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We welcome you to Christ Lutheran Church! We are a community of people  

sharing God’s love through Christ and growing together in faith. 
 

We celebrate all the ways we are made in the image of God, seeking to see God in everyone. We 
honor and respect each person’s age, ethnicity, family composition, gender identity, gender 
expression, life history, mental well-being, physical ability, relationship status, sexual orientation, 
skin color, and socioeconomic standing. Together, we strive to love and serve our neighbor and all 
creation, including working toward racial and social justice. We would love to walk with you on this 
creative adventure* of faith, grace, and love.  
* The first sermon ever preached at Christ Lutheran was titled “A Call to Creative Adventure.”  
 

ABOUT WORSHP 
We gather to worship weekly to hear and remember our shared hope: the life, death, and resurrection of 
Christ makes all things new, even us. 
 

You will find everything that happens in worship printed in this bulletin, with hymns found in the red 
hymnals (“ELW”) in the seats in front of you. 
 

If you have a prayer request, note it on a yellow card from the seatback holder and pass it to an usher; the 
other side is for any information you would like about Christ Lutheran. Please feel welcome to remain 
seated as necessary during the service. 
  
CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME IN CHURCH! 
God’s people come in all shapes and sizes – it is a gift to the whole community when the smallest of us are 
present!  Sitting with parents and learning to treasure times of worship is the foundation for helping build a 
growing faith in a child’s life.  There’s some noise and movement that we expect from little ones - feel free 
to make use of the activity bags, doodle pads, bookshelf in the overflow area and cry room at the 
back of the sanctuary as needed.  Whatever sacrifice of energy and effort you make to include your 
children in worship is  multiplied as the good news of God’s love takes root in their lives!  
 

WHEN NURSERY CARE IS NEEDED DURING WORSHIP 
A fully equipped and staffed Nursery is available for both infants and toddlers during all services. The 
Nursery is located west of our gathering area in Room 110. 
 

RESTROOMS 
Men’s and women’s restrooms off the Gathering Area and Church Hall have changing tables, as does the 
all-gender restroom near the nursery. A second all-gender restroom is through the Vestry off the East 
hallway, past the Welcome Center. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Holy Communion is the family meal of God's people, to which we come at Jesus' invitation.  The body 
and blood of Christ, in the bread and wine, are his real presence with us and offer the gift of forgiveness 
because of his death and resurrection.  Drawn together and strengthened by this meal, we are given a taste 
of the fullness of God's coming  kingdom, and are equipped to be the hands and feet of God's love in the 
world.  All baptized Christians are always welcome at the Lord's table. 

Our services are on video, and occasional photographs are taken for our website and e-mail news.  If you have concerns, please speak to 
a church staff member. 

  

Hearing assistance devices are available to those who need help with listening to the service and are located at the entrance to the 
sanctuary, or please see an Usher for assistance. 

 

A Reminder: Please turn off all cell phones during worship services. 
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Though the word trinity is not found in the scriptures, today’s second reading includes the apostolic 
greeting that begins the liturgy: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. In the gospel Jesus sends his disciples forth to baptize in the name of the 
Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. More than a doctrine, the Trinity expresses the heart of our 
faith: we have experienced the God of creation made known in Jesus Christ and with us always through 
the Holy Spirit. We celebrate the mystery of the Holy Trinity in word and sacrament, as we profess the 
creed, and as we are sent into the world to bear witness to our faith. 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 
PRELUDE   All Glory Be to God on High    Böhm 

     
WELCOME  
If you are joining us for the first time, welcome!  We’d love to meet you, or 
if there’s anything you’d like to know about the ministry of Christ 
Lutheran Church, please consider filling out a Connection Card online 
(you can point your phone at the graphic to the right) or using a yellow 
Connection Card in the pew holders.   
 
Prayer requests can be posted to the livechat or use a yellow Prayer Request (on the 
backside of the Connection Card) and give them to an usher. 
 
