, 25nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself 
gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 26From one ancestor he made all nations to 
inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the 
places where they would live, 27so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him 
and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 28For ‘In him we live and 
move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said,  
 ‘For we too are his offspring.’ 
29Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or 
stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 30While God has overlooked the 
times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31because he 
has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he 
has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 66:8–20 
The congregation is invited to sing the psalm refrain when indicated (R). Verses will be 
chanted alternately by the leader and the people. 
 
Refrain 

 
 
Psalm Tone 

 
 
Bless our | God, you peoples; 
 let the sound of | praise be heard. 
9Our God has kept us a- | mong the living 
 and has not allowed our | feet to slip.   R 
10For you, O God, have | tested us; 
 you have tried us just as sil- | ver is tried. 
11You brought us in- | to the net; 
 you laid heavy burdens up- | on our backs. 
12You let people ride over our heads; we went through | fire and water, 
 but you brought us out into a place | of refreshment. 
13I will enter your house | with burnt offerings 
 and will pay | you my vows— 
14those that I promised | with my lips 
 and spoke with my mouth when I | was in trouble. 
15I will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the | smoke of rams; 
 I will give you ox- | en and goats.   R 
16Come and listen, all you | who believe, 
 and I will tell you what God has | done for me. 
17I called out to God | with my mouth, 
 and praised the Lord | with my tongue. 
18If I had cherished evil | in my heart, 
 the Lord would | not have heard me; 
19but in truth | God has heard me 
 and has attended to the sound | of my prayer. 
20Blessed be God, who has not reject- | ed my prayer, 
 nor withheld unfailing | love from me.   R 
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READING: 1 Peter 3:13-22 
The author of 1 Peter encourages Christians to remain faithful even in the face of defamation and persecution. 
In baptism we are made clean to act in accordance with what is right. 
 
13Who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14But even if you do suffer for 
doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, 
15but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to 
anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; 16yet do it with 
gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those 
who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. 17For it is better to 
suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. 18For 
Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring 
you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also he 
went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former times did not obey, 
when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a 
few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. 21And baptism, which this prefigured, 
now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good 
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the 
right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 
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HOLY GOSPEL: John 14:15-21 
In final words to his disciples on the night of his arrest, Jesus encourages obedience to his 
commandments and speaks of the Spirit, who will be with them forever. 

 
The Holy Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 
16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you 
forever. 17This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither 
sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in 
you. 
 18“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19In a little while the world will 
no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20On that day 
you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21They who have 
my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will 
be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW #449   We Know That Christ Is Raised  
The assembly stands to proclaim the Word of God in song. 
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NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 13 

 

PRAYERS 
United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need. 
A brief silence. 
God our faithful companion, you promise to never leave us and to send your Spirit to guide 
us in wisdom and truth. Send your people into the world to serve as mirrors that reflect and 
magnify your love. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
All the earth sings praises to you. Grant your care to the creatures, plants, and places that 
are suffering, and equip us to respond to their song. Make us agents of restoration and 
refreshment for all your beloved creation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You call all people of the world your children. Judge the nations justly, show mercy to all 
who are oppressed, and speak truth to power through your prophets. In Bangladesh, Bhutan, 
and Nepal, aid disaster recovery, build peace, and protect Christians and other vulnerable 
minorities. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Nurturing Lord, you sent your Spirit to grant us peace. Make your presence known to those 
who feel abandoned or alone, and to all who are sick or grieving. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You hold us in your loving care. We pray for mothers and mother figures. Console all who 
long to be mothers, children estranged from their mothers, anyone grieving the death of a 
mother, and mothers who have lost a child. Support all for whom this day is difficult. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Almighty God, you give life and breath to all things. We give thanks for the apostle 
Matthias, for Erik and all your saints. Sustain us by your love until we join the saints in 
glory. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, 
almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for those 
in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of peace with 
one another: Peace be with you! 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 

OFFERING 
The assembly is seated.  This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the 
world through the participation and support of its members and guests.  Because 
offerings are never just about us, this month we are sharing a portion of your gifts with 
Summer 2023 Mission Trip to Costa Rica. 
  If you wish to give electronically, browse to our secure on-line portal at            
clcvalpo.org/give or use our CLC app (download at clcvalpo.org/app). 
 
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM (8:00 am):       Sing a New Song to the Lord           Music 
 
Sing a new song to the Lord, he to whom wonders belong; rejoice in his triumph and 
tell of his power, O sing to the Lord a new song! Now to the ends of the earth see his 
salvation is shown; and still he remembers his mercy and truth, unchanging in love to 
his own. Sing a new song and rejoice, publish his praises abroad; let voices in chorus, 
with trumpet and horn, resound for the joy of the Lord! Join with the hills and the seas 
thunders of praise to prolong; in judgement and justice he comes to the earth, O sing to 
the Lord a new song! 
 