If you are worshipping with us via livestream, consider preparing your space for 
Communion: light a candle (if appropriate and safe), and have a plate with bread/
cracker/tortilla and a cup for wine or grape juice (or an empty cup as a sign Jesus is 
sufficient in one or both elements).    
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin to God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

 

https://clcvalpo.churchcenter.com/people/forms/123833
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Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
 
Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Children:  This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
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GATHERING HYMN ELW #413 Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

Trinity of love, 
deposing the powers 
of hate and isolation; 
gathering creation 
in bonds of mutual care: 
through the waters of baptism 
may our relatedness be reborn 
in justice, mercy and peace; 
through Jesus Christ, who is with us always. 
Amen. 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 

 

 WORD    
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 

 
CHILDREN’S TIME 
Children are invited for a time together. 

 
READING: Genesis 1:1—2:4a 
At the beginning of time, God the Creator, God the powerful Word, and God the life-giving Spirit form the 
earth and all its inhabitants. God sees that all this created work is good and then rests on the seventh day. 

 
1 When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was complete chaos, 
and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face 
of the waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw 
that the light was good, and God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the 
light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the first day. 
  6 And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the 
waters from the waters.” 7 So God made the dome and separated the waters that were 
under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8 God called 
the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 
  9 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, 
and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the 
waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11 
Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed and fruit trees of 
every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. 12 The earth 
brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind and trees of every kind 
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bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening 
and there was morning, the third day. 
  14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from 
the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15 and let 
them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 God 
made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the 
night—and the stars. 17 God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 
18 to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. 
And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening and there was morning, the 
fourth day. 
  20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds 
fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21 So God created the great sea monsters 
and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm and 
every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them, 
saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on 
the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 
  24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and 
creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. 25 God made 
the wild animals of the earth of every kind and the cattle of every kind and everything 
that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 
  26 Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness, and 
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over the 
cattle and over all the wild animals of the earth and over every creeping thing that 
creeps upon the earth.” 
 27 So God created humans in his image, 
  in the image of God he created them; 
  male and female he created them. 
28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth 
and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air 
and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 29 God said, “See, I have given 
you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth and every tree with 
seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to 
every bird of the air and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the 
breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw 
everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the sixth day. 
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  2:1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. 2 On the sixth 
day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all 
the work that he had done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on 
it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation. 
  4a These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 8 (Read Responsively) 
1 O Lord our Lord, 
how majestic is your name in all the earth!— 
2 you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of infants and 
children; 
you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe and avenger. 
3 When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
the moon and the stars you have set in their courses, 
4 what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them, 
human beings that you should care for them?  
5 Yet you have made them little less than divine; 
with glory and honor you crown them. 
6 You have made them rule over the works of your hands; 
you have put all things under their feet: 
7 all flocks and cattle, 
even the wild beasts of the field, 
8 the birds of the air, the fish of the sea, 
and whatever passes along the paths of the sea. 
9 O Lord our Lord, 
how majestic is your name in all the earth!  
 
 

READING: 2 Corinthians 13:11-13 
Paul closes a challenging letter to the Corinthians with an appeal to Christian fellowship grounded in the 
triune harmony of Christ’s grace, God’s love, and the Spirit’s partnership. 

 
[Paul writes:] 11 Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Be restored; listen to my appeal; 
agree with one another; live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. 12 
Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. 
  13 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with all of you. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
The assembly stands to welcome the Gospel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 28:16-20 
After his resurrection, Jesus summons his remaining disciples and commissions them to baptize and teach 
all nations in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 
The holy gospel according to Matthew.  
Glory to you O Lord. 
 
16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed 
them. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him, but they doubted. 18 And Jesus came 
and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 20 and teaching them to obey everything that I have 
commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
The assembly is seated. Time for reflection follows the sermon. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW #410  All Glory Be to God on High 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.                 
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NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS  
Our prayers draw on the Ecumencial Prayer Cycle and the Church’s calendar of 
Commemorations—further information is found each week at the end of the bulletin. 
Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the 
world. 
A brief silence. 
Holy God, we are in awe of your creative work. Continue that work in your church, 
making us a new creation that proclaims your presence and love. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Creator God, nature reveals your power and glory. Protect water sources, vegetation, and 
wildlife as reminders of who you are. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Redeemer God, you call us to pray for those in authority. Guide our leaders to pursue the 
work of fostering peace and community. Give to the people, churches, and lands of 
Angola and Mozambique justice and good governance. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Sustaining God, you are mindful of your people in every circumstance. Heal those who 
are sick. Provide for all who hunger. Protect those in harm’s way. Comfort any 
experiencing hardship. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Gracious God, we pray for the children of our church and community. Provide for their 
needs. Support their caregivers. Nurture their faith. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
Loving God, we give thanks for those who have died and claimed their baptismal 
promises, including John XXIII. We remember especially those who died for their faith: 
the martyrs Justin and Boniface, and the Martyrs of Uganda. Strengthen us to live as 
they did in communion with you. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to 
you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
We invite those worshiping by livestream to share a sign of peace in the chat, and for 
those in person we turn to offer them our greeting of peace before sharing a sign of 
peace with one another: Peace be with you! 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

 
OFFERING 
This congregation serves our neighbors, community, and the world through 
the offerings of its members and guests.  Because offerings are never just 
about us, this month we are sharing a portion of your gifts with 
Reconciling in Christ  www.reconcilingworks.org/ric and LGBTQ 
Outreach of Porter County  www.lgbtqofpc.org  
  If you wish to give electronically, use the QR code or browse to our secure 
on-line portal at clcvalpo.org/give. 
 
OFFERTORY    Te ofrecemos     Honoré 
              (Now We Offer)   
        
OFFERING PRAYER 
The assembly stands as the gifts are brought forward. 
 

Loving God, 
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 
so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.reconcilingworks.org/ric
http://www.lgbtqofpc.org/
https://clcvalpo.org/give
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The pastor begins the prayer and all join in singing: 

 
SANCTUS 

(An ancient practice invites us to make the sign of the cross in honor of Jesus at the 
words "Blessed is he.") 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TABLE PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER                                    
Children:  The Spirit makes us one. We pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Heaven has come near. 
Come, share in the feast! 
Thanks be to God! 
 
The assembly is seated. 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
 

The pastor invites those worshipping via livestream to commune: 
 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
Amen (receive the bread) 
 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen (receive the cup) 
 
In-person distribution:  When indicated by the ushers, come up the right-hand ramp to 
approach the altar rail. When finished you may leave individually without being 
dismissed. Wine is lighter-colored and Grape Juice is dark; they are received via 
individual cups in the trays. Used glasses are placed in the basket located near the 
ramp. Gluten-Free Bread is available, please indicate to the server that you require 
this. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 16 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
 
ACS #946   The Play of the Godhead 
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ELW #735  Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ACS #967 This Is Christ’s Body  
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After all have returned to their places, the assembly stands as the minister continues. 
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Compassionate God, 
through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we may share your love freely,  
as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
INVITATIONS 
The assembly is seated as brief invitations are shared, especially those related to the 
assembly’s participation in God’s mission in the world. 
 
GRADUATES AND  RETIREES 

 
BLESSING 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 

☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN ELW #412 Come, Join the Dance of Trinity 

 
 
 
 
 

Children join the pastors to send us in mission. 
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DISMISSAL 
Children:  Go in peace, share the good news. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE                 Sortie                             Guilmant 
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Worship Leaders 9:30 a.m.  