OFFERTORY (10:30 a.m.)  Basse de Trompette        Dandrieu 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward. 
Generous God, 
in this meal you offer your very self. 
We give thanks for these gifts of the earth. 
In the breaking of this bread 
reveal to us the Risen One. 
In the pouring of this wine 
pour us out in service to the world; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://clcvalpo.org/give
https://subsplash.com/christlutheranchurch-val/app


 15 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The pastor begins the prayer and all join in singing: 
 

SANCTUS 
(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus  
at the words "Blessed is he.") 
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TABLE PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Children: The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
The assembly is seated. 
 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' 
invitation.  The body and blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence 
with us and offer the gift of forgiveness because of his death and resurrection.  Drawn 
together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste of the fullness of God's 
coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the 
world.  All baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 
 

The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune: 
 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen (receive the bread) 
 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen (receive the cup) 
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In-person distribution: When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp 
to approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being 
dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored, and Grape Juice is dark; they are received via 
individual cups in the trays. The Common Cup is available for anyone who wishes. 
Used glasses are placed in the basket located near the ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is 
available, please indicate to the server that you require this.  Also, if you unable to 
come up to the altar, let the usher know so that pastor can bring communion to you. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION HYMNS  ACS #1015 As a Mother Comforts Her Child  
      (Repeated 3x) 
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ELW  #613 Thy Holy Wings 
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After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues. 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Gracious God, 
in you we live and move and have our being. 
With your word and this meal of grace, 
you have nourished our life together. 
Strengthen us to show your love 
and serve the world in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
INVITATIONS 
Brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in 
God’s mission in the world. 
 
BLESSING 
The God of all, 

who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, 
bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 
to live in the new creation. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN  ELW #839 Now Thank We All Our God 

Children join the pastors to send us in mission. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE      Now Thank We All Our God                 J.S. Bach 
    
                          

As worship concludes we move to the Gathering Place, where we are invited  
to greet one another and share in fellowship. 
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Stewardship Snippet 

 
John 14:15 - “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.”  
 
Jesus connects love to action in today’s gospel. Loving Jesus means loving God and 
neighbor and following the way of Christ. And as we do, the Spirit of truth guides us and 
helps us be better stewards of God’s abundance. 
 

 

Worship Leaders 
 

 8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m.  
   

Acolyte Sam Venstrom Jonah Knauff 
       

Lector Danelle Rivera Becky Fry 
  

Prayer Assistant Heather Olson Karen Hernes 
 

Communion Assistants Kathy Sutherland Erin Crill 
 Betty Luckett Amy Knauff 
  

Ushers     Tim Sutherland       Isabelle Ecklund-Baker 
     Don MacMillan 
           

Sound/Light Tony Reinhold Jeff Peiffer 
   

Video/Livestream - - - - - - - -  Ben Crill/Tony Reinhold 

  

Pastors     Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr. 
     Rev. Erica Gibson-Even 
     

Director of Music Ministries  Brian Bartusch 
 

Worship Participants   Sanctuary Choir 
     Treble Makers Handbell Ensemble 
  
Communion Baker   Christina Bull   
 

May Altar Gifts 
  

Holy Communion  Sara & Jeremy Long ~ In celebration of our Moms 
    JoAnn Murfey ~ In Memory Lori Cross 
 

Altar Candles   Ellen Swayne ~ In memory of Gladys Swayne 
 

Eternal Lamp Candles  To the Glory of God 
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COMMEMORATIONS 
Week of May 14, 2023 

 
May 14 
Matthias, Apostle 
Matthias was the apostle added to the Twelve after Jesus’ resurrection, as a replacement for the 
dead Judas Iscariot. He had traveled among the followers of Jesus throughout the Lord’s 
ministry. Formerly commemorated on February 24, Matthias’s celebration is moved to May 14 
in agreement with most Western calendars. 
 
May 18 
Erik, King of Sweden, martyr, died 1160 
Erik is considered the patron saint of Sweden. As king of that nation, he tried to bring peace in 
the region, and to spread Christianity in Scandinavia. He was also known for his attempts to 
make fair laws and to protect those who were poor or sick. 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
 
This week we pray for the churches and people of Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal. 
 
We are thankful for: 

• the peoples of these nations – the diversity of their cultures, languages, and art, and their 
resilience 

• the breath-taking beauty of these lands – the mountains in all their grandeur, overflowing 
rivers and green paddy fields 

• all those who work for the churches and their institutions, especially in places where natural 
disasters strike 

 
We pray for: 

• efforts of governments and others to build up these nations’ economies 

• those who have lost families and homes in earthquakes and other disasters as they struggle 
to rebuild their lives, homes and infrastructure 

• those who contribute to religious harmony and advocate for the minority voice of 
Christians, especially amid religious and ethnic tensions 

• religious and government leaders that they will make it possible for all peoples to live in 
justice with peace and harmony. 

• these small nations which depend on other countries and are often threatened by interests of 
their bigger neighbours. 
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Life with the Spirit 
 
What do we do when we feel abandoned by people we believed would always be there 
for us? When relationships end or coworkers betray us? When friends move or someone 
close to us dies? The impact of those losses can change our whole world. It can make us 
question our self-worth and make us wonder if we are really of any value. When this 
happens, it’s easy to ask if what we do actually matters. 
 
As Jesus prepares his disciples for what life will be like for them after he dies, he tells 
them to keep his commandments and assures them they will not be left orphaned. It’s an 
important message for them to hear. They are about to experience the trauma of 
witnessing Jesus’ betrayal and death, the fear of being wanted men hiding from the 
authorities, and the grief of feeling like they have lost their purpose in life. Their world 
is about to be thrown into chaos because the person who had led them, taught them, and 
taken care of them would now be gone. 
 
Jesus’ words are a promise that God’s love is too great to leave them abandoned. “If you 
love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give 
you another Advocate, to be with you forever” (John 14:15-16). His words are also a 
promise that what they continue to do matters. Keeping his commandments isn’t 
necessary for God to love them, but doing so will serve as a reminder of their love for 
Jesus and will open them up to experiencing the Advocate in their lives. Jesus’ 
command to love God and our neighbor isn’t a fee we have to pay for the Spirit to spend 
time with us. It is our response to the powerful good news that the Spirit is with us 
forever. 