Acolyte Noah DeJesus 

  

Lector Bill and Lucas Lieske 

  

Prayer Assistant Betty Luckett 

  

Communion Assistants Phyllis Schroeder—Bread 
Scott Steinwart 
Holly Knauff 
Jeri Simms 
Susan Rodeck 

  

Ushers Bob Luckett 
Don MacMillan 

  

Sound/Light Tony Reinhold 

  

Video/Livestream Joey Rodeck 

  

Pastors Rev. Timothy Knauff, Jr 
Rev. Erica Gibson-Even 

  

Director of Music Ministries Brian Bartusch 

  

Communion Baker Lois Felten 
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COMMEMORATIONS 
Week of May 31, 2026 

 
May 31 ~ Visit of Mary to Elizabeth 
This festival marks the occasion when Mary, pregnant with Jesus, visited her cousin 
Elizabeth who was herself pregnant with John. Elizabeth pronounced Mary “blessed 
among women,” and Mary responded with the song called the Magnificat. 
June 1 ~ Justin, martyr at Rome, died around 165 
Born of pagan parents, Justin was influenced by an elderly Christian in Ephesus. He 
became a teacher of philosophy and the Christian faith. Jailed for practicing an 
unauthorized religion, he refused to renounce his faith and was beheaded. 
June 3 ~ John XXIII, Bishop of Rome, died 1963 
When elected pope, the former Angelo Roncalli was expected to be a short-term caretaker. 
He showed great spirit, though, and convened the Second Vatican Council which helped 
bring great changes to Roman Catholic and other churches. 
June 3 ~ The Martyrs of Uganda, died 1886 
On June 3, 1886, thirty-two young men were burned to death for refusing to renounce 
Christianity. The confident manner in which these Christians went to their deaths 
contributed to a much stronger Christian presence in Uganda. 
June 5 ~ Boniface, Bishop of Mainz, missionary to Germany, martyr, died 754 
Boniface was a native of England who became a Benedictine monk and was called to 
missionary work among the Vandal tribes of Germany. With fellow workers, he 
established churches and schools, and he also worked to reform the church. 

Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
This week we pray for the churches and people of Angola, Mozambique. 
 
We are thankful for: 

• the rich natural resources in these countries, which God intends for the good of all 

• the positive developments experienced since years of civil war 

• village committees that seek to protect livelihoods and food security of the poor 

• how the Lutheran World Federation and partners have pursued land rights in 
 Mozambique. 

 
We pray for: 

• better sanitation, health services, and protection of the environment in these lands 

• a healing of the lingering scars and memories from colonization and civil wars 

• protection of the land rights of the people 

• governments that are transparent and further the good of all the people, rather than 
 being captive to foreign and business interests. 
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Mission Partners 
 
In Matthew 28:16-20, often referred to as “The Great Commission,” Jesus officially 
charges his disciples with tasks of teaching, discipling, and baptizing people of all 
nations and groupings. An assigned task or mission is the classic sense of the word 
commission. But what if we also considered Jesus’ charge to his disciples a  
co-mission—a mission together? 
 
In John’s gospel, Jesus speaks plainly to the disciples about participating in, continuing, 
and even expanding upon Jesus’ work. Here in Matthew’s gospel, the resurrected Jesus 
declares his cosmic authority, having triumphed over even death, and then he 
immediately turns around to share that authority with the disciples. Their mission is 
Jesus’ mission: to build an inclusive community of compassion, mercy, and healing. 
 
The work of Christ is shared work. We share it with one another, and we share it with 
Christ himself. The call to discipleship is always a community endeavor. In the liturgy 
for baptism, the gathered assembly affirms the newly baptized, saying, “We welcome 
you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in giving thanks and 
praise to God and bearing God’s creative and redeeming word to all the world”  
(ELW, p. 231). 
 
Not one of us is tasked with saving the world by ourselves. Only Jesus could and would 
bear that responsibility, and even he chose to invite others into the work. It is by grace 
that we are counted among Jesus’ disciples. And it is within the community of grace that 
we continue to proclaim and manifest God’s kingdom on earth, as it is in heaven. We 
look to our community of faith for support, assurance, assistance, and solidarity as we 
partner with Christ and one another to bring God’s good news to the world. 
 


